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NOW quitted Hungary, where I was in gar- 
riſon as a captain of cavalry, and travelled 
towards Danzig. My mother died in Pruſſia, 
and I had ſent for my brothers and ſiſter, that 
we might ſettle ſome family. affairs ; but my great 
object was a journey to Peterſburg, there to ſeek 
advice and aſſiſtance from my friends, as my 
proceſſes and perſecutions in Vienna were: con- 
tinually increaſing, and my ſmall income was 
ſcarcely ſufficient to pay lawyers and expences. 
It is very remarkable, that Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunſwick, governor of Magdeburg, aſſured me 
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afterwards, that he had already received orders 
from Berlin to prepare my priſon before I left 
Hungary !—nay, more, advices had been ſent 
from Vienna to Berlin, that the king ſhould be 
upon his guard, for Trenck would be in the neigh- 
bourhood of Danzig at the time he had fixed up- 
on for his journey to the camp in Pruſſia. 

What more conſummate baſeneſs and villainy, 
than to concert the baniſhment of an innocent 
man, and render him miſerable, that his property 
as well as his perſon might become a more eaſy 
prey!!! ſuch, however, has been my fate !! and the 
living witneſſes of this truth are, his Highneſs 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, and the Miniſters 
at Berlin, from whoſe mouths I learnt a confirma- 
tion of the artifices carried on againſt me at 
Vienna. 

The confirmation of this truth is the more ne- 
ceſſary, as nobody could imagine, why the great 
and generous Frederick could afterwards treat 
me ſo cruelly as to touch the heart of all 
men of honeſty and feeling ; and why he re- 
mained inptacaplc againſt me alone, even to his 
grave. 

Baſe men! who divided my property, and knew 
me capable of making my fortune—men wha 
were ever afraid, leſt L ſhould be granted a hear- 
ing at court, and lay open their behaviour 


people | 
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people whom it concerns that an enlightened, 
diſintereſted, honeſt man, ſhould always be held 
in a ſuſpicious inactivity, and never find an op- 
portunity to do ſuch ſervice to the ſtate, as to en- 
title him to the eſteem and reward of the mo- 
narch. Such charaQers as thoſe were connedted, 
in Berlin, with a Mr. Weingarten, who was then 
a favorite, and ſecretary to the Auſtrian ambaſſa- 
dor, Count Puebla, and by his means effected my 
ruin. Even this Weingarten, who it is well 
known betrayed all the ſecrets of ſtate, but was at 
length diſcovered in the year 1756, had deſerted 
from our ſervice into the Pruſſian, and continued 
in Berlin on the breaking out of the war, did not 
only at that time lay this deadly trap for me, but 
in the year 1755, in the month of March, when 
he lived in full confidence with the ambaſſador, 
occaſioned the death of my ſiſter, and ruined two 
innocent ſoldiers, as will be related in the courſe 
of my memoirs. It is incontrovertably true, that 
I was betrayed and fold by a ſet of intereſted 
men in Vienna, whom it much imported, that I. 
ſhould be eternally ſilent. | 
On my arrival in Danzig i in the k of May, 
I was immediately viſited by my two brothers and 
ſiſters; we lived fourteen days happily together, 
| and ſettled all matters concerning my mother's 
4 - inheritance, My ſiſter juſtified herſelf entirely 
$ | | By reſpett- 
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: reſpecting her behaviour in the year 1746, when 


I ſought aſſiſtance from her and was forced to fly, 
as has been already mentioned in the firſt volume, 
and we parted with fraternal love and harmony. 
Our only acquaintance in Danzig was the Impe- 
rial reſident, Mr. Abram/on, to whom I brought 
letters of introduction from Vienna, and who 
loaded us with civility and careſſes. This man was 
a Pruſſian, and had never been in Vienna in his 


| life; but, at the recommendation of Count Be/- 


tuſchef, was appointed Auſtrian reſident at Dan- 
zig, without any pledge or ſtipulation for the diſ- 
charge of his duty in that ſtation; or without 


having given any proofs either of his attachment 


or ability. This very man, the intimate aſſo- 
ciate of the Pruſſian reſident, Mr. Reimer, was 


made the inftrument of my deſtruction. . As ſoon 


as my ſiſter had left me, I reſolved to go by ſea 
to Ruſſia, there to viſit my old friends; but 
Abramſon retained me eight days longed in Dan- 
zig, by various artifices, that he might have an 
opportunity of compleating the ſnares into which 
I was to be plunged, and which Reimer and he 
were jointly employed in preparing; for when 
the King of Pruſſia demanded my being delivered 
up by the magiſtrates of Danzig, which could. nt. 
happen wilhbur offending the Imperial court, as 
I was actually a captain in that ned ice, and pro- 

vided 


0 
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vided with paſſes from the court of war and chan- 
cery; their deſigns, I ſuppoſe, being retarded 
by the difficulty of accompliſhing ſuch a flagrant 


violation of juſtice, and the privileges of he free 


city in which I then reſided, cauſed ſome corre- 
ſpondence with their employers; ; on this account 
probably Abramſon was engaged to amuſe me, 


until they had received the final reſolution of the 
court of Berlin, and prevailed on the magiſtrates 


of Danzig to outrage in my perſon their own 
honor, as well as the ſafety of the people under 
their government, As I could not have the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of ſuch a procedure, but on the contrary, 


lived in peace and fancied ſecurity, looking upon 


Abramſon as my beſt friend, he found no difh- 


culty in retarding me a few days longer in Dan- 


Zig. In fine, the day arrived on which I was to 


embark on board of a Swediſh ſhip ready to fail 


for Riga ; but my fate had determined it other- 
wile. 


Abramſon deceived me; be ſent ſome of his 


people to enquire what time the ſhip would fail, 


and I truſted to his anſwer. At four in the af- 
ternoon he told me that he had ſeen the maſter, 
who would not put to fea till the following day; 


inſiſted on my breakfaſting with him, and he 


would accompany me on board. I wanted to 


ſee my baggage carricd to the ſhip, and intended 


8 to 
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to ſleep in her, for J felt a certain uneafinefs 
within me, which ſeemed to drive me from Dan- 
zig. From this, however, I was deterred by my 
entertainer, who dragged me by force along with 
him. The company was numerous and , agree- 
able: I was forced to dine and ſup with him, 
and at eleven returned home. 

Scarce had I got into bed and taken a book 
to read, before I heard a knocking at my door, 
which was not locked. Two commiſſaries of 
the town, accompanied by more than, twenty 


grenadiers, ſurrounded my bed ſo quick that I 


had not time to ſeize my arms nor defend my ſelf. 


My three truſty ſervants who were along with 


me, were likewiſe arreſted; that they might not 


aſſiſt me; and I was informed, The worthy 


* magiſtrate was under the neceſſity of deliver- 
ing me, as a delinquent, to his majeſty he 
King of Pruſſia.“ 

When in the hands of ſuch traitors, my ſeelings | 
may be conceived, but certainly cannot be de- 
icribed!! I was conducted privately to the town pri- 
ſon ; there 1 remained twenty-four hours. About 
twelve o'clock the next day, the Imperial reſi- 
dent, Abramſon, came to me, affected the ut- 
moſt concern at my ſituation, and declare 4 that 


he had proteſted to the magiſtrate againſt my de- 


livery, as I was in the Auſtrian ſervice ; but re- 


ceived 
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ceived for anſwer, that in the year 1752, the 
people of Vienna had no conſideration for the 
ſons of the burgomaſter of Danzig, named Ru- 
tenberg ; therefore they took this opportunity of 
making repriſals upon an Imperial captain, and 
could not refuſe to give me over to the earneſt 
intreaties and threats of the King of Pruſſia. 
The circumſtances of the e were as 
follow: 

There was an aſſociation in Vienna, intitled, 
The Fergenbruderſhaft ; theſe young people gave 


public offence, by all kinds of carouſing, whor- 


ing, and riotouſneſs; the whole body was taken 
up at their aſſembly in Nuſdorf, and among that 


body were the two ſons of the burgomaſter of 


Danzig, who were obliged to ſtand publicly in 
the pillory, although the father offered a great 
ſum of money, and did every thing in his power 
to prevent this diſgrace. The puniſhment was 


certainly juſt ; but it was my fate, as an honeſt 


man, who had committed no crime in Danzig, 
and injured nobody, to be ſacriced as an inno- 
cent victim to the law of retaliation, which, in 
my caſe, was neither juſt nor excuſable. 
Mr. Abramſon, who, notwithſtanding his pre- 
tences, had not done his duty, nor any thing 


for me, but was, as I have already ſtated, the 


confederate of Reimer, adviſed me o entruſt him 
B With 
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wit” my eſcrutoire and jewels, as otherwiſe 


every thing would be taken from me. He knew 
that I had received bills of exchange from my 
ſiſters to the amount of ſeven thouſand florins ; 


' theſe I gave him, but retained my ring, which 


alone was worth four thouſand florins, with about 
ſixty louis d'ors f in my purſe; he embraced me, 


| Promiſed to do every thing, even to make prepa- 
' rations, that the people might oppoſemy being de- 
| livered up, which was not to happen for eight days, 
as the magiſtrate was ſtill undetermined how to 
alt in ſo weighty an affair. He left me weeping, 


with every indication of the fincereſt ſenſibility 
and friendſhip ; but his tears, were the tears of 
deceit and perfidy |! ! 

The next night two city commiſſaries and the 
Pruflian reſident entered the room, accompanied 
by a Pruſſian officer and ſome noncommiſſioned 
officers, to whom I was formally delivered over. 

Now the plunder began; Reimer tore my ring 
from my finger, took my watch, ſnuff- box, and 
every thing away; they did not ſo much as even 
give me a coat or ſhirt from my equipage, but 
forced me into a cloſe coach, with three Pruſfians; 


a a detachment of Danzig militia ſurrounded the 


coach, and condutted us to the gate: this was 
opened, and in the front of it I was received by a 


party of the city dragoons, who accompanied 


the. 
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the coach, which was drove with the utmoſt 


ſpeed, as far as Lauenburg, on the borders of 
Pomerania. 

The date of this extraordinary day has eſcaped 
my memory, although it is one of the moſt terrible 
of my life; however it was in the beginning of 
June. In Lavenburg I was configned over to a 
party of huſſars, conſiſting of a lieutenant and 
thirty men; and thus I was tranſported from gar- 


riſon to garriſon, till I arrived in Berlin; the 


Danzig dragoons only went with us as far as 
Lauenburg. 

It is not true what was ; reported and culated 
at Vienna by the Danzig magiſtrate and his 
confederate, Abramſon, that I was, through my 
own imprudence, ſurpriſed by the Pruſſians in 
the ſuburbs of the town, and carried off. | 
It muſt appear extraordinary in the eyes of the 
world, that even after I received my liberty, and 
when the Danzig treachery and ill-uſage to an 
imperial officer was clearly ſhewn and proved, 
nothing was undertaken, either for my ſatisfac- 
tion, or the honor of our ſtate. Should this 
cruel treatment have remained unreſented? To 

be ſure Abramſon was no longer to be puniſhed, 
for during my confinement he had quitted the 
Auſtrian ſervice, and entered into that of Pruſſia, 


where he fell by degrees fo low, that in the 
"Fs 
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year of my liberation, viz. 1764, he was con- 
demned to perpetual impriſonment in the houſe 
of correction at Konigſberg, and his rich wife 
forced to beg her bread. Thus have I lived to 
ſee the end of all my enemies; and vithout per- 
ſonal revenge, I have learnt, that virtue and per- 
ſeverence may be victorious over ſlander and the 


tyranny of men. 


The remainder of this work will evince many 
of the like examples; and I ſee with an inward 
peace of ſoul, thoſe who are {till alive publicly 
ſhamed, or tumble before me, becauſe their ſcan- 
dalous actions are diſcovered to the eyes of the 
world ; and perhaps monarchs may yet puniſh 
my perſecutors and robbers !!! Should this ne- 
ver happen, and ſhould they die in quiet poſſeſſion 
of my property, ſo unjuſtly torn from me, I muſt 


ever have the honor of being pitied by all worthy 
men who ſee a patriot ſigh unemployed in a ſtate 


mn which my condutt has deſerved more eſteem, 


more attention, and a better fate. In the mean 


while that every one wondered why my Empreſs, 

in whoſe ſervice I was ſo ignominiouſly - treated 
by the Danzigers, ſhould let ſo inſulting a circum- 
flance paſs unnoticed, care at leaſt might have 
been taken, that the traiterous magiſtrate ſhould 
have returned me the money, effects, and bills of 
exchange he robbed me of when 1 was arreſted, 


amount- 5 


amounting to between eleven and twelve thou- 


B AKON TARENERT. : 11 


ſand gueldres. I have to be ſure always reſerved 
to myſelf this right, nor was it my fault, that a 
traitor and robber was truſted as Reſident in 


Danzig. 


If the two ſons of the hurgomaſter, ne 
Were formerly treated in Vienna according to 


law, or too harſhly, I muſt nevertheleſs regain 
the innocent ſacrifice of the Danzigers revenge, 
and contempt of Imperial power. But enough of 
this: I return to my hiſtory, and relate the parti- 
cular incidents of my unfortunate) Journey to Ber- 
lin, as follows: | 
The convoy went from one garriſon to another, 

two, three, or at moſt five W in every town 


we came to, I found. pity, humanity, and all 


poſlible attention. The officer of huſſars in the 


coach, and his twelve men ſurrounding it, accom- 
panied us only three days; on the fourth J ar- 


rived at N. N. where the Duke of Wurtemberg, 


father to the preſent Great Ducheſs of Ruſſia, 


commanded, and where his regiment was quar- 


— 


tered. This prince entered into a converſation 


with me, was touched at my misfortunes, and kept 
me to dinner; likewiſe made me ſpend the whole 


day in bis company, where I was in no reſpec 
treated as a priſoner; I even had his conſent 


to reſt a day, which was allo paſſed i in his houſe, 


where 
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where there was a great aſſembly, and the Du- 
cheſs, who was lately married, behaved to me 


with all favor, compaſſion, and condeſeenſion. 


I ſtaid the third day to dine with him, and in the 
afternoon I was conducted from him by a lieute- 
nant of his regiment, without any further con- 
voy, in an open coach. 

I muſt relate this account minutely; as it ah 


| ſerve to diſcover the noble and reſpectable cha- 


racter of this duke; and at the ſame time ſerve 


as an example to prove, that the bold, deter- 


mined man may often appear daſtardly, the clear- 
ſighted blind, and the prudent man a fool. 


1 might from this adventure perceive, that the 


_ ervel fate which awaited me in Magdeburg, was 


deſtined by the eternal providence, which, not- 
withſtanding every favourable opportunity, I could 
not eſcape. Any man who has read my attempts 


in Glatz will be aſtoniſhed to find me ſo undeter- 


mined and inactive in the moſt important adven- 
ture of my life ; and that I ſhould have proceeded 


in ſuch cool PIGS towards the abyſs I might fo 


eaſily have avoided. In ſhort, I perceived, but 
too late! that the generous Duke of Wurtemberg 
withed to furniſh me with an opportunity of eſ- 
caping ; perhaps he would have willingly endured 
a reprimand from the king, if I had profited by 


the occaſion to have freed myſelf from the con- 


voy. 
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voy. Our journey through the different parts 


where his regiment was quartered, laſted five 
days, and I always paſſed the night in company 


with the officers, who loaded me with friendly and 
humane offices. I was by no means guarded, but 
ſlept in their quarters, and travelled with their 
equipage, without any other convoy chan the of- 
ficer in the coach. | | 

Nothing was eaſier than for me to kak eſcaped 
ad fled; but I was ſeized with a bhndneſs; 
and the fame Trenck who made his way through 
thirty men in Glatz, to attain his liberty; ho 


never knew what fear was, remained now four days 


undetermined. 
I came into the garriſon of a ſmall town, where 


a captain of cavalry commanded ; I lodged in his 


houſe without any ſentry ; he overwhelmed me 
with civility and kindneſs, and after dinner, he 
rode out with his ſquadron, as is cuſtomary in 
Pruſſia, without ſaddles; I remained alone, went 
into the ſtables, there I found three horſes, with 
ſaddles and bridles hanging near them ; in the 
chamber were piſtols, ſwords, and other arms; I 
had only to mount and eſcape by another gate: 
I began to weigh the matter, was about to reſolve, 
but a ſecret impulſe rendered me indeciſive. In 
ſhort, the captain returned, and ſeemed aſtoniſhed 
to find me. The next day he conducted me 


further 
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further with barely his own equipage. On the 
way he ſtopped in a wood, ſaw muſhrooms, and 
deſired me to come out of the coach to gather 
ſome and take with me; here he left me at above 
one hundred yards diſtance ; gave me the faireſt 
opportunity to eſcape ; notwithſtanding which I 
returned, and allowed myſelf to be conducted 
like a ſheep to the ſlaughter. 

Becauſe I ſaw myſelf ſo well treated and ſo 
heedleſly eſcorted, my ideas were confuſed and 
blinded. I fancied that fince we were going di- 
realy to Berlin, the king would ſpeak to me, as 
I had then much to inform him about the plan of 
the ſeven years war, the ſecrets of which I was 
perfectly acquainted with, by means of my cor- 
reſpondence with the family of Beſtuchef ; and 
that I carried on this correſpondence, was better 
known in Berlin than in Vienna. For this reaſon 
I flattered myſelf that I ſhould not be unfortu- 
nate in Berlin; my ideag+emained wandering and 
undigeſted. But, alas how were my hopes and 
dreams converted into terror and deſpair, when 
on the fourth day I was delivered by the Wur— 
temberg dragoons to the firſt infantry garriſon in 
Boflin ; The laſt officer of the Wurtemberg eſ— 
cort quitted me with ſadneſs; and, agrecable to 
the ſtricteſt orders, I was conducted with the ut- 
' moſt care to Berlin; there I had a room above 
the 


BARON TRE NC K. 1 


che main guard, in the new market, with two 
centinels within, and one at the door: the king 
was at Potſdam. In this condition I remained 
three days; on the third ſome of the officers of 


ſtate came to me, fat round the table, aſked ſome - 


queſtions, the meaning of which 1 now _ com- 
an For example: 

What I was doing in Danzig FE F had EB et 
his majeſty's ambaſſador, Mr. Goltz, at Peterſ- 
burg? Who was concerned with me in the 
Danzig plot? &c. &c, | 


As ſoon as I perceived their drift, I 72 


anſwering their queſtions. I ſaid I had been con- 
demned to the fort of Glatz, in the year 1745, 
without a hearing, or without a court martial; 
from whence I eſcaped, and liberated myſelf by 


following the right of nature. I was now a cap- 


tain under the Empreſs Maria Thereſa ; I begged 
a regular hearing of the origin of all my misfor- 


tunes in my native country, and then I would 
anſwer all queries, and juſtify myſelf, but it was 


not a reaſonable procedure, to burden me with 
new grievances, without liſtening to my defence. 


I remained dumb, and anſwered nothing far- 


ther, as 1 was told, © We have no orders for 
** this.” They wrote above two hours, God knows 
what! then a coach arrived at the door. Every 


part of me was examined, to ſee if J had no arms 
about 
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about me ; thirteen or fourteen ducats, which I 
had concealed, were taken from me, and I was 
conducted by a ſtrong detachment, through Span- 
dau to Magdeburg; here I was delivered over by 
the officer to the captain of the main guard in 
the citadel. The town major came and conveyed 
me into my deſtined priſon, which was already 
prepared for my reception; my watch was taken 
from me, as well as a portrait of my female friend 
in. Peterſburg, which was ſet in diamonds, and 
concealed round my naked body. 
This priſon was in a caſematte, the. fore part of 
| which was fix feet broad, and ten feet long, di- 
vided by a ſeparation wall; in the inſide wall 
were double doors, and a third at the entrance of 
the caſematte. The window in the wall, which was 
ſeven feet thick, was at the top of the magazine, 
and contrived in ſuch a manner, that to be ſure I 
had light enough, but could neither ſee the hea- 
vens nor the earth; oppofite me I could obſerve 
nothing but the roof of the magazine. On the 
inſide and outſide were iron bars, and in the mid- 
dle of the window was a very narrow grate, 
through which it was impoſſible to perceive: any 
thing diftinttly. On the outſide was a work of 
paliſades, fix feet from the wall, to obſtruct the 
ſentry from approaching the window, to give me 
any thing. I had a bed, with a mattreſs, which 
was 
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was faſtened to the floor with i iron ſo as to remain 
immoveable, to prevent me from drawing it to 
the window and climbing up. A very ſmall ſtove 
ſtood at the fide of the door, and near it a night- 
ſtool, which was faſt nailed to the earth. I was 
not ironed, but my daily fare conſiſted in one 


and a half pound of amunition bread, and a jar 


of water. As I always had an excellent appetite 


in my youth, and my bread was ſo mouldy that 


the half of it could hardly be eat, which was ow- 
ing to the avarice of the town-major, Reeding, 
who endeavoured to profit by the great number 
of unhappy priſoners, it is impoſſible for me to 
paint to my readers the prodigious tortures-which 
an exorbitant raging hunger cauſed me to endure 
for eleven months. I could daily have devoured 
ſix pounds of bread ; and when I received my 
ſmall pittance every twenty-four hours, I was as 
hungry after I had eaten it as I had been before. 
How willingly would I have aſhgned a bill for 
one thouſand ducats upon my property in Vienna, 
only to have ſatisfied myſelf one day on dry 
bread !!! My ravenous hunger would ſcarce in- 
dulge me with a quiet ſleep, before I began to 
dream, that I was feaſting at a ſumptuous table, 


where every one of my favorite diſhes were ſerved. 


up in abundance; I ate, dreaming, like a glutton, 
and the whole company ſeemed aſtoniſhed at my 
"VOL AL, | G | appetite : 
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appetite: my ſtomach did not fail me therefore 
11 devoured more greedily in my thoughts. I 


awoke, or rather hunger awoke me; then the 
full diſhes vaniſhed from my eyes, and a longing 


defire to ſatiate the cravings of my hungry belly 


was all chat remained of my viſion. Hunger 


and the calls of nature required always more. 
| Theſe torments deprived me of reſt, and rendered 


this hard fate the more excruciating to my ſoul, 
which now could perceive no hope of releaſe 
from thoſe afflictions, but in its releaſe from all 


earthly ſuffering or enjoyment. 


May the Almighty guard every honeſt man 
from ſuch diſtreſs !! Theſe tortures would have 
been too much for the moſt obſtinate and hard- 
ened villain. A man may endure a ſcarcity for 
eight days, and hunger ſor three; but ſurely no 


man on carth ever faſted fo. bitterly for eleven 


months as I did. People ſay, that little: eating 


is a cuſtom;; but I have experienced the con- 
trary. My hunger, increaled daily, and theſe 


eleven months were, in all the courſe of my life, 


the greateſt trials of my perſeverance. Prayers 


and entreaties were of no ayail ; the anſwer was 
It is the king's polnve order; we dare not 
give you anymore.” I he RT general, 
3 who was naturally a miſantbrope, told me 


one day that I begged of him at leaſt to allow 


| | OR me 
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me a ſufficiency of bread, ©* You have long 


* filver ſervice, which Trench took from him 


my own melancholy refle&ions. Every twenty- 


at noon; the keys of all the doors were at the 


which my pitiſul allowance was handed to me. 
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* enough been eating pattees out of his majeſty's 
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* at the battle of Sorau; you muſt now learn to 
* eat our amunition bread off your c—eſ—]. 
«* Your Empreſs has ſent you no money, and you 
* are not worth the bread and expence which is 
* here beſtowed upon you, &c.“ 

Judge what my foul muſt have felt at ſuch ill- 
treatment; eſpecially as I ſaw that my impriſon- 
ment would be of a duration which could not be 


borne. 
The three 40% were ſhut, and I was left to 
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four hours my bread and vater were brought me 


commandant's; the inſide one alone : had a 
particular window which was ſhut, and through 


All the doors were opened every Wedneſday, 
and the commandant and town-major came to vi- 
ſit me, after my night-ſtool had been cleaned 
by another priſoner. When 1 had obſerved this 
a couple of months, and was convinced that no- 
body entered my priſon during the week, I began 
a labour which I had before properly N 
and found poſſible. 
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The place where the ſtove and ſtool ſtood was 
bricked, and the wall was the arch of the vault 
betwixt another neighbouring caſematte which 
nobody inhabited. I had only one ſentry be- 
fore the window, Bo I ſoon found a couple 


of honeſt fellows, who ſpoke with me in ſpite of 
the orders to the contrary, and deſcribed to me 


the entire ſituation of my jail. By theſe men 1 
learnt, that I might eaſily eſcape, provided I 
could break into the next caſematte, the door of 
which was not faſtened. The queſtion was then, 


to have a friend ready with a boat on the Elbe; 


or if I could eſcape by ſwimming, the borders 
of Saxony were not above a mile diſtant. 

My plan was now formed, a minute detail of 
which would fill half of this book ; but I reſerve 
place for more important circumſtances. How- 
ever I ſhall ſtate it a little at large, as the en- 
terprize was Ty gigantic, and worthy of at- 


| tention. 


' T got the irons looſe, by which my night-ſtool 
was rivetted to the floor, and which were eigh- 
teen inches long, and made faſt to the box- 
plate with three ſmall nails, which I broke on 


the inſide, and on the outſide (which was only 
part examined) I left the heads properly ſticking 


in their places. 
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this means I had iron crows, raiſed the 
TT and found earth underneath them. | 


I began my firſt attempt by endeavouring to 


break a hole behind the night-ſtool, through 


the arch, which was ſeven feet thick. The firſt 


layer in the wall was compoſed of bricks, then 
followed large quarry ſtones. The firſt thing I 
did was, particularly to count and remark the 


bricks of the floor and thoſe of the wall, that I 


might accurately fill up the hole again; this ſuc- 
ceeded, and I attempted further. The day be- 
fore I was viſited, every thing was carefully re- 
placed. About a foot high I broke into the 
wall, the bricks were laid in again, the fine 
lime carefully guarded, the remainder ſcraped 
from the wall, which, perhaps, had been a 
hundred times whitewaſhed, and afforded me 
enough for my wants without being obſerved. I 


formed a bruſh with my hair, then wetted the 


lime, and rubbed it on the wall, againſt which I 


applied my naked body until it became quite dry, 


and of a piece with the reſt. 

During this work the ſtones and rubbiſh 5 
in my bedſtead. If people had only had the 
precaution to hae viſited me any other day than 


Wedneſday, I ſhould have been immediately 


diſcovered ; but as this did not happen during fix 
months, the execution of my incredible under- 
| raking was rendered practicable. _ 


from the wall into its former ſpace. 
in the following manner: Lime and ſtone it was 
impoſſible to put out of the way; I therefore 
uſed earth, ſtrewed ſome in my room, and trod 
upon it the whole day, till it looked like fine 


looſened; 
wooden ſplinters of my bedſtead ; 
an old ſtocking ſerved to bind them together, and 
my hair ſupplied the want of broom. 
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In the meantime I was forced to think of ſome - 


plan to get rid of the rubbiſh from my priſon, 


for it was impoſſible to put every particle broken 
This I did 


duſt. 
This duſt I 1 my window, and 1 climb 


up I made uſe of the night-ſtool, which I had 


then formed a ſmall ſtaff out of the 
the threads of 


In the middle grate of the window I cu: two 
holes into one, which could not be obſerved 
below ; ſcattered my duſt very thick on the wall 
of the window, and pufhed it very carefully 
with my ſtaff through the grate as far as the 
outward edge; I then waited for rougk weather, 
and when the wind blew paſt the window at night, 
I drove the duſt out. with my bruth, which was 
carried away without leaving the ſmalleſt trace 
behind it. | 

In this manner I Love got rid of at leaſt three 
hundred weight of carth, and forwarded my 
labour. 

But 


7 ² i  ; 4 


But as this was not ſufficient, I was aided by 
the following ſtratagem : I formed a quantity 
of mud and earth into the ſhape of human or- 
dure; theſe I dried, and when the lock of the 
laſt door -was opened on Wedneſday, I threw 
them quickly into my convenience, which was 
inſtantly emptied by the priſoner ; and by this 
method I got clear of a couple of pounds every 
week. | 1 
I made likewiſe ſmall balls, and flung them, one 
after another, through the window, by means of 
a piece of paper, when the centinel was walking 
up and down. By theſe arts I made room, filled 
the vacant ſpace below the boards with lime and 
ſtones, and proceeded very ſucceſsfully in my 
work. 5 : | 5 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the trouble I met 
with after I had got a couple of feet deep into the 
quarry ſtones ; the irons of my convenience, and 
at laſt thoſe of my bed, were my beſt helps. An 
honeſt ſentry once ſupplied me with an old iron 
ram-rod, which proved of infinite ſervice, and a 
ſoldier's knife with a wooden ſheath, which coſts 
about two kreutzers, and is called a ei: this 


laſt was of incredible utility to me in the end, as 


will hereafter be related. With this knife I cut 


pieces from the boards of the bed, and made 
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ſplinters, with which J wrought the lime from 


betwixt the ſtones. 
The labour which this wall of ſeven feet thick- 


| neſs coſt me is incredible; the building was an- 


cient, and the lime in ſome places quite petrified ; 
ſo that I was obliged to grind whole ſtones into 


duſt. This conſtant working laſted ſix months, 


before I came to the the laſt layer of ſtones, 
which I eaſily knew by the bricks with which - 
the inſides of all caſematte rooms are built. Dur- 
ing this time I had opportunities of ſpeaking with 
the ſentries : amongſt them I found an old gre- 
nadier, called Gefhardi, whom I name here, as 
he will, in the courſe of my hiſtory, appear one 
of the moſt generous and magnanimous men on 
earth. From him I learnt the whole ſituation of 
my priſon, and every circumſtance by which 1 


might gain my liberty. I wanted nothing but 


money to buy a boat and fly with him to Sax- 
ony. Through him I became acquainted with 
a Jewiſh girl, named Eſther Heymannin, from 

Deſſau, whoſe father was condemned to ten years 
impriſonment there. This worthy girl, whom 1 
could never ſee, won over two other grenadiers, 


who gave her an opportunity to ſpeak with me 


whenever they were on ſentry. With my ſplin- 
ters I made a long ſtick, which I bound together, 
and 
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and reached to the palliſades before the window ; 


by this I received paper, a knife, and a file. 
I wrote to my ſiſter, who was married to the 
only ſon. of General Waldow (the ſame whom I 
ſpoke of in the firſt volume); ſhe lived fourteen 
miles from Berlin. To this ſiſter I deſcribed my 
ſituation ; gave her inſtructions how to att for 
effecting my emancipation, and begged her 
to give this Jewels three hundred rix-dollars, as 
by her help I had found means to prepare a mode 
of eſcape from my priſon. At the ſame time I 
gave her a moving letter to the Imperial miniſter, 
Count Puebla, in Berlin; and incloſed a bill for 
one thouſand florins, for him to diſcount at 
Vienna, and pay to Heymannin. I promiſed her 
theſe thouſand florins, as a reward for her 
fidelity ; the three hundred rix-dollars from my 
fiſter, ſhe was to bring with her, and make every 
preparation to promote my flight with her grena- 


diers, which was either to be done by means of 


the hole in the wall, which was half-finiſhed, 
or by help of the Jeweſs and ſentry cutting round 
the locks of my door. The letters were open, 


as I could only wind them round the ſtick to 


reach them to her. | | 
The poor honeſt girl went immediately to Ber- 
lin, where ſhe arrived ſafe, and waited on Count 
Puebla. He gave her every conſolation, took the 
letter 
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letter and bill, and ordered her to ſpeak with his 
ſecretary, Mr. Weingarten, and do whatever he 
commanded her. . 


She went to him, was 1 in the moſt 


friendly manner: he enquired every thing; ſhe 


told him the whole ſtory, and plan concerted for 
my {light by help of the two grenadiers, and t that 
ſhe had letters for my filter in Hamme. 

. He demanded this letter, read it, got to the 


knowledge of the matter, deſired her to go im- 


mediately to my ſiſter, and gave her a couple of 
ducats for her journey, with orders to come to 
him on her return ; in the meantime he 
would take care of the payment of the one 


thouſand florins at Vienna, and give her further 


inſtructions. | | | | 

The girl went joyfully to Hamme. My fiſter, 
who was now a widow, and had no longer her 
huſband to fear, as in the year 1746, was tranſ- 
ported at the news of my being {till alive ; gave 
her the three hundred rix-dollars, and encou- 


_ raged her to contribute Every: thing towards my 


. 1 
She haſtened with a letter 5 me back again | 
to Berlin; carried the news to Weingarten. He 
read my lter s letter, aſked her a thouſand queſ- 
tions, even the names of the two grenadiers, 
told her that the one thouſand florins were not 
| yet 
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yet come from Vienna, gave her twelve ducats, 


with orders to return inſtantly to Magdeburg, and 
carry me the good news, and afterwards to haſ- 


ten back to Berlin and receive her pro- 
miſed reward. The good girl flew to Magde- 
burg, came to. the citadel, but fortunately met 
the grenadier s wife in Front of the gate, who, 
ſobbing and crying, informed her, that her huſ- 
band and his comrade were arreſted the day be- 
fore, laid in irons, and firictly guarded. The 
Jewels had a good underſtanding, and rightly 
Judging that all. was diſcovered, turned imme- 
diately about, and fled ſafe to Deſſau. 

I will now interrupt my relation, and explain 
to my readers this ſhocking riddle, as after my 
releaſe I received a written account of the whole 
tranſaction from this ſame Jeweſs, which I have 
actually in my hands. 

The ambaſſador's ſecretary, Mr. „ 
was afterwards publicly known to be a traitor, 
in whom Count Puebla confided too much, and 
was at that time really a ſpy in Pruſſia pay, 
vho diſcovered all the ſecrets of the Auſtrian em- 
baſſy to the Berlin miniſtry, as well as the mi- 
litary plans formed in Vienna. On the breaking 
out of the war he remained, like a perfidious 
wretch, in Pruſſia; he betrayed me with a view 
of pocketing my thouſand florins; for it is 


clearly 
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clearly proved, that Count Puebla ſent my bill 

to Vienna, which was paid him by my admini- 

ſtrators on the twenty-fourth of May, 1755, and 

charged to me when I received my liberty. 1 
never can believe that the miniſter kept this 

money, though a receipt for it was given by 

himſelf in my account-books at Vienna, which 

I now have to produce. 

As ſoon as Weingarten had drawn 1 infor- 
mation from the Jeweſs, that he might rob 
1 me of one thouſand florins, he ruined me! 
Wl cauſed the untimely death of my ſiſter, and was 
| the occaſion of having my two faithful grena- 
diers condemned, the one to be hung, and the 


other to be flogged up and down the ſtreets for 


three days, 
The Jew girl was the only one who was for- 


tunate enough to eſcape ſafe. After I had ob- 
tained my liberty ſhe cleared up and gave me a 
detail of the whole matter. In Magdeburg it 
was faid, a Jewels had fetched money from my 
ſiſter, and bribed two grenadiers to aſſiſt me; one 
of them had truſted ſomething to his comrade, 
and was by him betrayed. Truly they durſt not 
{ay otherwiſe in Magdeburg ; and nobody could 
know that the Auſtrian ambaſſador's ſecretary in 
Berlin had diſcovered me ; but this hiſtory will 
diſcloſe the real truth, wy books ſhew, that Count 
Puebla 


Lac 
2 


8 B A R ON 1 R E NC k. 29 
Puebla got caſh for the bill, and the Jeweſs is 
ſtill a living witneſs, and reſides now in Deſſau. 

Her poor father, who languiſhed in confine- 


ment, received above one hundred prugels. He 
was to confeſs if his daughter had not truſted him 


with the plot, and where ſhe was fled to. Not 


being able to endure this barbarous h he 


3 miſerably in chains. 
Such wounds were occaſioned by a villain ! But 


who was chiefly to blame? Certainly the Count 


| Paebla, who ſo blindly repealed ſuch entire conhi- 


dence 1 in him. 
In the year 1766; clnſrquently eleven years 


alter this adventure, I received the firſt news of 


this honeſt Jewels, who, had it not been for the 


raſcality of Weingarten, would undeubtedly have 


procured my liberty. She begged for the 


| thouſand florins which were promiſed to her; I 


was then in the free Imperial city of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, and wrote immediately to my agent, 
Mr. Weyrauch, with a letter and intreaties to his 
excellency, then General Pueblo, who was at that 
time in Vienna, entreating him to return me my 


thouſand florins, as the Jewels never received 
a farthing, but two ducats, from Weingarten: 
nay, more, I claimed it as my right; for 
His- excellency had given a receipt for this 


money in Vienna. But he was pleaſed to 


dif- 
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ons or 
to diſmiſs my commiſſioner with the moſt touch- 
ing rudeneſs ; he did not ſo much as deign to 
anſwer my dry German letter; and, in ſhort, 
his excellency was moſt graciouſly pleaſed to ren- 
der me a thouſand florins poorer. : 
But whether or not his excellency's heirs are 
indebted to me for thoſe thouſand florins, and 
the intereſt of it, I ſhall leave to the judgment 
of the candid and juſt reader. My memoirs 
will clearly prove, that I was thrice betrayed and 
ſold in Vienna; they will likewiſe ſhew, that 
1 was unfortunate in Danzig and Berlin, becauſe 
I naturally conceived, that an ambaſſador's ſe- 
cretary mult at leaſt be a well-proved ſtateſman, 
and not a villain, nor a kidnapper. 
But, alas! the money of which he robbed * me, 
has never yet been reſtored ; and the perſonal 
misfortune which his condutt occaſioned, can ne- 
ver be attoned for, nor compenſated by any mo- 
narch on earth. However I muſt relate them 
in this hiſtory, which, on account of its verity, | 
can never be doubted, for I have the d6cuments. 
and teſtimonies, that Abramſon in Danzig, and 
Weingarten in Berlin, were perfidious villains, and 
which I am {till able to Po before any judge 
or tribunal. 
I beſech every feeling reader to pauſe a 
few moments at this gen, and judge what 
my ſoul muſt leel while 1 indite 1 it. | 
1 wy- 
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1 myſelf, owing to the treachery of Weingarten, 
was loaded with ponderous chains. which tortured 
me for nine years; an innocent man loſt his 


life at the gallows, and my affectionate filter was 
obliged to build me a new priſon in the ſtar-fort, 


at her own expence ; the Fiſcus multted her in 


a ſum, which I never could learn ; her eſtates 


were ſhortly after plundered and laid waſte ; her 
children; by this adventure, were reduced to the 
molt extreme indigence, and ſhe herſelf died, 
broken-hearted, in the n of her age, in her 
thirty- third year. | 

Bleſſed ſhadow of a worthy ſiſter, viſtie of my 
ſhocking fate! I have hitherto been too feeble to 
revenge thee. The blood of Weingarten. could 
no more ſoil my ſword. I have ſought him: 1 


would have purſued him to the foot of the altar; 


but he was in ſecurity, and now the villain 1s 
rotting in his grave. Pucbla was faulty from ſtu- 
pidity ; and his Berlin embaſſy was of little ho- 
nor or advantage to thoſe who appointed him. 
Unfortunate ſiſter! I pay thee this tribute of an 
affectionate and grateful heart, in the loudly com- 
plaining hiſtory of my wretched life. May the 


Almighty cternally and amply reward thee, if 


rewards are to be expected beyond the grave. 
From monarchs, who ſaw both thee and 


treated ill with indifference, neither we nor our, 


children 
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children have to hope for a reward here or here- 
after. Peace to thy noble, gentle foul ! thy bro- 
ther's enemies have murdered thee. The feel- 
ings of a brother rouſe my blood when I think 


of thee; and manly tears of ſorrow roll to-day, 


below this ink, when I confider myſelf as the 
_ cauſe of thy innocent“ ſufferings and untimely 


death. 
Thy fate was 1 to me in priſon > I re- 


ceived my liberty; I ſought thee, to be thankful), 
and found thee in the grave! I would have re- 
warded thy children, and unfeeling monarchs 
have rendered me too poor to fulfil this duty ! ! ! 
Cruel ſituation for an honeſt man! What con- 
cerned myſelf alone, I learnt with magnanimity to 
conquer and deſpiſe; but the fate of my ſiſter, 
and ber whole family, ruined by /Yemgarten's per- 
| fidy, I can neither forget nor brook : and as cafily 
as I can forgive injuries which touch myſelf alone, 
fo willingly would I this moment ruſh on a thou- 
ſand ſwords, that would oppoſe my juſt revenge, 
or defend the behaviour of Weingarten. 
But enough of this! Even the worthy Emperor 
Francis ſhed tears, when in an audience I related 
to him this ſhocking and doleful ſtory. I ſaw his 
noble, manly feelings, and a pure thankfulneſs 
made me fall, trembling at his feet. The com- 
| paſſionate monarch tore himſelf looſe, leſt me, 
and I glid with admiration to the door. 
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Perhaps he would have done more than pi- 
tied me, but he died ſoon afterwards; and I 
mention this only to offer a grateful thankſgiv- 
ing to his memory, and aſſure poſterity, that 
the Emperor Francis poſſeſſed elevated feelings, 
and a manly heart. This is the only ſuch ex- 
ample I ever met with in princes, during the 
whole courſe of my long experience in the world. 
Frederick and Thereſa, from whom I deſerved re- 
wards, both died without doing me juſtice; and 
at preſent I am too old, too proud, and too indif- 

L ferent, to merit this reward from their ſucceſ- 
ſors : beg it I never will, becauſe 1 believe I 
have deſerved it; and I know judges and adus- 
cates too well, to demand it legally : neither have 
I an army to ſupport me, if I wiſhed to exact 
my right. I hope this digrefſion will be pardoned : 
no honeſt man, who can reflect, and put himſelf 
in my place, will take it amiſs ; ſimple truth 
guides my pen, and the recollection of ſuch an 
adventure ſhakes the ſoul of the philoſopher, and 
rouſes the man. But to proceed. 
I learnt nothing in my priſon for the firſt few 
days ; but my honeſt G if hardt ſoon came ſentry 
upon me. As the poſts were doubled, and my 
doors guarded by two grenadiers, it was impoſ- 
ſible to converſe without danger; however 
VOL. IT, 1 he 
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he informed me concerning the fate of his two 
unfortunate comrades. 

The king came about - this time to the review 
at Magdeburg ; he went to the ſtar-fort himſelf, 
and commanded the new priſon to be built for 


me with all expedition ; even ordered the chains 


with which I was to be fettered. My faithful 
Gifhardt heard his officers ſay, that this new Jail 


vas deſtined for me. He appriſed me of the de- 


ſign ; but at the ſame time aſſured me, that it 
could not be finiſhed before the end of the 
mouth. 

I immediately took the reſolution to complete 


my hole through the wall as faſt as poſſible, and to 


ly without waiting for any further ſuccour. 
This was poſſible ; for I had made a cord 

from my bed, which I would have bound to a 

cannon, and let myſelf down from the rampart, 


fwum over the Elbe, and as the Saxon borders 


were only a mile diſtant, I could certainly have 

eſcaped. 0 
On the twenty- — of May I wanted to break 
into the neighbouring caſematte; but when 1 
endeavoured to make my way through the 
brick floor, I found them ſo cloſe joined toge- 
ther, ihat I was obliged to delay the operation 
till next day. The morning had already ap- 
peared, when I left off faint and fatigued; and 
| = if 
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if any one had accidentally come into the room, 
they muſt have diſcovered the undermined hole. 
— Dreadful predicament!!! 

The twenty-ſeventh of May was a PE of r new 
misfortunes for me; my priſon in the flar-fort 
was more expeditiouſly finiſhed than would have 
been imagined ; and as the night came on, and I 


was preparing for my flight, a coach ſtopped at 
my jail. God! how was I alarmed ! ! thou alone 


knoweſt what I felt. Locks and doors were 
opened; in the hurry I concealed a knife as the 
laſt reſource, in a ſecret part of my body, and 


at that moment the town-major, with the field- : 
officer of the day, and a captain, with two lant- 


- horns, entered my priſon. | 
Not a word was ſpoke, but put on your 


* clothes.” Thoſe were {till my old Imperial cor- 
duan uniform; upon which ſomebody reached 
me a pair of irons, which I was obliged to 
put round my hands and feet. The town-major 


then bound a cloth over my eyes; they ſeized 
me under the arms, and conveyed me to the 
coach. Before we could arrive at the ſtar- fort, 
we were under the neceſſity of going through the 
citadel and town. I heard nothing but the gingling 
of the convoy which ſurrounded the coach, and 
a vaſt concourſe of curious people, who were aſ- 
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ſembled in the town; for it was reported that I 
was to be beheaded in the ſtar-fort. 
It is certain, numbers who ſaw me conducted 


through the town with my eyes bound, have re- 


ported, that on the twenty-feventh of May, 


Trenck was carried to the ſtar-fort, and there 
beheaded. The officers of the garriſon were or- 


dered to confirm this report, as nobody was to 


know where I was. But I, alas! knew it; my 
cruel fate concealed no torment from me! As 
my mouth was not ſtopped, I pretended to expett 


death, ſpoke to my conduttors in a tone that 


made them tremble ; and did not paint their mo- 


narch in the moſt advantageous colours, for hav- 


ing condemned a faithful ſubject unjuſtly and un- 


heard. 


People admired my conſtancy in the very mo- 


ment' that I ſeemed to await death from the 
executioner. | Not a ſoul anſwered me; their 


ſighs manifeied every degree of pity and com- 
paſſion; and certain it is, that few Pruſſians ex- 


ecute ſuch orders willingly. 
At length the coach halted ; I was conveyed 


from it into my new priſon; the cloth was 


looſened from my eyes, by the faint glimmer- 


ing of ſome light. But what was the ſtate 


of my mind, when two black, diabolical look- 
ing liniths, armed with a fire-pan and . ham- 


mer, 
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mer, preſented themſelves to my view, and I 

ſaw the floor covered with ponderous chains! 
They immediately began their work ; my feet 

were bound with heavy chains to an iron ring 


drove into the wall; this ring was raiſed three feet 


from the floor, ſo that I could move about two 
paces to the right and left. A ring as broad as my 
hand was next put round my naked body, 

Which was chained a thick iron bar, two feet long, 
at the ends of which my hands were faſtened, as 
may be ſeen in the print of the title page. The 
enormous neck- iron was not laid on till the year 


1786. 


"ch and I heard four doors ſhut, one after 
the other, with a frightful rattling. | 
Here was I-left to my own melancholy reflec- 
tions, without comfort or aid, and fitting in 
gloomy darkneſs upon the wet floor. My fetters 
ſeemed to me inſupportable, until I became ac- 


cuſtomed to them ; and I-thanked God, that my 


knife had not been diſcovered, with which I was 
immediately about to end my ſufferings. This 
is a true conſolation for the unfortunate man, who 
is elevated above the prejudice of the vulgar, and 


with this a man may bid e to fate and 


monarchs, 


D423” „ 


No one ſaid good night; all departed in horrid 
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My pen is little capable of deſcribing to the rea- 
der, the various ſtruggles which paſſed during 
the firſt night, both in my heart and my deter- 
minations, nor what withheld me from my laſt 
reſolve. I plainly perceived, that this fate was 
not deſtined to me for a ſhort time, as I was 
acquainted with the war going to break out be— 
twixt Auſtria and Pruſſia; and to await the event 
with patience ſeemed to me impoſſible. I had 
likewiſe reaſon to doubt, that people would inte- 
reſt themſelves in my behalf in Vienna; for 1 


knew that city from experience, and was well 


aſſured, that thoſe who had plundered and robbed 


me, would ſtrain every nerve to prevent my re- 
turn. In theſe thoughts I paſſed the night; the 


day appeared, but not in its brightneſs for me ; 


| however I could, 5 its glimmerings, obſerve my 


priſon. 

The breadth was eight feet, the length ten; 
four bricks were raiſed from the gro and 
built in the corner, upon which I condi ſit, and 
lean my head againſt the wall. Oppoſite to the 
ring to which J was chained, was an artificial 


ors, in the form of a ſemicircle, but only 


one foot high, and two feet in diameter, which 
was made in the fix feet thick wall. The open- 
ing was built _ upwards as far as the middle, 


where there was a narrow grate; and this air- 
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hole, or window, Was ſecured, both without and 
withinſide, with ſtrong, cloſe iron bars. 

My priſon was built in the great « ditch, cloſe to 
the rampart, about eight feet broad in the infide ; 
but the window reached almoſt to the ſecond 
wall, therefore I could receive no light from 
above, and had only the appearance of day, 
through ſo narrow a hole. However, in the 
courle of time, my organs became ſo accuſtomed 
to it, that I could perceive a mouſe ; but in 
winter, when the ſun ſeldom or never ſhone 
in the ditch, it was eternal night with me. On 
the inſide, before the grate, was a window, the 
middle pane of which might be opened to let 
in the air. Near me ftood a night-ſtool, which 
was every day carried out, and alſo a water-jar. 

In the wall my name, Trenck, might be read, 
built with red. bricks; and at my feet was a 
grave-ſtone, with a death's- head and my name 1n- 
ſcribed upon it, beneath which I was to have 
been interred. My: jail, had double doors made 
of oak; in front of them was a ſort of anti- 
chamber, with a window, and this was likewiſe 
faſtened with two doors. VE 

As the monarch had given poſitive orders, that 
all connection and opportunities of fpeaking with 
ſentries ſhould be debarred me, that I might not 
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have it in my power to ſeduce them, my priſon ' 
was built ſo as not to be penetrated; and the ditch 
in which my palace ſtood, was croſſed on each 
fide by paliſades twelve feet high, and the key 
kept by the officer of the guard. I had no other 
excrciſe than leaping up and down on the ſpot 
where I was chained, or ſhaking the upper part 
of my body till I grew warm. In time I could 
move about four feet on each ſide, but my 
ſhin bones ſuffered by this increaſe of territory. 

The priſon was built up with mortar and lime 
in the courle of eleven days, and I was imme- 
diately conducted into it; which made every 
body think, that T could not many * ſurvive 
the dampneſs of che wall. 

J fat for fix months conſtantly in water, which 
was perpetually Topping down upon me from 
the roof of the arch. I can afſure my reader, 
that my body was not dry during the firſt three 
months, and yet I kept my beak. As often 
as I was viſited, which was every day at twelve 
o'clock, after guard mounting, the doors were 
obliged to be left open ſome minutes, or the 
ſtifled vapour and dampneſs of the wall extin- 
guiſhed the candles of the lanthorn. | 

In this condition I remained, abandoned by 
friends, without help, or comfort ; where reflec- 
tion was'my only employment, and where, during 

| e the 
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y conſtancy became confirmed, 
and my heart more obdurate, nothing but the moſt 
frightful images of grief and woe were perpetually 
preſenting themſelves to my mortified imagina- 
tion. The fituation could not have been more 
calculated for deſpair ; nor can I to-day deſcribe 
the cauſe which reſtrained -my arm, for I was far 
above all narrow prejudices, nor ever felt the 
leaſt fear for occurrences beyond the grave. 
My deſign was to challenge fortune, and to 
obtain my victory in ſpite of every impedi- 
ment. The ambition to accompliſh this vic- 
tory, was, perhaps, the ſtrongeſt inducement 
to this reſolve, which at length roſe to ſuch a 
degree of heroiſm and perſeverance, that Socrates, 
in his old days, could not boaſt of more. He 
was old, ceaſed to feel, and drank the poi- 
ſon with indifference. I, on the contrary, was 
in the fire of my youth, and the aim to which I 
aſpired, ſeemed to be on all ſides far diſtant. The | 
preſent ſituation of my body, and the tortures of 
my ſoul, were of ſuch a nature, as gave but 
little reaſon to expe, that my ms could 
ſupport them for any length of time* 


| — With 


firſt days, unti 


* 'The tranſlatator feels' himſelf bound to vindicate himſelf 
from the odium which muſt neceſſarily fall on him, were he 
ſuſpected of adopting or countenancing the principles which the 

Paron 7 reuck holds in this and other paſſages of his memoirs. 
| | However 
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With theſe thoughts I ſtruggled till mid-day, 
when my cage was, for the firſt time, opened. 
Sorrow and compaſſion were painted on the coun- 
tenances of my guards; not one ſpoke a word, 
not ſo much as + good-morrow, and terrible 
was their arrival ! for not being uſed to the mon- 

ſtrous bolts and locks, they rattled near half an 
hour at the doors, before the laſt could be 
opened. : 

My convenience was carried out, and a wooden 
bedſtead, with a mattreſs and woolen cover were 
brought in, likewiſe an amunition loaf of fix 


pounds ; upon which the town-major ſaid : 
. 
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However thoſe principles may have come recommended to the 
baron, by the practice of ſome of the moſt conſpicuous, and in 
other reſpects, moſt virtuous characters of antiquity, the tranſla- 
tor is too much impreſſed with the pure tenets of the Chriſtian 
religion, to give into them. Allowance, however, is to be made 
by the candid and compaſſionate, for the aberrations of a young 
man, nobly born, and more converſant with the code of military 
ordinances than with the ſacred ſcriptures. Trained from his 
earlieſt youth in the relaxed morality of a courtly and military 
life, and enduring diſtreſſes uncommonly ſevere, which his heart 
told him he had in no ſhape merited; even the greateſt fortitude, 
under ſuch hard circumſtances, may be ſhaken, and the 
perpetuity of injuſtice form that into a. deliberate opinion, 
which deſpair alone ſuggeſted at firſt. However this may be, 
the tranſlator thinks it his duty, to exhibit his original as correctly 
as he can, entering at the ſame time this proteſt in his own be- 
half. i | 
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as That you may no longer complain of hunger, 
« you ſhall bave as much bread as you can eat.” 
A water-jar, containing about two quarts, was 
placed beſide me, the doors were = again ſhut, and 
I was left to myſelf. 


God! howcan 1 deſcribe the luxurious delight ; 
I felt in the moment I had an opportunity, 


for the firſt time, of ſatiating the raging hunger, 
which had been eleven months gnawing me. No 
joy feemed to me more perfett than this, and no 
mill could grind the hard corn with more ex- 
pedition than my teeth devoured my amunition 
loaf; no fiery lover, after a long and tedious 
languiſhing, could fall with more 3 into 
the arms of his yielding fair, nor any tyger more 
ravenous on his prey, than I on my humble re- 


paſt. I ate, I reſted, ate again, ſhed tears, 


took one piece after another, and before "8 
all was devoured. 

NAruRE | what effeQ have thy wants on the 
feelings of mankind ! What voluptuouſnefſs might 


the rich man enjoy, if he would not dine till he 


had faſted twenty-four, or forty-eight hours!!! 
People would ſurely have but little occaſion for 
maſter cooks, or ſumptuous entertainments, to tic- 
kle the palat if they would procure themſelves the 
true reliſh for eating by hunger. How delicious has 
olten a mouthful of mouldy bread been to me !! 


? Let 
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Let the proof be but voluntarily made, and I will 
be thanked for leſſons, which nothing but real 
experience, and an actual probation can confirm. 
My firſt tranſports did not laſt long, and 1 ſoon 
learnt, that enjoyment without moderation creates 
diſguſt. My ſtomach was enfeebled by long ab- 
ſtinence, the digeſtion was impeded, my whole 
body ſwelled, my water jar was empty, cramps 
cholicks, and at laſt thirſt, with incredible pains, 
tortured me till the next day. I already curſed 
thoſe, whom a ſhort time before I had bleſſed, 
for giving me. enough to eat. 
Without a bed I ſhould that night have de- 
ſpaired ; I was not accuſtomed . to my cruel 
chains, nor had I learnt the art of laying with 
them, which at laſt, time and habitude taught me ; 
however I could fit crooked upon my dry mat- 
treſs. That night was one of the moſt ſevere I 
ever endured. The following day, when my 
priſon was opened, I was found in the moſt 
wretched condition. People were amazed at my 
appetite, and offered me another loaf. I refuſed 
it, for I believed I ſhould have no occaſion for 
more. Notwithſtanding they brought me one, 
gave me drink, ſhrugged up their ſhoulders, and 
wiſhed me happineſs, for to every appearance, I 
could not ſuffer long; the door was again ſhut, 
without even . if I wanted any further al- 
fiſtance. 


Three 
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Three days paſſed before I could taſte ano- 
ther morſel ; in the meantime my foul grew de- 
jected in my fickly body, and my death was 
reſolved upon. 

My fetters were inſupportable, and I could 
fall upon no plan to accuſtom myſelf to them, 
or with patience to expett my deliverance. The 
approaching war was known to me, and to wait 
for peace ſeemed utterly impoſſible. 

In ſhort, during the firſt days of my me- 
lancholy, every thing appeared to me equally 
inſupportable as inſurmountable. 1 found a thou- 
ſand reaſons which convinced me, that it was now 
time to end my ſufferings. 

1 will not here decide upon theological dif- 
putes; let the man who blames me, reflect, and 
fancy himſelf in my fituation, provided he is ca- 
pable, without actual experience, of judging ac- 
cording to the real weight of the circumſtances. 
In proſperity I never ſhunned death, and in my 
condition at that time, it ee to me a true 
bleſſing. : 

Big with theſe "ON looked upon every 
minute of delay as folly ; and to remain longer 
undetermined, I conſidered as a piece of mean 
cowardice. However I wiſhed to curb the firſt 
impulſes of deſperation, and give myſelf time 
to weigh all cauſes and objections in cool blood. 
35 . | For 
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For this purpoſe I determined to wait eight 
days longer, and fixed the fourth of July as 
the period of my fate. 

Meanwhile I thought upon every method to 
aid myſelf, or breath out my ſoul upon the bayo- | 


nets of my guards. | 
Next day, when my doors opened, I diſco- 


vered they were only wood, and it ſtruck me 
to cut out the locks with my knife, which I 


brought ſo fortunately from the citadel, and at- 


tempt my eſcape, which if I failed in, left the 
other horrid alternative always open to me. 

I immediately made the trial, if it was poſſible 
to rid myſelf of my irons, and luckily broke 
the iron off the right-hand, although the 


: blood ran under my nails, but could not get 


off that from my left; yet with ſome pieces of 


the brick of my ſeat I hammered ſo fortu- 


nately againſt the peg of my handcuff, which 


was but negligently faſtened, that I got it out, 
and thus freed both my arms. 


To the ring round my body there was only one 
haſp, faſtened to the chain of my arm-bar. I 
oppoleU my foot to the wall, and found I could 
bend it; there now remained the principal chain 


between the wall and my fect ; nature had given 


me ſtrength, I twiſted it acroſs  Iprung with force 
back 
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back | from the wall, and two links inſtantly gave 
way. | 

Free from chains, I fancied myſelf heady 
happy, went to the door, felt for the points of 
the nails with which the lock was faſtened on 
the outſide, and found that I had not a great 
deal of wood to cut out. I immediately took 
my knife, made a ſmall hole through, diſcovered 
that the oak boards were onl, one inch thick, 

and that there was a poſſibility ol opening all the 
four doors in the ſpace of one day. Full of hope 
I returned to put on my irons ; but what difficulty 
had I here to ſurmount ! ! ! 

The broken links I "WY after a long ſearch, 
and threw them into my night- ſtool ; fortunately 
for me that nobody viſited it, not even until the 

day of my attempt, becauſe they ſuſpected no- 
thing. With a piece of my hair ribbon I bound 
the chain together ; but when I wanted to put the 
irons on my hands, they were ſo ſwelled, that 
every attempt was in vain ; I worked the whole 
night, but to no purpoſe. 

Twelve o'clock, the viſiting hour, approached ; 
neceſſity and danger urged me on; freth attempts 

| were made, with incredible torments; and when 
my keepers. eue, every thing was in proper 
order: | 
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I found it impoſſible to get. my tortured hand 


out again for ſome time. 


On the fourth of july, as ſoon as the doors 
were {but, all my fetters were laid off, and with 
my knife I began this Herculcan labour. 

In leſs than an hour the firit door was opened ; 
but, O heavens! what hardſhips did I meet with in 
the ſecond! The lock was ſoon cut round, but 
as the bar was faſtened to it, and it opened on'the 


outſide, there was no other method than by cut- 


ting through the door above the bar; this, with 
great labour, I likewiſe accompliſhed, but found 
it the more difficult, as every thing was to be 
done by groping in the dark. My fingers were 
all wounds, the ſweat ſtreamed on the ground, 
and the raw fleſh hung bleeding to my hands, 
I now found day-light, and climbed over the 
half door. In the antichamber was a ſmall win- 
dow; I got up, and ſaw that my priſon was in the 
main ditch. I perceived the entry to it, and the 
guard about fifty yards from me; likewiſe the 
high palliſades which were in front of my ail, 
and which I muſt climb over before I could gain 
the rampart. My hopes increaſed, and my la- 
bour was doubled when I arrived at the third 
door, which was ſimilar to the firſt, and only re- 


quired the lock to be cut round. The ſun was 
ſetting when I had finiſhed this. The fourth was 


— 


to 
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to be operated upon like the ſecond : my ſtrength 


had almoſt failed me, and the lacerated ſtate of 


my hands baniſhed all my hopes. 
After T had reſted awhile,. I made another at- 
tack, and the aperture was finiſhed within a foot, 
when my knife broke, and the blade el. to the 
ground. 
Was there ever any creature more J bt i in 
deſpair than myſelf at this moment? The moon 


thone bright; I looked ſtedfaſtly towards hea- 


ven, fell upon my weary knees, ſought new cou- 
rage and comfort, but found none, either i in reli- 
gion or philoſophy. 

Without accuſing providence—without the 
ſmalleſt fear for my defeat, or for the juſtice of 
a God, who is the diſpoſer of our fate, and who 
had given me but manly ſtrength in circumſtances 
which far ſurpaſſed this ſtrength, I recommended 


myſelf to the judge of death, ſeized the bro- 


ken picce of my knife, and cut the veins of my 


left arm and foot, ſat Jon quietly in a corner of 


my jail, and ſuffered my blood to flow; a ſud- 


den ſwoon maſtered my ſenſes, nor do I know 


how long I. had flumbered in this peaceful ſitu- 
ation, until I heard my name mentioned; I 
awoke, and ſomebody on the outſide of the 
priſon called out, Baron Tren:k ! 

My anſwer was—Who calls, and who was it ? 


— 


VOL. It, E - | | My 


Er oe Wor NC I TT Ges be CSE ES, 
n . ͤ Iu ON 
T7 Ss IRE DN 
ö 
8 
3 


2D Bb. > 4 


„. ˙ͤ— re; 5 
a * 


— 3 —— ů — — 2 — — # 


—_—_— OI 


I AT 
19440605 oth 


— 


* * . gy: 
a — — C — = —_—_ 2 = — * 
rr . — So RS 
— —Uäà-⅛ en re Ir 4 


cc —⅜ͤi ae.” et ' 2 
2 5 a Gal Loads DIC OSBgE INE ESD * 8 „ T 2 We GET 
, = R TEES 2 2 5 - * ry wh n * — 
b . = Ga * " — <4 ** & - . 
— R ———— 2 — 4 2 Se — 4 — k 


„ 


50 ons or 


My honeſt grenadier. Gefhardt, who haſt pro- 
miſed me all aid in the citadel. | 
This generous man was deſcended from the 
rampart upon my priſon to comfort me. 

He aſked—How goes it ? I anſwered, after 
he had made himſelf known—I am laying in 


blood, to-morrow you will find me dead. © What, 


„ die!” returned he, it is much eaſier for 
you to eſcape from hence than from the citadel. 
You have no ſentries, and I will fall upon ways 
and means to ſupply you with inſtruments. 
If you can but break out, leave the reſt to 
* me. As often as I am upon guard here I will 
find an opportunity of ſpeaking with you. 
There are only two ſentries in the whole fort, 
one in front of the guard, and one at the 

barrier. Don't deſpair ; God will aſſiſt you; 
truſt to him and my endeavours.” 

After a ſhort diſcourſe my courage returned, 
1 ſaw a poſlibility to eſcape, a ſecret joy dit- 


fuſed itfelf over my foul—I immediately tore my 


ſhirt, bound up my wounds, and expected the day, 


which was ſoon uſhered. in by the enlivening 
Tun. - 


I will now leave my reader to judge, if it was 
a mere accident, or the effect of providence, that 


gave me this conſolation and hope, in the very 


moment in which I wanted to breath my ſoul 
| away. 


n A rn e,, A. 
away. Who called then the worthy Gęfhardt to 
my jail ? for without him, I ſhould undoubtedly, 
when I awoke, have cut the reſt of the veins, to 
complete my deſign. 

| I had now till noon to reflect on what was fur- 
ther to be done. What could I expect elſe, than 
to be worſe uſed and harder fettered than before, 
as ſoon as my cut doors and broken chains ſhould 
be diſcovered? Upon mature deliberation, I came 
to the following reſolution, which fortunately ſuc- 
ceeded contrary to all my expectations. But be- 
fore I relate this, I will mention a few words of 
my fituation at that time. 
It is utterly impoſſiple to deſcribe my wearineſs. 

My blood floated in the priſon, and but little 
remained in my veins ; my wounds pained me; 
my hands were ſtiff and ſwollen with my exceſſive 
labour, and I was without a ſhirt, as that was em- 
ployed to bind my veins; I had been ſurpriſed by 
ſleep, and had ſcarcely ſtrength to ſtand upright ; 
yet, notwithſtanding all this, I was forced to con- 
tinue awake, in order to execute my plan. 

With the iron bar of my hands, I eaſily broke 

| down the bricks of the bench upon which I fat, it 
being but newly built, and I laid all the ſtones 
in the middle of my priſon. The inner door was 
entirely open; the upper part of the ſecond 1 
barred with my chain at the hinges and locks, 


1 2 07 wy ; 


P 

= 
4 
: 
+ =] 
=_ 
. 
* 


3 ME MO IRS OF 


ſuch a manner as to prevent any body entering. 
As ſoon as it was noon,” and the outward door 
was opened, every one was terrified to ſee all the 
others open alſo. I ſtood oppoſite the inner 
door in the moſt frightful figure, covered with 
blood like a deſperado; in one hand I held a 


huge ſtone, in the other my broken knife, and 


cried out, “keep back ! keep back! major, tell 
the commandant, that I will no longer live in 
* chains, here let him ſhoot me, no man ſhall 
* enter, I will flay go of you, ere one ſhall come 


„ in.—My knife remains, here will J die, in 


« ſpite of your power.“ 

The major was terrified, knew not what to do, 
and ſent to acquaint the commanding officer 
with the affair. In the mcantime, I fat down up- 


on my heapof ſtones, and awaited my further fate. 


My ſecret determination did not really aim at 
any thing deſperate, but at a good capitulation. 
The commandant, General Borck, inſtantly 
appeared, with the town- major and ſome other 
officers. He entered the fore- room, but ſprang 


immediately back when he ſaw me prepared 


to throw. I repeated what I had ſaid to the ma- 
jor, and he ordered the grenadiers inſtantly to 
ſtorm the door. The antichamber was ſcarce fix 


feet broad, and not above one or two could at- 


tack my intrenchment at once. As ſoon as 1 


lifted 


B ARON TAE N C K. "lh 
lifted up my arms, to begin my bombardment 
with ſtones, they quickly retreated. At Jaſt a 
| ſhort ſilence enſued, during which the town-major 
and the chaplain of the regiment came to the 
door, and endeavoured to pacify me. The con- 
 verſation laſted ſome time, but which of us pro- 
duced the beſt 3 leave the 
reader to imagine. 

General Borch grew dioleaied, and gave Or- 
ders for the attack. The firſt grenadier was in- 
ſtantly knocked down, and the others fled ſrom 
my ſhower of ſtones. The town- major again 
came towards me with the words, For God's 
„ ſake, my dear Trench, what have I done to 
offend you, that you want to ruin me? I 
* alone muſt be anſwerable for your bringing a 
knife out of the citadel; owing to my negli- 
* gence and imprudence. Make yourſelf eaſy, 
I beg of you; you are not | without hope and 
friends.“ „ . 
My anſwer was but ſhall not I be i more Cru- 
ls loaded with chains than 1 have been? He 
went out, ſpoke to the commandant, and aſſured 
me upon his word of honor, that no further men- 
tion ſhould: be made of the matter, and every 
thing remain as before. Thus ended the capitu- 
lation, and they came over my intrenchment.— 
My condition was regarded with pity and huma- 
- 2 8 | nity ; 
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nity ; a ſurgeon was ſent for, who dreſſed my 


' wounds, they gave me another ſhirt, and cleared 


away the blood and ſtones from my priſon. In 
the meantime I lay half-dead upon the bed, my 


thirſt was exceſſive, they refreſhed me with wine, 
by advice of the ſurgeon. 


Two ſentries were placed in the fore-room, and 
was ſuffered to remain quietly four days without 


Irons ; I had likewiſe a meat ſoup every day, and 


it is impoſſible to deſcribe how it ' revived and 
ſtrengthened me. | 


Two days I laid in a tans lumber, and was 
forced to drink as ſoon as I awoke, without ever 


' quenching my thirſt; my feet and. hands were 
 prodigiouſly ſwelled, and the pains in my back 


and members were almoſt inſupportable. 
On the fifth day the doors were finiſhed ; the 


inner one was entirely bound with iron: I was 


chained as before, becauſe I ſuppoſe no crueller 


ones could be found ; the broken chain of the 
wall alone was made ſtronger than the firſt ; every 
thing elſe was fulfilled according to agreement. 

The people lamented with ſadneſs, that by the 
king s orders my fate durſt not be lenified, wiſhed 


me perſeverance and enge, and ſhut the 


doors. ; 
It may not be i now to deſcribe my cloath- 
ing. As my arms were faſtened to a bar, and my 
feet to che wall, I could neither put on my ſhirt, 
7 nor 
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nor my breeches properly ; the former was tied 
together at the ſeams, as may be ſeen in the en- 
graving annexed to the firſt volume, and this was 
done every fourteen days; the breeches were 
buttoned all the way up the ſides ; a blue frock 
of common coarſe cloath, which was alſo bound 
together, covered my body ; a pair of amunition 
ſtockings, and ſlippers ſerved for my legs and feet. 
The ſhirt was of ſoldiers' linen, and when I ſur— 
veyed myſelf in this horrid, villainous dreſs, in 
which I was chained to the wall, ſighing and pining 
in vain after juſtice and compaſſion; when I ſearch- 
ed into my heart and conſcience, and could not 
diſcover the ſmalleſt reproach, by which I ever 
merited ſuch a treatment ; when I reflected upon 
my brilliant fortune in Berlin and Moſcow, and 
contraſted it to my preſent unhappy ſituation, I 
| was ſeized with a ſpecies of juſt melancholy, which 
might have moved the greateſt philoſopher or 
hero in adverſity, to madneſs or deſpair. Then 
I found, that which never can be deſcibed, and 
only conceived in its full force by him who has 
been in my ſituation, and, like me, has combatted 
againſt the ſtorms of a rigorous deſtioy. 

It is certain that nothing but pride and ſelf- 
love, or rather a conſciouſneſs of my innocence, 
together with a ſpecial confidence in my reſo- 
lutions, kept me afterwards alive. The hard ex- 
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erciſe of my body; and my mind always buſy in 
projects to obtain my freedom, preſerved at- the 
ſame time my health. But who would believe, 


that a daily exerciſe could be taken in my 


chains? yet I ſhook the upper part of my body, 
and leapt up and down, till the ſweat poured from 
my brows. By this means I grew fatigued, and 
ſlept in quiet; and I often reflected, how many 


generals, obliged to endure the toils and hard- 


ſhips of a winter capaign, and how many-of thoſe 
who had thrown me into priſon, would have 
wiſhed to ſleep in my 2 0 with a peaceful con- 
ſcience. 

How much happier was 1, than 3 who has 
long languiſhed in a ſick bed, tortured for years 
by the gout or gravel!! With how much more 
contentment could I view my ſituation, than the 
criminal whom juſtice had condemned to chains, 
and to whom the conſolation of hope, and even 
the pity of honeſt men, is denied. 

The courſe of theſe memoirs will ſhew, that I 
often concealed money in my cage, and would 


ſometimes willingly have given one hundred du- 


cats for a piece of bread—that I had really mo- 
ney, but could make no uſe of it. Was I not. 
in this ſituation to be compared to a miſer, who 
languiſhes beſide his treaſures and feels no joy in 
doing good? I would ſmile in my priſon with 

| as 
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as much ſpite and peeviſhneſs at my hidden mo- 


ney, as the Mammon who feats anxiouſly with 


his ducats. 
Indeed I found a great ſimilicade betwixt my 


ſituation and that of ſuch miſers ; for I had often 
four hundred louis d'ors buried in my walls, but 


yet could not purchaſe a morſel of bread, to caſe 
my raging hunger. 
If ever pride had been my weakneſs I might 


have conceived myſelf an old field-marſhal, laid 


up in his bed with the gout, and with two grena- 
diers as ſentries at his door, calling out, who 
comes there ? Nay, I enjoyed more honor than 


this, for the laſt year I had even four for my 


body guard. 

Ambition might likewiſe have tickled my fancy, 
when I imagined, that 4 muſt be of great im- 
portance, ſince I was ſo carefully watched, and 


ſuch care taken to ſecure me. 
When 1 was tortured by love and defire, my 


paſſion ſometimes roſe almoſt to madneſs. At 
length reaſon conquered ; I ruminated upon the 


former pleaſures I had enjoyed, chole according 2 


to my inclination, one of the ſcenes I had atted, 
flumbered with the delightful repreſentation and 
hopes of ſuch a one in future, and dreamed 


ſometimes in priſon, as luxuriouſly as the Great 
Turk 
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Turk in the middle of his ſeraglio, ſurrounded 
by his heavenly beauties. | 

1 ſurely entertained nobler thoughts in my 
chains, and eftimated the frailty of earthly poſ- 
ſeſſions better than thoſe who. loaded me with 
fetters. I was freer, both in mind and conſcience, 
than many who wear the gilded, but ſlaviſh trap- 
pings of court dignities, and daily tremble leſt 
they loſe thoſe inſignia of honor, which, without 
merit, they have acquired by deceit and artifice. 

Even the perfidious poſſeſſors of my Sclavonian 
eſtates, perhaps never ate ſo contentedly out of 
my lilver ſervice, as I devoured my amunition 
loaf. The man who has learned to think and de- 
termine for himſelf, may find inward comfort 
and enjoyment, even under the moſt adverſe de- 
crees of fate, when, by accurate proof, he diſco- 
vers and acknowledges, that thoſe who appear to 
be happieſt are really the leaſt ſo, and neither 
know to diſcern nor enjoy their fortune. No 
evil is in itſelf ſo great as it ſeems to be at the firſt 
tight, nor is there any adverſity totally deſtitute 
of conlojation. ” 

Youth ! who believeſt thy ſelf ſecure in proſpe- 
rity, read my hiſtory with attention, when I per- | 
haps am in the grave: read with feeling, and 
bleſs my aſhes, if chou haſt rcapt that inſtruction 

from 
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from my writings which may be of uſe to thee 
in lie, 


Fathers you who read this!! tell your off- 


ſpring, that in my blooming youth I expected 


as little as they, the poſſibility of a fate which 
overtook and perſecuted me for ſuch a ſeries of 
time. 4 was virtuous, ambitious, and educated 
with the nobleſt principles; I laboured, in the 
fire of my youth, with the moſt unwearied zeal, 

in order to become wiſer and better than other 
men ; 1 ſerved my country, and out of it, every 
ſtate where I found bread, with ardour and fide- 
lity—was no drunkard, no gambler, no night-re- 
veller, no debauched idler ; I never deceived the 
credulous virgin, but was univerſally a friend to 
mankind; and yet have I been conſigned, through 
the machinations of the envious and unprincipled, 

to languiſh in a dungeon, to which it would ſeem 


cruelty to condemn the moſt hardened and aban- 


doned criminal. | | 
Brethren! fly the countries where the law-giver 

is above the law, and where a love of truth and 

virtue may be treated as a crime ! Strive not for 


applauſe, nor preference, nor poſts of honor, leſt 


you fall like me, the innocent victim of ſlander! 
Old men! treat not my book as a romance; 

my head is alſo grey now that I write this; read 

me, but deſpiſe not the world, becauſe it uſed 
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me ungenerouſly : I have found good men, who 
| ſupported me in adverſity; ; but I found them 
where I leaſt expected my reward. May you 
learn from my writings, the feelings of a great 
mind, and to die as contentedly as am 
diſpoſed to appear before the 150 of my 
perſecutors, and await the ſentence of poſte- 
rity ! look upon death as a tranſition from trou- 
ble to repoſe. The world has few charms for 
_ thoſe who have learnt to know mankind like me! 
Murmur not at providence, that hath conveyed 
me through ſtorms and calamities to a knowledge 
of my ſelf, and given me comfort in deſpair. The 
man who can reflect with inward ſatisfaction, that 
he has not lived in vain, will ſtep into eternity 
with indifference. 
Old men! I fay again, teach your grandſons 
the middle path, and ſay with Gellert. * Harry 
js in want of nothing, he will get through the 
*© world by his ſtupidity.” 
Obſerve our rich men, our titled citizens, and 
find out how they have become ſo. Point out 
to your pupils the road to true happineſs, if you 
yourſelves know how to decide, in what true 
happineſs on earth conſiſts. 
Heroes! read my Macedonian hero, and be 
aſhamed where you find truth diſcovered 5 


Men; ! 
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Monarchs ! who cannot ſee every thing in your 


extenſive dominions, and muſt ſometimes fearch 
with a ſtrange eye! learn from my memoirs, that 


even Pruſſia's great and enlightened Frederick, was 


betrayed into acts of the molt exceſſive cruelty, 
by flander and miſrepreſentation. It is better to 
forgive a thouſand guilty men, than condemn an 
innocent individual. So thought Titus, and it is 


better to be a Titus here and hereafter, than an 
Alexander, ſoiled with the blood of Ciytus, and 


making all Aſia tremble. 


German critics, exerciſe not your cenſure upon 


my hiſtory: Tis ſufficient that the truths are un- 
deniable; I never learnt to diſguiſe; and a thou- 
ſand living witneſſes can vouch for the facts I 
have related. | | 
But of this enough! I return to the thread of 
my narrative. | —” 

After this unſucceſsful attempt, and ſurpriſing 
preſervation of my life, I firſt began fundamen- 
tally to moralize ; and the more 1 reflected, the 
more grounds of conſolation 1 found in myſelf, 
to endure my ſufferings with conſtancy, and wait 
for a more favourable opportunity to eſcape. 


My honeſt grenadier, Ge/hardt, had inſpired 


me with freſh hopes. 1 employed myſelf in pro- 


jecting new plans. That I might be more nearly 


obſerved, a ſentry was poſted at my door, who 
was 
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was always choſen from what vere called the 
truſty men, or the married men and natives; but 
who, as will be related in the courſe of my me- 
moirs, were eaſier and ſafer to bring over to my 
relief, than ſtrangers ; for the Pomeranian is ho- 
neſt and blunt, conſequently ealy to move, and 
be perſuaded into any thing you pleaſe. 
By degrees I accuſtomed myſelf to my chains. 
I learnt to comb my hair, and at length even 
to tie it with one hand. My beard, which had 
not yet been ſhaved, gave me a frightful appear- 
ance. This I plucked out; the pain was ſenſible, 
more eſpecially about the mouth; however 1 
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1 became habituated to it, and performed this ope- 
5 j ration during the following years, once every 
if | fix weeks, or two months; for the hairs being 
* j 8 pulled out by the roots, required a month to grow 
* again, and as long before I could lay hold of them 
a | with my nails. = 
"i Vermin never tormented me : the great damp- 
Wl neſs of the walls muſt not have been favourable 
nl for them; neither was I ever dropſical, as I took 


dle exerciſe already mentioned: the conſtant 
!  darkneſsalone was intolerable. 

ih © However 1 had read, learnt, and already ſeen 
i} and experienced much in the world; therefore I 
4 always found matter to baniſh melancholy from 
my thoughts, and, in ſpite of every obſtacle. could 
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connedt my ideas, as well as if I had read them, 
or wrote them on paper. Cuſtom made me ſo 
perfect in the force of thinking, that I compoſed 
whole ſpeeches, fables, poems, and ſatires, and 
repeated them loud to myſelf; at the ſame time 
impreſſed them ſo forcibly on my memory, that 
aſter I obtained my freedom, I could have wrote 
a couple of volumes of ſuch works. 

Thus familiarized to compoſe without pen or 
paper, my tragical days paſſed like moments; and 
the remainder of my hiſtory will ſhew, that this 
amuſement at laſt procured me in priſon, eſteem, 
friends, and the permiſſion of writing on paper; 
and, in the end, even contributed to my libera- 
tion. For all this I have to thank my knowledge, 
acquired by a diligent application in youth. 

Let me counſel my juvenile readers, to employ 


their time as I did. Riches and poſts of honor 


may be given by monarchs to the moſt un- 
worthy, and taken from him at pleaſure; but it 
is not in the power of kings to form a worthy or 
learned man, conſequently they cannot ine away 
what they cannot give. . 
How wiſely has every thing been a by 
providence | ! All that we can acquire ourſelves— 
virtue, knowledge, and application, will ever re- 
main our own, and neither adverſe fortune, nor 
the world, can weaken, or tear it t rom us: when, 
On 


MEMOIRS OF 
on the other hand, what we receive from others, 
is but the ſtructure of a dream, which evary ac- 
cident may diſturb and diſſipate. Even the might 
and rage of Frederick, which conquered legions, 
and annihilated whole armies, could not, in pri- 
ſon or in fetters, weaken my honor, my peace of 
ſoul, my magnanimity, nor my conſtancy. I bid 
defiance to his power, and truſted to my inno- 
cence. Within myſelf I found arms to oppoſe 
his wrath, and was at laſt victorious. 


Thoſe who oppreſſed me, already moulder in 
diſhonorable graves. Thoſe who rendered me 


poor in Vienna, and were my judges, live in 
the houſe of correction, as Krugel and Zeito; or 
beg their bread, like Graveninz and Doo. The 
rich poſſeſſors of my property are not ſo happy as 
I am, and muſt caſt down their eyes with ſhame _ 
and confuſion, where I or my needy children can 
appear with honor and eſteem, pitied by ry 
honeſt and feeling heart 
Vouth, apply with diligence (for without ap- 
plication no one can aſſemble undiſturbable trea- 
ſures, either in his head or heart): apply with 
diligence, I ſay, for it is its own reward; and 
when thou meeteſt the tempeſts of fate, follow 
my example, ſmile at adverſity, and endeavour 
to become prudent and viituous, or at leaſt 
happy in your old days. 


an 
1 
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I can affure every reader with certainty, that 
in priſon the years paſſed like days, except when 
a deſire to enjoy the pleaſures of the world awoke 
—when the impulſe of nature urged me to ſigh 
for invaluable liberty; when my ambition was 
rouſed at the ſurvey of my diſhonorable chains ; 
when J reflected on my viftorious enemies, and 
the plunderers of my property, living in afflu- 
ence; or when an attempt of gaining my free- 
dom failed; then I felt moments, which could 
have provoked me to madneſs or deſpair; then 
was I ſenſible of my woeful ſituation, and felt 
the whole weight of its burden. When I found 
myſelf defenceleſs and helpleſs ; when I conſi- 
dered, that the Empreſs, in whoſe ſervice I was 
ſunk ſo low, had inhumanly forſaken me in ad- 
verſity; when I looked back to the time, in 
which I ſhone in affluence ; when I reprefented 

to myſelf, that many an honeſt man, from the 

cruel manner in which I was treated, would con- 
demn me as a criminal, and that I was debarred 

of every means of juſtification—O God, how did 

my heart beat ! what could I not have undertaken 

in thoſe agonizing moments, to have confounded 

my enemies? Revenge and rage contended 
againſt reſignation and patience ; then all philo- 
fophy had an end, and the poiſoned cup of So- 

crates would have been a delicious draught to me. 
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Without hope wan is nothing: I ſaw but little 
probability of eſcape, yet I truſted to myſelf and 
to my worthy grenadier, Geſhardt, and hoped 
ſpeedily to free N from chains. 

The great cauſe and inducement to my preſer- 
vation was love: I had left the object of it 
in Auſtria, and wiſhed to live for her. My poem 
in the ſecond volume of my vritings, intitled, 


The Captive Damon to Doris, will ſhew how 


forcibly this paſſion wrought upon me. I would 
not either abandon or afflict her; my exiſtence 


was neceſſary, both for her and my ſiſter, who 


had ventured, ſuffered, and loſt ſo much for me. 
For theſe two perſons I wiſhed to preſerve life; 
for them no fate ſeemed inſurmountable, no ſuf- 
fering intolerable. | 

But, alas! when I regained my liberty they 


| were no more; the ſilent grave had robbed me 
ol all that I looked forward to, as the remune- 
ration of my miſeries, 


About three weeks after the laſt eſſay, my honeſt 
Gefhardt was poſted ſentry over me; for, that IL. 
might be more narrowly watched, a grenadier was 
placed at my door, and by this means I gained 
my aim 1n ſeeking outward help, without which 
it would be impoſſible to eſcape. 

The firſt enterprize had cauſed too much at- 
tention, as s by a labour of cighteen hours, 1 had 
| nearly 
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nearly broken through a priſon, after J had on- 
ly been in it nine days, and which had been 
built purpoſely for me with ſuch care and cau- 
tion, that every body believed it impenetrable. 

As ſoon as Gefhardt: came upon his poſt, we 


| had a free opportunity of converſing with each 


other, for when I ſtood with one foot on my 


bedſtead, my head reached as high as the air-hole 


of the window. He deſcribed the ſituation of 


my jail to me, and the firſt project was formed, 


to break under the foundation, which he had 


ſeen built, and acquainted me was only two feet 
deep. - | 5 

I wanted money above all things, and this I 
contrived to get in the following manner : 

After the firſt relief, he handed me a wire, 
round which a ſheet of paper was rolled, alſo 


a piece of ſmall wax candle, which came luckily 
through the frate; I got likewiſe ſome ſulphur, 


a piece of burning tinder, and a pen: I now had 
a light, cut my finger, and my blood ſerved for 
ink. | 


I wrote to my worthy friend, Captain Ruck- 


hardt, at Vienna, deſcribed to him my ſituation 
in a few words, gave him a draft for three 
thouſand florins upon my Caſſa, and ſettled the 
affair in the following manner: 


„„ He 
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| Hle was to keep one thouſand florins for the 
i expences of his journey, and arrive without fail 
on the ſifteenth of Auguſt in Gummern, a ſmall 

Saxon town, only two miles from Magdeburg; 

there he was to appear at 12 o'clock, with a let- 
ter in his hand, which, along with the two thou- 
ſand florins, he ſhould give to a man whom he 
| ſaw carrying a roll of tobacco. 


—— — — 


|: Gefhardi had theſe inſtructions, received my 
| lor through the window, in the fame manner 
as he had given me the paper, ſent his wife with 
| it to Gummern, and there put it "I into che 

il poſt- office. . | 

My courage increaſed daily, and as often as 

Ggſhard came upon my poſt, every plan was 
| thought of for my eſcape, and all neceflary pre- 
lil cautions taken. 


| At length the fifteenth « Auguſt arrived; 

| ſome; days paſſed before he was poſted as ſentry 
| | over me; but how did my heart leap with tran- 
5 ſport, when he ſuddenly called to me; Every 


thing has happily ſucceeded !” 
In the evening it was agreed. in what manner 


the money was to be convyed to me; as my 
bands were fettered I could not reach to the grate 
of the window, and the air-hole was likewiſe too 


ſmall, we reſolved that he ſhould do Kale/akter's 
bay. 
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duty, and put the money into my water-jar 
when he filled 1t, and thus convey 1t to me. 
This was fortunately effeded; but judge of my 


thouſand florins, of which I bad. promiſed and 
deſired him to take the half. 
. Only five piſtoles were wanting, amd. he bf 
lutely refuſed any more—Generous Pomeranian 
grenadier, how rare is thy exampie!!! May thy 
name be eternalized, for never during my long. 
experience, have I met with ſo great, fo diſin- 
tereſted a ſoul. | 


I perſuaded him ſome time aſterwards, but 


with the greateſt difficulty, to accept the. whole 
one thouſand florins. My hiſtory. will explain, 
that he never enjoyed them, and that his ſtupid, 
faithleſs wife rendered herſelf unfortunate ſome 


however ſhe alone ſuffered ; 


he was at that time in the campaign, and returned 


from 1 it unpuniſhed. 

I had now money to put my lohan into 
execution: the firſt plan was to undermine the 
foundation of my prifon : this was done as fol- 
lows: | | 

It was in the firſt inſtance. neceſſary, that : 
ſhould be free from chains. Gefhardt conveyed 
to me a pair of fine files. The kap/el of the foot- 
irons was made ſo wide, that I could draw it a 
thereſore I filed 


quarter of an inch forwards ; 
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the inſide of the iron which went t thivalgh it, till 
it was quite ſmooth. The more I cut out, the 
further I could draw the kapſel, till at laſt the 
whole inſide iron, through which the chain went, 
was entirely cut through: the kapſel remained 


on the outſide quite entire. Thus my feet were 


free from the wall, and it was impoſſible, with 
the moſt exact ſurvey, to find the cut, as only 
the outſide could be ſearched. By ſqueezing my 
hands every day I made them more plant, and 
at laſt got them fortunately through the irons. 


I then filed round the joint, made myſelf a 


key with a twelve-inch nail drawn from the floor, 


and turned the ſcrews as I pleaſed, fo that not 


T 


the ſmalleſt marks could be ſeen when 7 was vi- 


| ited. The ring round my body did not at all 


hinder me. I filed a piece out of a link of the 
chain which faſtened the bar of my arms, and the 
next I filed ſo ſmall as to be able to get it through 
the opening. At twelve o'clock, when they came 
to viſit me, I rubbed fome wet amunition bread 
upon the iron, to give it the proper colour, ſtop- 


ped the open link with dough, and let it dry 


over night at my warm body, then put ſpittle up- 
on it, to give it the burniſh of iron: by this in- 
vention I was ſure, that without ſtriking upon 


each link with a hammer, it would be impoſſible 


to find out that which was broken. 


It 
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It was now in my power to get looſe when I 
choſe. The window never was examined : I took 
out the hooks with which it was fixed in the wall, 
but I put them properly in again every morning, 
and made all as it ſhould be with lime. By this 
means'I got wire from my friend, and endea- 
voured to make a new grate: this I likewiſe 
completed; therefore I took the old one from the 
middle of the window, and fixed mine in its 
place ; this opened a communication with the ſen- 
tries, and I received freſh air into my priſon, 
procured all neceſſary inſtruments, got light and 
fire materials, hung my bed-cover in the inſide, 
before the window, that my light might not be 
ſeen; and thus I could work as I found it conve- 
nient. 

In fine, after all my arrangements were made 
I began my labour. 

The floor of my jail was not of ſtone, but of 
oak planks, three inches thick, the upper lay of 
which was lengthways, the other acroſs, and the 
third like the firſt : thus the woodwork of the floor 
was nine inches thick, and faſtened to each 
other with nails half an inch broad, and a foot 
lone” 477 N 

By ſharpening and grinding the hey betwixt 
my hands againſt my grave-ſtone, I formed a ve- 
ry excellent chiſel to cut through the boards. I 
| F 4. began 
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began my firſt inciſion, which I was obliged to 
make above an inch broad at top, that 1 might be 
able to work deep. 

As ſoon as this was done I pulled out the 
plank, which reached below the wall, and model- 
led it in ſuch a manner as to make it meet above; 
I then filled up the crevice with bread, and threw 
duſt over it: thus it was impoſſible to obſerve. 
any thing 
| I now worked below with leſs caution, and ſoon 
penetrated this treble floor. 

Here I found a fine white ſand, en which the 
whole ſtar-fort was built. 

The number of wood ſplinters were carefully 
and prudently hid below the boards. 

I could not proceed any further in my work 
without ſome outward aſſiſtance; for when you 
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come to undermine a ground which has been a 
long time undiſturbed, it is impoffible to put the 
ſame quantity of earth into its original ſpace; + 
My grenadier was obliged to furniſh me with 
ſome ells of linen, with which I made ſmall, 
narrow. bags, about ſix feet long, that mi be 
pulled through the iron bars. : 
Theſe I filled with ſand, and hone I had 
an opportunity at night, and my Ge/hardt was 
centinel, I puſhed them out, he carefully emp- 
tied 
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tied them, and ſpread the contents, ſo as not to 
be obſerved. 

When I was a little advanced, I got a tupply 

of all kinds of neceſſary inſtruments ; even pow-- 
der and ſhot, with a pair of pocket piſtols, a knife 
and a bayonet; all theſe I ſecured below the 
floor. | 

I was ſoon aware, that the n of my 
priſon was not two, but four feet deep. To 
deſcend ſo low to undermine the foundation and 
break out, required time, labour, and caution, 
that I might not be heard and detected; however 
every thing was rendered poſſible. 

It was neceſſary that the hole, which was a 
feet deep, ſnould be wide enough for me to kneel 
down in, that I might work and bend myſelf. 
It is impoſſible to figure the trouble I had in lay- 
ing upon the floor, and bending my body and 
head four feet deep, to get out the fand with 
wy hands; no man, who has not made the ſame 
experiment, can have an idea of it, notwithſtand- 
ing which, it happened daily, in order to enable 
me to come at the bottom of the foundation. 
Before the viſiting hour every thing was thrown 
in again, and it required a few hours to put all 
in order, and lay on my chains. It was fortu- 
nate that I had provided a good ſtore of can- 
Mes and wax tapers ; but Gefhardt not coming 
| upon 
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upon guard above once every fourteen days, my 
work went on very ſlowly ; and as ſpeaking with 


any ſentries was forbidden on pain of the gallows, 


I would not venture to ſeek aid from new friends, 


: leſt I might be betrayed. 


1 had no ſtove in my priſon, the winter's cold 


Vas intollerable, but my heart was joyful, becauſe 


1 faw a proſpett of eſcaping, and every body was 


aſlonathee: at my chearfulneſs. 


Gefhardt likewiſe ſupplied me with . 


which conſiſted moſtly of dried ſauſages and hung 
beef: this increaſed my ſtrength; and when I 
was not working at the wall, I had paper and 
light, compoſed poems and ſatires: thus the time 
paſſed away, and I was chearful in confinement. 


During this ſlumbering contentment an acci- 


dent happened, which had nearly baulked all my 


hopes, and the relation of 1 will ſeem almoſt 


incredible. 

Gefhardt had beer: aſſiſting me on the morning 
before he was relieved ; after he-left me, as I 
wanted to. put, my window into its proper place 
again, it fell out of my hands, and three panes 


were broken. 


I knew that be nid. not come to me before 
the relief; there was therefore no time to ſpeak 


with him, and form projects. I ſat a whole hour 
in deſpair, and confuſed with a thouſand plans, 


for 


e 
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for they. would have immediately ſeen the broken 
window, to which I could not reach with my 
trons, conſequently further inſpettion would have 
taken place, and the grate, which was flightly 
fixed, muſt have been diſcovered. I took this 
reſolution:—as the ſentry was paſſing and repaſ- 
ſing at my window, I addreſſed him 1 in the follow- 
ing words: 

155 Friend! have compaſſion, not on me, but 
on your comrade, who will ſurely be hanged 
if you do not aſſiſt me; and for a very trifling 
e“ ſervice, I will immediately throw you b 


*“ piſtoles.“ 


He was ſilent for a few ſeconds ; then he re: 


y - 
] - 


n very ſoftly 


Have you money?“ | 


J inſtantly counted ay piltoen "RK | threw 


them to him. 


The queſtion now was—* What is to be 


dons?? : | 
I related my misfortune with the window, and 


gave him the dimenſions of the panes with paper. 
l the fellow was reſolute and ingenious, 
and, owing to the negligence of the officer, the 
door of the paliſades'in the ditch not locked. 


He got himſelf relieved by an acquaintance for 


half an hour, run to the town, and ſhortly before 


the relief, he fortunately returned with the 
| Panes, 
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panes, for which 1 made bim a preſent of.ten piſ- 
toles more. | 


At twelve o clock euery cling was in order, my 


glaſs-work properly executed, and =—_ worthy 
Gefhardt ſaved. 


Thus money will do every thing ; ; and this 


. was one of the moſt memorable eſcapes 


in my whole hiſtory; yet the man who rendered 


me this important ſervice I never again ſpoke to. 


The anxiety of Gefharde may ealily be ima- 
gined. He came upon duty a few days after- 
wards, and was aſtoniſhed at the fortunate event; 
more eſpecially as. he knew, that the man who 
relieved bim had five children, and was counted 
one of the moſt faithful men in the company. 

1 again proceeded in my labour; the founda- 
tion was eaſily broken away underneath ; but 
Gefhardt was grown ſo timorous by the late adven- 
ture, that he ſtarted a thouſand difficulties and 
objections, the nearer my hole approached its 


end; and when I wiſhed to perſuade him, and 


prediſpoſe. every thing for my flight, he inſiſted, 
that J wanted outward aſſiſtance to proceed with 
ſafety, and, that we might not both be ruined, 
the following expedient was determined upon, 


which unfortunately defeated my defigns, and ren- 


dered my eight months tedious labour of no 
avail. | 
I wrote 


TCT 


I. wrote again to my friend, Ruckhardt, 
Vienna, aſſigned him money, and begged of him 


to come to Gummern, and there wait fix days; 


likewiſe be ready every night with two ſpare 


horſes at the Glacis, near Kloſterberg, to aſſiſt 
me, as every thing was ready for my eſcape. | 


During theſe fix days Gefhardt bad already 
found means to be upon my poſt, or exchange 


his duty; therefore I now lived, but, alas! only 


three days, in the ſweeteſt and ſureſt hopes. 
My freedom was not yet deſtined by provi- 
dence! ! _ Gefhordt ſent his wife to Gummern 
with the 1 ; this fooliſh woman told the poſt- 
man, that her huſband had a law-ſuit in Vienna, 


and defired he would have the goodneſs to for- 


ward the letter fate, for which ſhe ſqueezed ten 
rix-dollars into his hand. 

The Saxon poltmaſter naturally ſulpefted ſome 
ſecret from this generoſity ; opened the, letter, 
read the contents, and, inſtead of forwarding it, 


or ſending it to his maſter in Dreſden, if he was 


ſuſpicious, the traitor diſcovercd us, and brought 
it to the governor of Magdeburg, Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunſwick, who was there at that time. 

I was not a little aſtoniſhed, to fee the duke 


bimſelf enter my priſon, about three o'clock in 


the afternoon, followed by a great croud ; he 
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produced my letter, and demanded, in a tone of 


authority, who had carried this letter for me 


to Gummern. 
My anſwer was—* I know him not.” 
Immediately a very ftrict examination took 


place; ſmiths, carpenters, and maſons entered, 

and after half an hour's work, they neither diſco- 
vered my hole in the floor, nor any defect in my 
chains. They only found out the falſe grate of 
the window, which was ſoon cloſed with boards, 

and no vacancy left but a ſmall air-hole of about 
ſix inches broad. 


The duke now began to enten I anſwered 


with firmneſs—* I never ſaw the ſentry who ren- 
** dered me this ſervice, nor ever enquired his 
„name, that I might not make him unhappy.' 


At length, when they ſaw that all repreſentations 


were vain, the governor ſaid, in an earneſt 
friendly manner: 


Trenck] you have always complained, that 


% you were never heard, nor had lawful juſtice 


done you; I give you my word of honor, that 


1 you mall have both, and I will order all your 
** 1rons to be taken off, as ſoon as you name the 
% man who forwarded this letter.” 

To this my anſwer was—* Gracious fir, every 
one knows, that I never deſerved this ill-treat- 
ment, nor theſe chains from my country. Mͤy 
-.  * hearc 
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« heart is free from reproach; I endeayour to 
«© ſave myſelf where and how I can.— 


„ But if I was to mention to you the com- 


e paſſionate man who aſſiſted me from motives | 


Of humanity—if I was baſe enough to ſeek my 
fortune by the ruin of a ſtranger, I ſhould then 
«-deſerve to languiſh the dud of my life, like 
„ a villain, in theſe fetters Do with me 
* what you pleaſe; but at the ſame time reflect, 
that I am not entirely abandoned, that I am 
da a captain in the army, and am called Trench.” 


The Prince heſitated, threatened, went away, 


and, as I was afterwards informed, ſaid in going 


out, I pity him, and admire his conſtancy !! !” 


It was a great overſight in ſo prudent a man, 


| that he ſuffered this converſation, which laſted - 
ſome time, and which I have only mentioned 


briefly here, to have been heard by the whole 
guard. It gained me the confidence of all the 
private ſoldiers in the garriſon ſo ſtrongly, when 
they ſaw that I betrayed nobody, that now the 
path was beaten, to find in future eſteem and aid 
from every one; particularly as he ſaid he knew 
that I had money concealed, and had GILROY 
divided it amongſt the ſentries. 
About an hour after everybody was gone away, 
I heard a great noiſe near my jall : I liſtened, 
and what was it? — A grenadier had hung him- 
| ſelf 
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ſelf with his bair- band at the paliſade of my 
priſon. 

The officer of the guard returned with the 
town- major, to fetch a lanthorn which had been 
forgot. In going out he ſaid to me privately — 
one of your accomplices has already bung 
hy © himſell. 25 | 8 

Haw, was' 1 terrified!!! for 1 believed it to 
be my honeſt Gefhardt. After a ſerious, melan- 
choly, and ſhort reflection, I recollected what 
the governor had promiſed, in caſe I would name 
to him the man, who had conveyed my letter. 
I knocked at the door, and demanded to ſpeak 
with the officer of the guard. He came to the 
window, and aſked what I wanted. I deſired him 
to requeſt the governor, to allow me a light, ink, 
paper, and a pen, and I would diſcloſe to him 
the whole ſecret in writing. 

This was done.—Towards evening my doors 
were opened, and I was ſupplied with thoſe ma- 
terials; gave me an hour's time, ſhut the doors 
again, and went away. | 9 

Ino fat down, wrote on my g grave- ſtone, and 
was going to tranſcribe the name * Gefhardt, as 
I firmhy believed him to be dead. My hand 


trembled, and the blood crowded back to * af⸗ 
flicted heart. | 


I role, 


My God n no one be ſo generous as to 


Vith ſome ſighs, enſued; I was ſoon anſwered, in 


although I had never heard the name before, and 


came to me, received it, took the materials and 


))) > 81 
I roſe, went to the hole of the window, and 
called out 


* tell me the name of the man who has juſt hung 
* himſelf, that I may have it in my power to fave 
many others from ruin?“ | 

The window was ſtill open, for it was not nailed 
up till the next day. I immediately rolled five 
piſtoles in a piece of paper, and threw them out, 
ſaying, © Friend | take this money and fave thy 
** comrade, or go betray me, and load thyſelf 
** with debts of blood.” 

Somebody took up the paper, a ſhort filence, 


a ſoft VOICE, “He is called Schabs of Kipps's. 
company.“ 
I inſtantly wrote Schulz inſtead of Gefhardt, 


was in no connection with. him. As ſoon as my 
letter was finiſhed, I called for the lieutenant, he 


candle away, and locked the doors. 

But the duke ſuſpecting the truth, con- 
jectured, that I muſt have connection with more 
than one; every thing therefore remained as be- 
fore, and I was ed neither a hearing. nor 
a council of war. 
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J have iince learnt the following circumſtance, 
which will explain this tragical cataſtrophe, viz.— 


When I was a priſoner in the citadel, a ſentry 


was once poſted at my window, who ſwore, 
blamed, and ſaid aloud, © Devil take the damned 

Pruſſian ſervice.—If Trench knew my mind, 
© he ſhould not remain long in his curſed hole.” 

I immediately entered into a converſation with 
him, which ended in this: —that if I could give 
him money to buy a boat, with which we might 
croſs the Elbe, he would ſoon ſhoot my locks, 
open the doors, and deliver me. I had no 
caſh, but gave him a diamond button, worth 


about five hundred florins, which I had con- 


cealed. From that moment he never mentioned 


more of the matter to me, but deceived me. He 


often ſtood fentry at my poſt afterwards; I 
knew him by his Weſtphalia dialed, ſpoke to 
him, but never received an anſwer. This man 
muſt have ſold my button, and ſhewn the Profits 
Of it to ſomebody. 

As the prince went from me, the officer of 


the guard had ſpoke harſhly to this Schniz, ſay- 


ing, Thou art certainly the villain who carried 


© Trenck's letter, for thou haſt ſpent a great deal 
of money for ſome time paſt, and- ſported 
“louis d'ors : How came you by them?“ 


| | Schulz, 
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Schute, having a bad conſcience, was fright- 
ened, ſuſpected that I had betrayed him, for 
having deceived me; came with the relief upon 
my poſt, took his hair-ſtring, and in the firſt mo- 
ments of his confuſion, ſtrangled himſelf on the 
paliſades in front of my door. 

How wonderful was the diſpenſation of provi- 
dence in this adventure ! it puniſhed the cheat 
a whole year after he had impoſed on me, and 
by this alone the generous Gefhardt was ſaved. 


In the meanwhile my ſentries were doubled, 


that I might have greater difficulty in finding aid. 


Gefhardt came upon my poſt again, but had no 


opportunity of ſaying much to me without a great 
_ riſk of danger: he thanked me for my ſecrecy, 
wiſhed me good luck, and informed me, that the 


garriſon was going to take the held in a feu 


days. 


This news terrified me—all my hopes of 


flight ſeemed fruſtrated ; but I ſoon took freſh 


courage, as my mine was not diſcovered, and I 
had near five hundred florins in gold concealed, 


with a good ſupply of candles and different in- 
ſtruments. It was not above eight days after 


this adventure, when the ſeven years war broke 
out, and the regiment marched from Magdeburg. 
Mayor Weyner came to me for the laſt time, 


and delivered me over to the new major of mi- 
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litia, named Bruckhamer, who was the greateſt 
churl, and ſtupideſt blockhead upon earth. 

ſhall often make mention of this man, and his 
character may be read in the ſatire of the ſecond 


volume of my writings, intitled, © The Fate of 


* Major Kibltan of Mops.” 

I now loſt all my old majors, and officers who 
| uſed to have the guard, and who had treated me 
with all poſſible eſteem and humanity, and 1 
was an old priſoner ia a new world. However 
my courage increaſed, becauſe I knew, that both 
the officers and privates of a motley militia were 
eaſier to bribe than regular ſoldiers; and J 
ſoon experienced the juſtneſs of my concluſion. 


There were only four licutenants choſen, who 


were alternately to have the guard in the ſtar- 
fort; and before a year was expired, I had three 
of them in my plot. | | 

As ſoon as the regiment had taken the field, 
'the new commandant, General Borck, appeared 
in my priſon, in the form of a cruel, domincer- 
ing tyrant. 
The king had poſitively charged vide to er 
ſor my perſon with his head; therefore he re- 
received permiſſion to treat me as he thought 
proper. | 


The man was ally a blockhead, with a moſt 
unſecling heart, and a llave to his orders; but at 
the 
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the ſame time, timorous, fearful, and miſtruſtful; 


conſequently his heart trembled as often as he 


thought it poſlible for me to eſcape from his fet- 
ters: moreover he looked upon me as a villain 


and traitor to my country, becauſe his monarch - 
had ſentenced me fo cruelly, and ſuffered me to 


be treated with ſuch unremitted ill-uſage. 


He appeared in my priſon, not as one officer 
to another oppreſſed with misfortunes, but as an 


executioner to a criminal. He was followed by 


- 


ſmiths, who laid a monſtrous iron round my 


neck, as broad as my hand, and faſtened to the 
one round my leg by a heavy chain; two ſmaller 


ones were faſtened to the ſame ring: thus I was 
like a bear in chains. My window was all walled 
up, except a very ſmall air-hole ; and, at laſt, he 


even took my bed away, gave me no ſtraw, and. 
quitted me with a thouſand inſulting expreſſions 


againſt my Empreſs, her whole army, and myſelf. 
However I did not remain a ſingle word in his 


debt, and vexed him almoſt to madneſs. 
If the commands of the monarch had been li- 


terally fulfilled, it would have been impoſſible for 


me to have done any thing; becauſe, accord- 


ing to them, every communication with mankind 
would have been cut off. 


To this end, the four keys of my doors ought 
to have been in four different hands: one with 
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the comnandant, another with the town- major, 
the third with the major du jour, and the fourth 
with the lieutenant of the guard; conſequently 


1 never could have found an opportunity of * 
ing to any body privately. 


In the beginning every thing was rigidly ad- 
hered to, excepting that the commandant only 
ſhewed himſelf once every eight days. | 

But ſo many priſoners of war arrived in Mag- 


deburg, that the town-major was obliged to deli- 
ver his key to the major du jour, and the com- 


mandant ſtaid entirely away, the citadel being 
about half an hour's walk from the ſtar-fort. 
The Pruſſian general, Walrabe, was likewiſe in 


arreſt in the ſtar- fort ſince the year 1748; but 


he had his own houſe in the inner poligon, and 
three thouſand rix-dollars yearly to ſpend. The 
major du jour and the officer of the guard al- 
ways dined with him, and generally ſpent the 
evening in his company. 


In time theſe gentlemen grew very eaſy, or had 
pity on me, and gave the keys to the lieutenant 


of the guard, when it was time to viſit me. 


Thus I obtained by degrees the opportunity 
of ſpeaking to them alone, which at length they 


ſought and found; from hence ſprung the con- 


ſequences of my undertakings, which I will relate 
as 


— 
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r, as briefly as poſſible, not to weary the reader 
th Vith a detail of my devices. 

ly TIhhere were but three majors and three lieu- 
A tenants who took the duty in turns, and whom 


Borck had choſen and ordered for this purpoſe. 

In the meantime my ſituation was horrible; 
my neck- iron and the chains prevented me from 
moving, and I durſt not loofen it yet, until I 
had for a few months obſerved the places which 
were thought to be always ſafe and never viſited... 
Ihe greateſt hardſhip was-the loſs of my bed; 

therefore | ſat upon the floor, with my head 
leaning againſt the damp wall, and was forced to 
ſupport the chains of my neck: iron conſtantly 
with one hand, as they would either have choaked 
me, or preſſed the nerves of the nape of the neck 
in ſuch a manner as to occaſion prodigious head- 
achs. As the bar betwixt my hands always kept 
me down, when I reſted the other on my knee 
to lighten my chains, my blood grew ſo be- 


numbed, and my arms ſo weak, that they waſted. 
away daily; it is likewiſe eaſy to conceive how 
little I could repoſe in ſuch a ſituation. At Jaſt 
afflition over-balanced the ſtrength of my body 
and ſoul, and I was ſcized with a violent fever. 

The tyrant, Barck, continued immoveable, and 
als wiſhed to haſten my death, to be freed 
from the Care of my confinement. Here I felt, 
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for the firſt-time, what a wretched being a fick 


priſoner is, without refreſhment, comfort, or aid. 
The greateſt ſoul—all reaſonable reſolution, 
muſt be cruſhed when the members are weak- 
ened; and my feelings at that time make my 


blood boil when I endeavour to deſcribe them 


to the reader in theſe pages. 


But as Ihad once determined to await wy 


fate, and bid manly defiance to my affliftions, 


ſeeing there was ſtill a poſſibility to eſcape, 
and hoping, that I ſhould not be entirely aban- 
doned at the concluſion of the peace, I endured 


more than a man in my ſituation would have en- 
dured, who had piſtols with him in priſon. 

My Illneſs continued two months; I was fo 
weak that I had ſcarce ſtrength enough to raiſe 
my water-jar to my mouth. Imagine to yourſelf, 
gentle reader, what a man muſt ſuffer, who, for 
two months, ſits upon the damp earth of his pri- 
ſon, without bed or ſtraw, and loaded in every 
part of him with chains; who receives nothing 
but dry ammunition bread, without a drop of 
ſoup to ſtrengthen him; whom no dottor attends, 
and who muſt recover his health in this ſituation, 
without medicine or human afhflance | 

| Sickneſs itſelf is torment enough to fink and de- 
je the ſtrong; but what muſt my ſoul have en- 
dured in a condition too cruel for any criminal 


on 
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on earth. I was drove almoſt to madneſs by heat, 
| head-achs, and the pains of my neck, which was 
ſwelled by the broad irons around it ; and in 
theſe fits I tore the ſkin from my feet, hands, and 
body. Surely no criminal broke alive upon the 
v heel ever ſuffered what I felt for two long 
months. At length a day came which makes me 
ſhudder whenever I think of it; I was fitting, | 
tormented by heat, my blood boiling in my veins, |: 
and nature combatting deſtruttion; I was going 
to drink, my jar fell from my hands and broke: 
I was obliged to wait twenty-four hours before I 
could get any more water. In this ſhocking ſitu- 
ation willingly would I have ſought my piſtols, 
but I had not ſtrength to break open my 8 and 
my ambition reſtrained me. | 

When I was viſited the following day, every i 
body believed me to be dead, as my tongue was | 
hanging out, and I was lying in a ſwoon—they 
refreſhed me, and found life. O God ! how gree- j 
dily did I ſwallow the water from my jar It was 
filled again, the people wiſhed. me joy, that death 
would ſoon free me from my ſorrows, and went 
away. In the meanwhile my ſituation had been 
ſo teelingly ſpoken of i in the town, that all the la- 
dies and officers of the garriſon united and moved 
the ty rannical Borck to return me my bed. 8 


From 
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From the day on which I had ſuffered fo 
much from thirſt, and drank ſo much at once, 
I grew daily ſtronger, and, to the aſtoniſhment 
of all who witneſſed my ſituation, recovered. 

I had won the hearts of my viſiting officers ; 
and after ſix months hard ſufferings, the rays of 
hope again began to brighten on my fancy. 

One of the majors truited Lieutenant Sonntag 
with the key; he came alone to me, ſpoke con- 
fidentially , diſcloſed to me his heart, complained 
of debts, wants, and neceſſities; I gave him 
twenty-five louis d'ors, and this cloſed our r friend- 
ſhip and eternal union. 

By degrees all the three officers of the guard 
became my friends: they ſtaid whole hours with 
me when a certain major had the inſpection, 
whom I likewiſe knew how to gain. At length it 
proceeded ſo far, that he himſelf ſpent ſometimes 
halt a day with me. | 

He was poor : I gave him a bill for two thou- 
ſand florins, and this paved the road to new un- 
dertakings. Money was abſolutely neceſſary; 1 
had nearly divided it all amongſt the officers, and 
had only one hundred florins remaining. 

I ſoon found an opportunity of putting a new 
orojett into excution. 

The oldeſt ſon of Captain K., who did ma- 
jor's duty was caſhiered, breadleſs; and his father 

com- 
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complained to me of his grievances. I ſent him 
to my ſiſter not far from Berlin; ſhe gave him 
one hundred ducats: he returned, and brought 
me the news of her joy. He found her very 
ill in bed, and ſhe wrote me in a few lines, 
that my misfortunes, and the Berlin treachery 
in the year 1755, had occaſioned her poverty, 
and a two-years ſickneſs. She wiſhed me a lucky 
eſcape, and recommended her children to me ; 
but ſhe recovered, was afterwards married to her 
{econd huſband, Colonel Pape, and died in the 
year 1758. TI will not here relate her true hiſto- 
ry, becauſe it does no honor to Frederick's aſhes, 
and might make my own heart 8 ee at the 
remembrance of the paſt. 
X* *, returned exulting with the money ; 
every thing was ſettled with his father. I wrote 
to my great friend the Counteſs of Bejtuchef, in 
Peterſburg, and to the heir apparent, Peter, re- 
commended the young man in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner, and begged aid for myſelf. 
Kn went to Hamburg, and from thence 
to Peterſburg. Upon my recommendation he 
was immediately appointed captain, and ſoon 
after major. He behaved ſo honeſtly, that from 
a Hamburg merchant, who was known to old 
K**#*y, and choſen as a correſpondent, I re- 
ceived two thouſand Rubels, which the chan- 
| = cellor's 
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cellor's lady ſent to me. He himſelf was amply 
rewarded for this ſervice in Peterſburg, and af- 
terwards made his fortune. 

I gave three hundred ducats to the worthy old 
Kun, whole circumitances were very narrow, 
and he remained my grateful friend till his 
death. As much more was by degrees divided 
amongſt the other officers; and Lieutenant Glotin 
carried the matter ſo far, that he often returned 
the keys to the major without locking my doors, 
and ſpent half the night in my priſon : he gave 
ſome of my money to the guard to drink. Thus 
every thing went for ſome time according to my 
wiſhes, and the tyrant, Borck, was deceived. 

I was ſupplied with light, got books and newſ- 
papers to amuſe myſelf; my days paſſed like 
hours, and I wrote, read, and emyloyed myſelf 
fo well, that I almoſt forgot my ſituation. 

When the ignorant, impertinent Major Bruck- 
| hauſen, had the inſpeftion, every thing was ob- 
liged to be conducted with prudence and caution. 
The other major, named Z * * *, was by degrees 
my friend: his avarice enabled me to gain him, 
2s I promiſed to marry his daughter, when I ob- 
tained my liberty, and gave him my bond for 
one thouſand florins, in caſe I ſhould dic in pri- 
ſon. It went ſo far, that Lieutenant Sontag got. 
other hand-cuffs made privately for me, which 

1 were 
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were ſo wide that I could conveniently draw out 


my hands. This could eaſily be done, as nobody. 


but the lieutenant viſited my irons, and Bruck- 


hauſen was too ſtupid to obſerve any difference. 
All my other fetters I could take off at pleaſure ; 


and when I exerciſed myſelf in my uſual manner, 


J held the chains in my hand, made a rattling. 
and deceived the ſentry. 

The iron round my neck I durſt not looſen, 
for it was faſtened in too remarkable a manner ; 
but I cut the upper link, ſo that the next might 
be- drawn through it, and managed the opening 


very carefully with bread, in the manner already 


mentioned ; therefore I had it in my power to 


lay off my irons when I choſe, and ſleep com- 


fortably, I was furniſhed with cold meat and 


ſauſages, conſequently my condition was tole- 
rable. 


I now began to labour for my liberty. But, 


alas! amongſt the three officers there was not 


one who had the heart to venture for me what 


Schell had done in Glatz. | 
The neigbouring parts of Saxony were in the 


power of the Pruſſians, which rendered any at- 


tempt to eſcape more dangerous, and all reſolu- 


tions were to no purpole with ſuch people, who 


wiſhed to go, but durſt not hazard any thing. 


The 
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The inclination of Glotin and Sonntag was good; 


hut · the firſt was a poltron, and the other a ſcru- 


pulous man, who imagined he would ruin his bro- 
ther in Berlin. I had double ſentries, conſe- 


quently it was impoſſible to come through my 


hole, which had been ready below the founda- 
tion theſe two years, and creep out at their feet, 
much leſs to climb over the paliſades, which were 
twelve feet high, before the eyes of my guards; 
therefore the following deſign was formed, which 
to be ſure required ſomething like Herculean la- 
bour, but certainly might be executed with ſafety. 
Lienut. S had meaſured, that from the place 
where I had finiſhed the hole in my floor to the 
entrance into the gallery of the principal rampart, 
the diſtance was thirty-ſeven feet. As my priſon 


_ achoined to it, I might undermine the founda- 


tion of the wall near the ditch : and the ground 
conſiſting of a fine white ſand, rendered this en- 


terpriſe more practicable. If I could reach this 


gallery, my freedom was certain. I was informed 
how many paces I mult penetrate to the right and 
left to find the door in this outer rain, which con- 
ducted into the ſecond rampart ; and upon the day 
appointed for my flight, the officer would have 
privately opened theſe doors : at all events I had 


lights, iron crows, and gimblets to prevent any 


obſtacles ; 
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obſtacles ; ; after this I ſhould have aided myſelf 


in the beſt manner I could by caution and money. 

The work was begun, and laſted above ſix months. 
I have already mentioned hoy difficult it was to 
empty the hole with my hands, into which I de- 
ſcended, for my ſentries would have heard the 


noiſe of any inſtruments. I had ſcarce broken 
the ground behind me, and filled the old hole 


with it, when. I found that the foundation of the 


principal rampart was hardly a foot deep, which 


was an egregious fault in ſo important a fortifi- 
cation. 

In the beginning every thing went on very 
well; I could advance three feet in one night, 
as long as I had room ſufficient to replace the ſand 
which was dug out; but when I had proceeded 
about ten feet, then I experienced the firſt diffi- 
culties; for before I began, I was obliged to empty 
the hole into which I deſcended with my hands, 
this required ſome hours work. Then every hand- 
ful of ſand was fetched from the channel to clear 


it out, that I might continue my mine; it all laid 


in a heap in my priſon, and I was forced to put 


it in every day juſt as I had taken it out. I cal- 


culated, that when I had proceeded twenty feet, 


I did not crawl upon my. belly leſs than 1500 or 


2000 fathoms to bring the earth out and in. When 
this buſineſs was fintſhed, every chink in my floor 


| | was 
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was carefully filied up, that none of the ſnow-white 
- ſand might be ſeen at the viſiting hour. —Firſt the 
broken floor, and then the chains were put in 
order. When I had laboured in this manner 
during a day, I was always ſo fatigued, that I 
was obliged to reſt the three following ones. 

That I might take as little ſpace as poſſible, my 
channel was made ſo narrow, that I was under the 
neceſſity of crawling quite ſqueezed together, and 
could not even raiſe my hand to my head; add 
to this, every thing was done quite naked, or my 
dirty ſhirt would have been obſerved : the ſand 
was likewiſe wet, for at the depth of four feet 
there was water. At length the thought ſtruck 
me to make ſand bags that I might work with 
more expedition. | 
The officers ſupplied me with linen, which, 
however, was not ſuſficient, and incaſe of a diſ- 
covery, would have cauſed too ſevere a ſcrutiny 
to find out how ſuch a quantity of it came into 
my poſſeſſion. | | | 

I took my bed; and when B in viſited, 
I laid down in it, as if I was ſick; cut up my ſtraw 
ſack and bed - clothes and made ſand bags. When 
I drew near the place where I was to break out, 
it became almoſt impoſſible to finiſh this trouble 
ſome labour, and I often ſat down upon the ſand 


in ny priſon ſo fatigued, that I thought I ſhould 


not 
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not be able to proceed, and aQually reſolved to 
wait for the hour of inſpeQion without ſtopping 
up my hole: nay, I can venture to affirm, that 
during the ſpace of twenty-four hours I have 
not had time enough to eat a morſel of bread 
in peace, when I wiſhed to have every thing in 
order. N 

But after a ſhort, melancholy reſt, my for- 
tunate ſucceſs hitherto rouſed me to riſk my re- 
maining ſtrength, and exert my utmoſt. I often 
renewed the attack, and ſucceeded ; but perhaps 
did not finiſh above four minutes before the vi- 
ſiters came. 

When I was not more than fix or ſeven feet 
from the ſpot from whence I meant to emerge, a 
wonderful adventure occurred, which fruſtrated 
every thing. 

I laboured, as has been already mentioned, be- 
low the foundation of the rampart, near the ditch 
where the ſentries were poſted. 

I could take off all my irons, excepting that 
which went round my neck, and remained with 
its claſp hanging to it. During the time I was 
at work it looſened, and the noiſe reached one of 
the ſentries, about fifteen feet from my priſon. 
He called the officer, they laid their ears to the 
ground, and heard me puſhing my ſacks up and 
down. The owing day this was reported, and 
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the. major, who was my beſt friend, entered with 
the town-major, a ſmith, and a maſon, 

I was confounded ; the lieutenant winked to 
me, that all was diſcovered ; the examination 
now commenced.—In ſhort, the officers would 
not ſee; the ſmith and 'maſon found every thing 
entire ; but had they viſited my bed they would 
have mifled half my ftraw-ſack and clothes. 

The town-major was ſtupid, and believed the 
thing impoſſible. In going out, he ſaid to the 
ſentry who had liſtened to me, * You aſs! you 
heard a mole in the earth and not Trenck— 
** how is it poſſible that he could work fo far 
* from his Pon * This . an end to the 
matter. 

It was no longer time to delay; if people had 
only come to examine me in the evening, they 
would have found me buſy; but no one had 
the precaution to do this during the ten years of 
my confinement ; for the commandant, the town- 
major, and Bruckhauſen were ſhort-fighted, miſe- 
rable men; the others, on the contrary, wiſhed 
me ſucceſs, and would not ſee. 

Three days after this adventure I could have 
forced my way out, but I viſhed to eſcape 


during Bruckhauſen's inſpection, who was my 


4 


only enemy. This paltry fellow was more for- 
| tunate 
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tunate than wiſe ; he was a few days fick, and 


K* **, did his duty. 


At laſt he appeared ; as ſoon as the doors 


were locked I began my laſt labour. As I had 
no occaſion to bring out the ſand of the laſt three 
feet, but to labour onward to gain an outlet, and 
throw it behind me, it is eaſy to be imagined 
how diligently I mined. 

But my fate had decreed it, that the very 
ſentry, who a few days before had heard me in 
the earth, was upon the ſame ſpot. 

This man, piqued at being called an afs, be- 
cauſe he was certain he had diſcovered me, laid 
flat upon the ground, and heard me again diſ- 
tinctly. He called his comrades, they reported 
it, the major was ſent for, he came, likewiſe 
heard me, went on the other ſide of the pali- 
ſades, perceived me ſtriving near the door, where 
I wanted to work my way into the gallery; it 
was immediately opened, they entered with lant- 
horns, and watched the approaching fox. 

When I had cleared away the ſand, and gained 
the firſt opening, I ſaw the light, and the heads of 
thoſe who were expecting me. 

What a thunder-ftroke for me! I was difco- 
vered, crept with great labour through the ſand 


I had thrown behind me, and awaited my fate 


with fear and tremblir.,,, However I had the 
TY preſence 
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preſence of mind to conceal my piſtols, ſome mo- 
ney, my inſtruments, with candles and paper, 


below the flooring, which I could always get at. 


The greateſt part of my caſh was hid in diffe- 


rent quarters of the flogr, and in the threſhold of 


the door; the holes being well ſtopped up, nothing 


was found out ; there were alſo ſome ſmall files and 


knives in various parts of the chinks of the floor. 


I had ſcarce finiſhed, when my doors began to 
rattle; they entered and found the priſon full 
of ſand and ſand-bags. I had haſtily put on my 
hand-cuffs and bar, to make them believe that I 
had worked with them in the earth; they were 
fooliſh enough to think ſo, and thus I gained an 


advantage in future. 


Nobody was bufier than the ignorant Bruck- 
hauſen ; he aſked a variety of queſtions, but IL 


gave him no other anſwer than, that I aſſured him 
my deſign would have been compleated ſome 


days ago, if his good fortune had not made him 


fall flick. 


And 855 I had red my intention pur- 


b to mortify him, I was now unfortunately 


diſcovered. This had ſuch an impreſſion on 
him, and made him ſo much afraid of me, that 
in future he was more civil, really conceiving 


that I could do any Ming... 


WM 
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It was already night, and impoſſible to clear 
away the great quantity of ſand. The lieutenant 


of the guard remained with me, and I had a nu- 


merous company. In the morning a ſwarm of 
workmen came to fill up the infide hole; it was 
then cloſed with ſtones, and the part of the ſur- 
face of the floor which was cut, was made entirely 
new. The Tyrant, Borck, did not come, becauſe 


he was ſick, or I ſhould have fared much worſe. 


In the evening the ſmiths had finiſhed their 
work. ; all my irons were made heavier, and in- 
ſtead of the ring above thoſe of my feet, they 
were drawn together and faſtened with ſcrews. 
Every thing elſe remained as before. The 
damage I had made was not repaired until the 
next day, and being prevented from ſleeping, 
fainted with exceſſive fatigue and grief. 

Ihe loſs of my bed, which was taken from me 
becauſe I had made ſand-bags of it, was my 
greateſt misfortune. Before the doors were ſhut, 
Bruckhauſen and the town- major inſpected every 
part of me. I had often been aſked how I pro- 


cured ſuch a variety of inſtruments ; to which 


I always anſwered—* Gentlemen, the king of 
** the infernal regions is the only monarch now 
«© my friend; from him I can have what I 
** pleaſe; we often ſpend the night in playing at 
piquet, and he fupplics me with candles ; 
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guard me as you will, I 1 at laſt be deli- 
« yered from your power.” | 

Some were aſtoniſhed, others laughed, and af. 
ter being again ſearched, as they were locking the 
fourth door, I called out. Return! you have 
“ ſtill forgot ſomething of conſequence !” In 
the meanwhile I had pulled out a file which was 
concealed in the floor, laying as they entered— 
I only wiſh to convince you of the truth of 
« what I have aſſerted.” Another examination 
took place without effect, and the doors were 
again ſhut: | | 

I amuſed myſelf by making them return a ſe- 
cond time, and gave them a knife and ten louis 
d'ors ; this increaſed their aſtoniſhment, whilſt I 
laughed at ſuch pitiful guards, who were blind 
enough te be deluded by my folly, and report 
throughout the town, that I was a conjurer be- 
friended by the devil. 

One Major Holtzkammer had artifice enough 
to turn this report to his advantage. A curious, 
ignorant citizen offered him fifty dollars to be 
granted a fight of me, having the greateſt incli- 
nation to view a wizard. Hollzlammer acquainted 
me with the man's defires, and we agreed to 

have alittle ſport with him. Ls 
Every thing being agreed upon, I was pro- 
vided with a frightful maſk, which, as ſoon as 

the 
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the doors began to rattle, I put on, and ſtood be- 


fore the burgeois, bent like a dwarf, He ſtarted 
—patience, ſaid the major, let us return in 
about a quarter of an hour and he will aſſume 


another form; this I did by whitening my face 


and ſtanding upright, with my eyes caſt down 
like a ghoſt. However the burgeois was defirous 
of ſeeing me once more; Holtzkammer gave me 
a wink, and when they came back I had bound 
my hair below my noſe, and placed a pewter 
diſh upon my breaſt, at the ſame time exclaiming 
in a threatening tone“ Avaunt, wretches, or 
« I will twiſt your necks!!” The deceived ci- 
tizen was the firſt to fly, and thus was he cheated 
out of fifty dollars, the price of his curioſity, 

But foraſmuch as the major begged of him 
not to mention a ſyllable of this adventure to any 
body, it being ſtriftly forbid to conduct any one 
into the ſtar-fort, yet few days were paſſed be- 


fore my witchcraft was the general topic of con- 


verſation ; even the burgeois was named, who in 
one hour had ſcen me in three various forms, and 


many other ſtories were added to it. The affair 


came before the governor; he was ſummoned, 
queſtioned, and mentioned the major who had 
been ſo obliging to him ; even offered to take his 
affidavit, that he had actually ſeen all this, and 
called abe the eye- witneſſes. 


Hollz- 
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Hollz kammer got a little ill-will upon the occa- 
ſion, and was obliged to undergo eight days cloſe 
arreſt. We had afterwards many a hearty laugh 
about this ſport, which cauſed me to be greatly 
talked of, eſpecially as no one could imagine how 


it was poſſible for me to attempt ſome new plan 


every year, in ſpite of all inſpection, chains, and 
guards; and at the ſame time to impoſe upon 


thoſe who viſited my priſon. 


From this it appears, how the credulous are 


deceived, and how ealy it is to perform mzracles, 
which really give riſe to all the. ridiculous ſtories 


of churches and conjurers. 
After this fruitleſs undertaking, vis required 
above a twelvemonth, and ſo exhauſted me, that 


I had poſitively. the appearance of a living ſkele- 


ton, melancholy and ſorrow would have maſtered 
all my ſtrength of ſoul, if I had not conceived 
ſome freſh hopes to eſcape, from my knoweldge 
of the officers, and the friends I had gained, 


which renewed my deſponding courage. 


I was ſoon ſenſible of the loſs of my bed, and 
was again ſeized with a moſt violent fever, which 
certainly would have put an end to my exiſtence, 
it the majors and other officers, had not ſhewn 
me all poſſible attention and humanity, and de- 
ceived the commandant :—Bruckauſen alone re- 
mained a milanthrope, and a blind flave to all his 

orders. 
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orders. The day on which he was inſpeQtor the 
ſtricteſt commands were obſerved, and I durſt not 
looſen my irons till I had for ſome weeks marked 
the places which his ſtupidity only viſited. I then 
cut through a link where I was ſafe, and cloſed 
the opening with my bread in the manner already 


related. I could always get my hands out of my 


cuffs, more eſpecially after my ſevere illneſs, 
which had rendered me very thin. 
It was a full balf-year before I recovered my 


ſtrength, and was in a condition to undertake a 


new labour. | ; 

At length I found out a way to prevent Fright 
hauſen from examining my fetters, fo that he left 
this duty to the officer of the guard alone. He 
had a delicate noſe : when I heard the rattling 
of the firſt locks, I made ſuch an offenſive ſmell 
with my night-ſtool, that he ſtept back, and at 
laſt remained ſtanding before the door. 


Upon an occaſion where he was puffed up with 
pride, at the news of a courier being arrived 


with the joyful tidings ofa vidory, he came to 


my priſon, abuſed and ſpoke ſo diſreſpectfully of 


Auſtria, and of my Empreſs, that I was provoked 
to anger, tore the word from the fide of the 


| lieutenant, who was ſtanding near me, and 


ſhoud certainly have nailed him to the wall, if 


he 
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he had not eſcaped my thruſt by leaping out of 
the door. 

From that day this man was ſo timid, that be 
never ventured to come near me, but always made 
two men go before him, with their muſkets and 
bayonets croſſed, whilſt he ſtood behind them at 
the door. 

Even this occurrence was of ſervice, becauſe 
I had nobody but him to fear upon the inſpec- 
tion; and to ſhew how ſhallow his underſtanding 
was, and how ſcornfully I treated him, I will 
mention but this laughable ſtory of all the tricks 
I prattiſed upon him, 

When I was undermining my priſon, I found 
a 4wenty-four pound ſhot, and laid it in the mid- 
dle of my room. : | 

He came to viſit me, and as ſoon as he was 
aware of it, he aſked with aftoniſhment— 

© Zounds ! what is that?” I anſwered—— 
It is part of the ammunition which the devil 
has given me. | | 

He ftood loſt in Aich ent, reported the af. 


- . 


fair, and was fo exceſhve ſtupid, that he could 


not even imagine, how it was poſſible for ſuch a 


ball to come, by any natural means, into my 
priſon. 

I made a ſatire upon him when the late Land- 
grave of Heſſe-Caſſel was governor of Magde- 


burg; 
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burg; and I had the liberty of writing, as will 
be more fully taken notice of in the ſequel of 
theſe memoirs. The landgrave, who knew the 
man, made him read it, and his ſtupidity and 
dulneſs were ſo great, that he laughed, and did 
not comprehend the ſenſe of it, although all 
his different modes of expreſſion were ridiculed, 
and a great part of his real hiſtory interwoven, 
with the whole undder painted after the ori- 


ginal. 
The landgrave, 5 was exceedingly pleaſed 


vith it, has ſincereturned me the manuſcript, 
which was wrote with my blood, my liberty, 
that I might publickly make it known among the 
reſt of my writings. 

J muſt here relate the following anecdote : At 
the very time when my attempt to eſcape was 
fruſtrated, came a certain General Kru/emark to 
viſit me, with whom I had lived on the moſt 
brotherly footing when cornet in the garde du 
corps. Amongſt other things he aſked me, in 
the moſt domineering tone, without ſhewing the 
leaſt friendſhip, eſteem or pity, how I employed 
myſelf, and if the time did not appear tedious 
to me ? | | | 

My anſwer was as daring and contemptible as 
bis queſtion, for all my misfortunes could neither 
humble or diſhearten me. I told him, that I 

_ | knew 


. 
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knew well how to employ my mind, and when 
tired of thinking, I could perhaps lay down in my 
chains, and dream more pleaſantly of my righte- 
ouſneſs and innocence than thoſe who uſed me 
ſo baſely. He replied—* If you had in time 
been leſs ſtubborn, and begged mercy, you 
*© might poſſihly have been in other circum- 
& ſtances; but the man who has committed a 
crime, and adds defiance to it, and will help 
eto free himſelf by corrupting his majeſty's ſol- 
« diers, deſerves no better fate than yours.” 
This rouſed my juſt reſentment, and I re- 
turned Sir! you are the king's general, and I 
* am attually a captain belonging to the Empreſs 
* .Thereja, who will protect, perhaps deliver, but 
** at leaſt revenge me. My heart is free from re- 
proach, and you yourſelf know, that I never 
merited theſe chains, as a man who has been 
condemned without a hearing, and without a 
lawful procedure, by calumny and malice, I 
truſt to my innocence and time, Even in this 
* pitiful condition, the philoſopher will always 
know how to bid defiance to his tyrants.” | 
He retired abuſing and threatening me with 

theſe words“ We will ſoon teach the bird to 
+ whiſtle another tune.“ I ſhortly experienced 
the effects of this viſit ; orders were given to pre- 
f . vent 
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vent me from fleeping, and that my ſentries ſhould 
call and waken me every quartgr of an hour. 

This exceſſive cruelty I found at firſt intolle- 
rable, but at length 1 became accuſtomed to it, 
and could anſwer in my ſleep ; it continued four 
years, until the generous Landgraye of Heſſe- 
Caſſel, who was then governor of Magdeburg, 
put an end to it about a twelvemonth before 1 
was liberated, and ſuffered me again to enjoy 
a peaceful repoſe. 

1 dare not truſt to my pen the name of the 
man who gave theſe orders, the unexampled 
cruelty of which is not to be met with in any 
hiſtory. A major, who was my friend, and would 
have alleviated my condition, adviſed me not to 
anſwer to their calls. This counſel was ſucceſs- 
ful; I executed it and cloſed a capitulation, that 
my bed ſhould be again returned to me, and.on 
this condition I agreed to do every thing they 
_ Thoſe, and ſuffered myſelf to be wakened. 
Soon after this ordinance, the commandant; 


General Borck, who was ſo cruelly enraged 


againſt me, was taken fick, and grew diſordered 
in his brain; conſequently he was removed from 


his Office, and Lieutenant Colonel Reichman, 3 


true friend to mankind, was appointed com- 
mandant in his place. 


4141 


About 


———— 


E 


— 


r | 
> 6%, © LARA * 2 3 ** a; 
n ** * * n . A reren 
1 bs * 
WO 5 9 e D 


RNs 
** 


Nr 


* 


1 


S onet BEOY bt  FI 


* © 
4 | 
IF n hor" oe” 8 2 FP , N p 4 1 = 2 * A OT IE... —_— , 
2 Jo 2 2 — — * 1 * . 4 * 8 hy An . - I" - Fa c I l 
2 * 2 . * re N gr IN. = 5 20 = N r , | = ras — 
pf ON >: Is 2 5 S io RI, r — a F . 22 n ry _ n g r 9 
» a 1 — 8 Pn 8 . - A 65 de 4 P. A * —_ 7 * p \ 7 . * 8 * 88 = 8 22 * n 8 0 
= * 2 * 4 "_ 1 hoy 42 3 * « * 4 > % — 7 2 5] Sd _ . * * 2 4 N 4 6 3 Sa 5 1 5 
, PID 0 r 8 Bonn hab CEOS: 0. SEE s LET 1-7”. 2 * 2 _ $7 Li Ns; ITY 222 8 9 1 
x þ 5 0 / ? $ — 1 
2 F E / c ß I Ss CO See Fg - þ , ie” MY; x ( ig _—_ 
8 1 r ꝓ⁵ꝓPꝶ ff ß FR ple Br SEAT AS CSE. Is — OE RO LIT IE DUET 8 „ N n o ON Ee 
5 YN is 2 WY, . > oy : n i TEL . 3 : 
Tas * l 4 I 1 "Nb 1 E n 1 * 4 1 p 
fy * . 


N a 
— N 
r r 
8 r gs 
. 


110 MEMOIRS OF 


About this time the court fled from Berlin, 
and her majeſty, the Prince of Pruſſia, Princeſs 
Amelia, and the Margrave Henry, choſe Mag- 
deburg for their reſidence. 

Bruckhauſen now became a little more polite 
| than before, undoubtedly becauſe he had heard 
at court, that I was not yet entirely deſtitute of 

ſupport, and ftill could expect my freedom. 

Tyrants and blockheads are generally weak and 

cowardly men; perhaps the fear of a thing which 
might happen, moved this man to treat me with 
more reſpeRt. | Y 
The worthy new commandant, Reichman, could 

not publicly alter my chains, nor better my hor- 
rid fituation ; but he gave orders, or rather 
winked at the inſpetting officers leaving the two 
inner doors ſometimes open, which at laſt was 
done every day, that I might enjoy a freſh air 
and the light of the ſun for a few hours. 

I took the advantage of this indulgence, and 
began to draw upon my tin drinking-cup with 
a (mall nail which I pulled from the boards; 
and at laſt I wrote ſatires, likewiſe engraved 

pictures; and carried this art ſo far, that my 

cups were fold very dear, as curioſities, and mal- 

terpieces of drawing and invention. ; 
The firſt attempt was very inſignificant, as 


may be eaſily imagined, "However my Cup was 
carried 
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carried into the town; the commandant ſhewed 


it abroad, and gave me a new one; with this I 
ſucceeded better than with the firſt. Every ma- 


jor who guarded me wanted a like ſample of my 


induſtry: thus I became daily more expert, and 
a whole year paſſed away in this occupation. At 
length I received permiſſion to burn a candle. 

According to the governor's orders, every one 
of the goblets ſhould have been carried to him, 
as I wrote upon them, or repreſented in hiero- 
glyphics whatever part of my fate I wiſhed to 
make known to the world. Theſe orders were 


not, however, attended to; and the officers who 


watched me, trafficked and ſold them at laſt for 
twelve ducats apiece. When I received my li- 
berty, their value roſe ſo high, that they are ſtill 
to be found in many of the cabinets of the 
curious. 5 5 

The deceaſed Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel 
b one about twelve years ago as a ſouvenir to 
my wife; the other is in Paris, and came there 
in a very wonderful manner, out t of the hands of 
the Empreſs Dowager. 


One fell into the hands. of Prince Auguſtiis 
Lobkervitz, who was then priſoner in Magde- 


burg; he carried it to Vienna, and his majeſty 
the Emperor preſerved it amongſt the collections 
in his cabinet. There is a drawing upon this cup, 

repre- 
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_ repreſenting a vineyard with men at work, below 
which 1s the following inſcription: 
Ma vigne fleuriſſoit par mes ſoins & travaux; 
J'eſperaĩ des beaux fruits pour le prix de mes maux. 
Mais malheur pour Na Feſebel la cherie, 
Et pour boire de mon vin, me fait perdu la vie. 

This thought, which was taken from the = 
in the bible of Naboth, Ahab, and Jeſebel, and at 
the ſame time from my fate in Vienna, made ſo 
great an impreſſion upon the quick- ſighted and 
noble- minded Maria Thereſa, that ſhe imme- 
diately gave orders to her miniſter, to endeavour 
by all means to prucure my freedom. Perhaps 
ſhe would have returned me my property, if the 
poſſefſors of it had not been maſters of ſo much 
power and credit, or if ſhe had lived a year 


longer. In the meanwhile I have to thank my 
amuſement, with my cups, that I was at length 


thought of in Vienna, and not entirely aban- 
doned. 


Upon this ſame goblet was an emblem of a bird 
in a cage in the hand of a Turk, with the motto: 


Ce n'eſt pas un moineau, 
Garde dans cette cage: 
C'eſt un de ces oiſeaux 

Qui chantent dans 2 
Ouvrez amis des ſages ! 
Briſez fers et verroux l 

Ses chants dans nos boccages 

_ Retentiront pour vous! 


Another 


— 
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Another, Similar. 


Le roſignol chante, voiſi la raiſon, 
Pourquoi qu'il eſt pris, pour chanter en priſon, 
Voyons le moineau, qui fait tant de dommage, 
Jouir de la vie, ſans craindre la cage: 
Voila un portrait, 
Qui montre l'effet | 
Du bonheur des frippons, du des etres des ſages, 


The hiſtory of theſe cups is wonderful; for it 


was forbid, on pain of death, to ſpeak with me, 


or to allow me pen and ink ; yet, notwithſtanding 


this, I uſurped, or rather gained by degrees, the 


permiſſion to write upon tin every thing that I 


| wiſhed to ſay, and by this method I appeared in 


the eyes of thoſe who before had not known 
me, as an injured, uſeful man; my goblets gained 
me eſteem and friends, and to this invention I 


am in a great meaſure indebted for my liberty. 


But this work would at length have turned me 


crazy or blind. Every body demanded cups, 


and a deſire to pleaſe, made me ſit daily at leaſt 
eighteen hours at my engravings ; the light ſhone 
upon the bright tin, and the invention of all 


drawings and their ſituations required more 


thought and ſtrength of imagination than is ge- 
nerally believed. 
I have ſaid enough of theſe tin cups, which 


gained me ſo much honor and advantage, help- 


vor. Il, N | I ing 


£ EI 0 n CF 0) I; <0? "AN RS, . a - © 
n C n : N 
* = e rh FISTS) 
5 „NN 


8 


5 
8 


2 
* 
— 
* 
— 
by 
Wor 
£ 
l 
we 
by 
- 
o 
* 


r 
8 


LL: MEMOIRS OF. 


ing to ſhorten many a tragic hour. I was moſt 
ſeverely tortured by my cruel neck-iron and its 
heavy chains, which preſſed fo ſeverely on the 
nerves of the back of my neck, as to occaſion me 
a conſtant head-ach. 

J fell fick a third time, becauſe I did not take 
"exerciſe enough, and a Brunſwick ſauſage, which 
a friend had ſecretly. conveyed to me, cauſed 
ſuch a violent indigeition, that I had nearly died; 
a putrid fever followed, and in the ſpace of two 
months I appeared like a figure of death. 

But my youth and conſtitution got the better 
of diſeaſe, and I again began to think of my 
liberty, and attempt a new enterprize. My mo- 
ney, which I had concealed in different parts of 
my priſon, was finiſhed, and there remained only 
forty louis d'ors below the floor. | 

Old Lieutenant Sonntag was conſumptive, and 
got his diſcharge as an invalid. I gave him 
money, and ſent him to Vienna vith the beſt 
recommendations, to allow him four hundred 
florins yearly from my caiſſe, till I obtained my 
freedom, or as long as he lived. His charge was 
to ſeek an audience with the Empreſs, and to ſo- 
licit compaſſ on and ſupport for my claim. At 
the ſame time I gave him an aſſignment to re- 
ceive four thouſand florins of my money, and 
remit to me by way of Hamburg, to Captain 

8 Knoblauch, 
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Knoblauch, who would have conveyed it ſecretly 


to me. I recommended him to Counſellor Kemfpf, 


who, during my confinement, condudted the ad- 
miniſtration of my property along WH Counſel- 
lor Huttner. 


| But, alas ! nobody in Vienna wiſhed 'for my 


return ; they had already begun to divide my 
fortune, of which they never meant to give any 
account; the good Lieutenant Sonntag was ar- 
reſted as a ſpy, and ſhortly afterwards thrown 
into priſon. At length when he was miſerable and 
naked, they gave him one hundred florins, and 
ordered him to be conducted to the frontiers. 
Thus the worthy man fell a ſhameful victim to 


his truth and integrity, and never could ſpeak” 


with the Empreſs. 


He walked wretchedly and ene to Berlin, 
where he remained a year Finn, with his bro- 
ther, and died. 

He wrote an account of his cruel fate to the 
honeſt Knoblauch, by whom I remitted him one 
hundred ducats from my priſon. Judge what 1 


mult have felt at ſuch news from Vienna, the 


only place where I looked for an aſylum ! ! 

But a circumſtance occured, which was fortu- 
nate for me. A friend, whom I ſhall never name, 
ſecretly viſited me, by the aſſiſtance of a heu- 
tenant who was on guard, and well diſpoſed to 
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ſerve me; from him I received fix hundred 
ducats, and this is the ſame friend who after- 
wards paid four thouſand guelders, in the year 
1763, to the Imperial ambaſſador, Baron Riedl, 
at Berlin, to haſten and promote my liberty, 


which money came through the ſame channel. 
juſt at this time, the French army approached 


within five miles of Magdeburg. This important 


fortification, at that time the foul of the Pruſſian 
power, which required at leaſt a garriſon of 16000 


men, had not 1 500. to defend it. The French 


might have marched in without any refiſtance, 
and put an end to the war. My hopes increaſed 
as they drew nigh ; but great was my aſtoniſh- 
ment, when a major related to. me, that in the 
courſe of the night, three waggons came 1nto the 
town, which were ſent back loaded with money, 
and the enemy immediately retreated from Mag- 


deburg. 


This remark I can aſſure my readers to be 
a poſitive fact, to the infamy of the general 
who then commanded the French army. he 
major who related this to me, was an eye-witneſs 


to the truth of it; and although it was ſaid, that 


this money was ſent to the king's army, it was 
eaſy for every one to ſee, to what purpoſe it was 


deſtined, for the waggons went, without any con- 


voy, 
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voy, through the very gate from which the French 
were not far diſtant. 

Thus Maria Thereſa was at that time deceived 
in her confederacy; and it 1s well known in Paris 
who received and divided this money. 

When I ſaw, that theſe hopes likewiſe failed, 
and had nothing more to expect from my 
friend, the chancellor of Ruſſia's lady, having 
read in the papers, that ſhe and her huſband, 
with Field Marſhal Apraxin, were unfortunate, 
and baniſhed to Siberia, on account of a conſpi- 
racy and conneQtion with the court of Berlin, 
I planned a new and daring DE ng to reſcue my- 
ſelf. 

The whole garriſon of Magdeburg did not, 
at that time, conſiſt of above nine hundred mi- 
litia men, 'who were all diſcontented. I had two 
majors and two heutenants on my fide, and the 
guard of the ſtar-fort, where I was confined, 
conſiſted only of fifteen men, who were moſtly 
ready to follow and obey my wink. 

| Before the gate of the ſtar-fort, the town | porte 

was only cuatded by a non- commiſſioned olh- 
cer and twelve men, and near it was the caſe- 
matte, in which ſeven thouſand Croats were con- 
fined as priſoners of war. 

There was in our party a captain of the 
y, who had made a com- 
13 N plot 


priſoners; Baron X. 
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plot amongſt his comrades, to aToahbis at the 
hour appointed, in a certain houſe not far from 
the gate, and ſupport my undertaking. 
Another friend was to detain the arms and 
ammunition of his company in his quarters, un- 
der a falſe pretence : in ſhort, every diſpoſition 
was ſo made, that I could with ſafety depend 
upon four hundred muſkets. The officer on 
guard was then to have come to me, he would 
have placed two ſuſpicious men as ſentries over 
me, and commanded them to carry out my bed, 
during which time I ſhould have ſprung out, and 
locked the two centinels in. 

Cloathing and arms would have been ready for 
me, and brought into my priſon beforehand ;. we 
then would have made ourſelves maſters of the 
city. port; I was to have run to the caſematte, 
and called to the Croatians, to ſeize their arms; 
my other friends, in the meanwhile, would have 
come to our aid; and in fine, the whole plan 
was ſo contrived, that it could not poſſibly have 
failed. Magdeburg, the magazine of the army, 
the king's treaſure, the arſenal, every thing would 
have fallen into my hands; and the 16000 priſo- 
ners, who were at that time in the town, were 
ſufficient to have defended it. | 1 

The principal ſecrets in execution of this at- 
tempt I dare not mention ; enough that all was 
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projected and laid down with the greateſt pru- | 


dence and ſafety. I muſt not omit, that during 
the ſummer months the garrifon was very weak, 


on account of the peaſants being in great want of 


workmen, and employing the ſoldiers. _ 
Lieutenant G- now got leave to be ab- 


ſent, on pretence of viſiting his parents in Brunſ- 


wick; I gave him money for the F and 
he haſtened to Vienna. | 

There I had recommended him to the Coun- 
ſellors Kempf and H , and given him 


a letter, wherein I demanded two thouſand. 
ducats of my own money, and aſſufed them, 


that I would by this means ſoon obtain my li- 


berty, and make myſelf maſter of the fortreſs 


of Magdeburg; every other particular would be 
told them by the bearer, on whom they might 
Ty 

G e arrived ſafe in Vienna, he was aſked a 
thouſand queſtions, particularly about his name— 
luckily he had taken a falſe one, which was really 
betrayed. At laſt he was adviſed not to meddle 
in ſo dangerous- an enterprize; they informed 
him, that there was not ſo much money in my 
caiſſe, and ſent him away with one thouſand 
guelders, inſtead of giving him the two thouſand 
ducats, which I required. With this he returned, 
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but underſtanding what was going forward, was ſo 
cautious as never to come near Magdeburg again. 
He was ſcarce four weeks abſent, when the go- 
vernor, who was then the Hereditary Prince of 
Heſſe-Caſſel, the late reigning landgrave, came 
into my priſon, ſhewed me the letter I had ſent 
to Vienna, and demanded to know who had de- 
livered it. and who the people were that meant 
to liberate me and ſeize Magdeburg ? Whether 
the letter had been ſent firſt to his majeſty, 'or 
come immediately into the hands of the gover- 
nor, is a circumſtance I never could learn 
enough!! I was diſcovered, again betrayed, and 
ſold in Vienna. The true reaſon was this :— 
The adminiſtrators of my property Mad con- 
ducted matters as if I had been dead; they rather 
choſe therefore to pocket the two thouſand du- 
cats, than by paying them to procure my liberty, 
and that in ſuch a manner as the court muſt have 
rewarded me for, returned my raviſhed property, 
and forced the curators to have given me an ac- 
count of it ; but this was not their intent, and 
I again fell a facrifice to treachery, and to thoſe - 
whom I believed to be my friends. The cir- 
cumſtances which happened to me in Vienna after 
J was liberated, and which in plain Gerngan I 
ſhall hereafter more particularly relate, prove, 


that theſe ſulpioions were not without foundation, 
and 
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and yet to this hour 1 have remained unre- 
warded. 

The knaves, to be "RR died not by the halter 
they ſo well deſerved ; however they are all 
dead, and I am hall living, no doubt poor and 
oppreſſed, yet as an honeſt man, whoſe hiſtory 
ſo publicly made known, will be a monument of 
infamy to his betrayers, and to the robbers of 
his property, as Jong as poſterity ſhall laſt. 


How is it poſſible to deſcribe my confuſion, 
when the governor preſented me my letter but 


1 had preſence of mind, and flatly denied the 


hand- vriting, and ſeemed attonice at ſo artful 


a piece of villainy. 
The landgrave endeavoured to conviet me, and 


even related to me the purport of the verbal 
charge which Lieutenant Kemnitz was to have 
propoſed in Vienna, in order to have put Mag- 
deburg into the hands of the enemy. Now I 
clearly perceived their perfidy ; but there being 
no ſuch man as Lieutenant Xemnitz in the garri- 
ſon, and fortunately my friend not having en- 
tirely diſcovered himſelf in Vienna, every thing 
remained a riddle not to be explained, and the 


more ſo, as the whole ſeemed improbable, and . 


nobody could, nor would believe, that a priſoner 


in my ſituation, could either gain or overpower 


the garriſon. The prince quitted my jail, and 
appeared 
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appeared content with my config, particularly 
as his heart was tender, and never experienced 
Joy at the misfortunes of mankind. 


The following day a number of commiſſoners 
entered my priſon ; a table was likewiſe. brought 


in, at which the commandant, Reichiman, * 


ſided. 


I was accuſed of being a traitor to the country, 


but I perſiſted in denying the writing; there 


were no proofs nor witneſſes to confront me, 


and to the charge of treaſon, I anſwered, ad 


protocolum : — | 

* I am no criminal, but a worthy patriot, who 
* has fallen into theſe chains by calumny, without 
* a hearing, or a court-martial, or any lawful 

procedure. The king caſhiered me in the year 
1746, and confiſcated my paternal inheritance ; 
'1 obeyed the infſtint of nature, and was 
* obliged to ſeek bread and honor'out of my na- 
tive country ; I found both in Auſtria, where 
I am {till a captain of cavalry, and I have ta- 
125 the oath of allegiance to my Empreſs. 

* Without having been guilty of any crime 
againſt his 3 majeſty, I have been 
treacherouſly thrown into a jail at Magde- 
burg, where I am treated like a criminal, and 
have nothing remaining but to ſeek my li- 
berty in the beſt manner I can, If, therefore, 
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& in this aim all Magdeburg had been ruined, 


and a thouſand men had loſt their lives in op- 


* poſing my liberty, I could not be accuſed of 


* treaſon.” 
My principal argument was this :— - 
If I was juſtly condemned to Glatz, I am 
* a villain, who wiſhed to break through de- 


e ſerved chains; but if J am innocently | con- 


% demned, and no faux pas, much leſs a crime, 
„ js exhibited againſt me, then all conſequences 
are juſtifiable which may enſue from ſeeking to 
free mylelf from your power. Moreover, I owe 
* neither fidelity nor duty to the King of Pruſſia, 


6 


% me, by his authority, honor, bread, liberty, 
and my native country.” 

This cloſed my defence. 
proved or diſcovered, and ay thing remained 
as before. 

But as ſome Andere were ſuſpected, the three 
who had hitherto guarded me were changed, by 
which I loſt my two beſt friends. It was not long 
before I won two others by money, which was 


caſy for me to do, being well acquainted with 
the character of the nation, and knowing, that 


only poor or diſcarded officers were choſen for 
the country militia. 


5 All 


who condemned me unheard, and tore from 


Nothing was * 


þ 


124 | MEMOIRS OF 


mme 8 


All caution uſed by the 1 was now in 
vain, and every one in the bottom of his heart 
wiſhed, that I might fall upon ſome plan to ob- 
Tain my liberty. 

I ſhall never forget the generoſity and indul- 
| gence which the noble-minded landgrave ſhewed 
to me in this critical affair. I knew him peſo- 
vally ſome years alterwards in Caſſel, at which 
time I learnt much from him to increaſe my ſuſ- 
picions of the Vienna treachery ; I was treated 
with great politeneſs, confidence, and eſteem, 
and received with particular diſtinction. 
Now that he is in his grave, I ſhall honor his 
manes with a due thankfulneſs, and endeavour 
to eternalize his memory, becauſe in my adver- 
ſity I found in him a true friend to mankind. 

Soon after this adventure, I was again fick, 
and he ſent me his phyſician, victuals from his 
table, gave orders that I ſhould not be wakened 
by my ſentries, and commanded my neck-iron to 
be taken off; for which act of humanity he actually 
received a ſevere reprimand from the monarch, 
as he afterwards informed me. 

As ſoon as I had an. officer of the guard in 
my intereſt, I again formed a projet; to break 
through the ſame hole where my firſt attempt had 
proved unſucceſsful. | 

Being poſſeſſed of inſtruments, my irons and 


floor were ſoon cut through, and every thing ſo 
. 
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well diſpoſed, that I had nothing to fear from 
the inſpection. 


I here found my concealed money, piſtols, 


and other conveniencies, but it was utterly im- 
poſſible to proceed until I had got clear of ſome 
hundreds weight of ſand: 

This was done as follows = 
I made two different breaches in the floor, 
the one was the falſe, and the other the real at- 
tack ; after which I heaped a great quantity of 


ſand in my - priſon, and cloſed the hole from 


which I had taken it with all care and caution. 
I then fell to work with the other ſo loud and 
imprudently, that thoſe who were outſide of my 
priſon could not fail of hearing me. 

At midnight the doors were ſuddenly opened, 
and I was caught at the labour at which I wiſhed 


to be ſurpriſed. No one could divine why I. 


wanted to break under the door where three cen- 
tinels were poſted. The guard remained with me, 
and in the morning ſome priſoners came with 
wheelbarrows to take away the rubbiſh ; the floor 
was repaired and new-boarded, my fetters were 
again mended, and I was chained as uſual. Peo- 
ple laughed at ſuch a vain undertaking, and, as a 
puniſhment, my bed and light were taken away, 
but both were returned to me in fourteen days. 


People 
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People were not aware of the firſt hole, from 
which I had thrown out the greateſt quantity of 


earth, and as the major and lieutenant were my 


friends, none choſe to remark, that three times as 
much ſand was carried away as could be con- 
tained in the opening found out. It was now be- 
lieved, that after ſo fooliſh, and, to all appearance, 
ſo impoſſible an attempt, 1 would never think of 
any thing more ; even | Bruckhauſen grew negligent 
in viſiting me. = 

At the expiration of a few weeks, the governor 


and commandant came to me; but inſtead of in- 


ſulting and threatening me, like Borck, the land- 
grave ſpoke in the moſt polite and friendly man- 
ner, aſſured me of his interceſſion and protection 
at the concluſion of the peace ; likewiſe informed 
me I had more friends than J imagined, and 
that the court of Vienna had not abandoned me: 

My ſtory ſhocked his ſoul, and moved him to 
tears, which he vainly endeavoured to : conceal. 
In that moment joy took poſſeſſion of all my 
ſenſes, I threw myſelf at his feet, and found a 


prince who. thought nobly. 
He promiſed me all poſlible alleviation : I on 


the other hand, gave him my word of honor, 
that I would never make any attempt to eſcape, as 
long as he continued governor of Magdeburg. 
My mode of utterance was enough to convince 

| 5 | | him 
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him of the ſincerity of my intentions, and he 


inſtantly gave orders, that my neck: iron ſhould 


be taken off, allowed the nailed-up window to 


be again opened, commanded the two inſide 


doors to be left unſhut two hours every day, ſuf- 
fered a ſmall iron ſtove to be placed in my pri- 


ſon, which I could heat within, gave me better 


ſhirts, which no longer rubbed the ſkin from my 
body, alſo a book of white paper, upon which 
I was allowed to write my thoughts and poems for 
my amuſement; the town-major was to count the 
leaves, that I might not put any to a wrong 


ule, and to return me more counted i in the ſame 


manner. 


I was now employed day und right! in engraving 


and writing ſatires, and had a public opportunity 


ol propoling every thing I wiſhed for, and awak- 


ening compaſſion, eſpecially as I knew that my 
poems were {ſometimes read at court, and that her 
royal highneſs Princeſs Amelia, and the gene- 


rous queen herſelf, ſeemed pleaſed with them. 


In fine, I began to be better known ; my wri- 
tings touched the feelings of the humane, and at 
length procured me my liberty. 

To my knowledge, acquired by my own in- 
duſtry, and to my preſence of mind in great'dan- 
gers, I am indebted: for every thing; the power 
of Frederick could not _ me of theſe, and by 


them 
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them alone I received what his wrath and autho- 


| rity were inclined eternally to raviſh from me. 
I obtained, I ſay, my liberty, although the en- 


raged monarch had conftantly anſwered to ſeve- 


ral intreaties, ** Ceſt un homme dangereux ; durant 
* que j; eæiſt il ne verra pas le jour.” 

Since my laſt converſation with the landgrave, 
expected my fate with more calmneſs and peace 


than wany a prince in his palace; I employed 
"myſelf in working with my cups and my pen; 
my © hopes increaſed daily, and as I was allowed 


to read the newſpaper, I looked towards peace 


as the ſummit of all my wiſhes: thus I lived 


nearly eighteen months in quiet reſignation, with- 
out riſking any new enterpriſe. 

But the reigning Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſer 
died, . and Magdeburg loſt its generous governor. 
The commandant, Reichman, vas likewile a friend 


to mankind, and evinced pity and eſteem for me. 


I did not want for, books, conſequently every 
minute was employed, and the time paſſed un- 


felt, for I was habituated to a priſon and to 


chains, and the peace which was ſoon expected, 
was a prelude, to the moſt e dreams and 
waking thoughts. 

In this ſitu ation I wrote The Macedonian Hero 
The Dream and Reality, which have fince been 


| known amongſt my other writings. I likewiſe 


wrote 
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wrote ſome fables, which moſtly deſcribed my 
own fate: the moſt remarkable are—The Un- 
lucky Dog—The Canary Bird—The Peaſant, 
and The Nightingale—The Unfortunate Green- 


finch—The Revengeful Fly—The - and the 
Stag—and ſome others, which may 


to as they actually belong to this hiſtory. 


Not being allowed ink, I did not write leſs 


than eight volumes with my blood, one of which 
1 received from the Landgrave of Heſle-Caſſel 
after I was liberated. | 

A memorable event now happened in Ruſſia. 


Elizabeth died, Peter altered the ſyſtem of al- 


liance, Catherine. mounted the throne, and en- 
forced a peace. 


As ſoon as I heard this news, I Amed. at all 


events, to provide for my liberty. By means of 


the worthy Captain K*, my correſpondence 
was open in Vienna; I was afſured of aid ; but 


at the ſame time given to underſtand, that the | 


poſſeſſors of my property, and the conduQtors of 
my accounts, were working at contrary aims, I 


ventured once more to perſuade an officer to fly 


with me; but in vain! I could not find another 
Schell—his inclination was good, but Dm to 
execute was wanting. 

I therefore opened my old hole, where I had 


already made ſome room, and my friends affiſted 
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me as much as poſſible to get clear of the ſand. 
My caſh was conſiderably diminiſhed ; I was ſup- 
plied with all neceſſary inſtruments, freſh powder 
and ſhot, and a good ſword. Every thing was 
concealed below the floor, which was no longer 
examined, as I had been quiet tor fo conſiderable 
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My deſign was, to wait hos the peace ; but in 

cale I was not delivered by it, my ſubterraneous 
pallage was to be completed as far as the gallery 
in the rampart, that I might have nothing to do 
but there make a breach and eſcape. 

The following plan was agreed upon, as ne- 

ceſſary to my perfect ſecurity : 

An old lieutenant of militia bought a fnalt 
houſe with my money in the ſuburbs, where I 
could always conceal myſelf. | 

In Gummern, in Saxony, a friend was to wait 
for me two years ſucceſſively with a couple of 
good horſes, and the object was now to break 
through my en. that I might be always pre- 
pared. 

I therefore cut ſome if the upper boards, in the 
ſame manner as I had done the firſt, took by de- 
grees the double lay of planks which was below, 

and fix inches thick, entirely away, ſplit them in 
pieces with my chiſel, burnt them in my ſtove, - 
and filled the empty ſpace with the ſand taken 


from 
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from my ſubterraneous channel; by this contri- 
vance I nearly gained half the way. 

My friends then provided me with a ſupply of 
linen, of which I made ſand-bags that were eaſy 
to move up and down : thus I arrived fortunately 
at the gallery where I meant to break out. Af- 


ter this every thing was properly cloſed, faſtened, 
and ſo cautiouſly preſerved, that I had nothing 


to fear from the moſt ſtrict inſpection, for I left 
wood in ſuch different parts below,' as to make 
the upper boards remain quite firm. The planks 
above were all doubly nailed, and did not give 
riſe to the leaſt ſuſpicion, eſpecially as the new 


garriſon which was coming could not know if 


they were laid entire or in pieces. 


Þuring this laborious taſk, which alta again 


exhauſted me, the peace was really ſettled ; and 
when the old campaign regiments marched into 
the town, I loſt all my friends and 1 aſ- 
ſiſtants. 


But before I proceed any further, I muſt here 


take notice of a dreadful occurrence, on which 
] cannot even now reflect without ſhuddering. 
As I was working below the ground of the 
rampart, and was going to drag out a bag of 
ſand, I was ſtopped by a great ſtone, which fell 
down and blocked up the paſſage. My terror 
was exceſſive, as I thus lay impaled in the earth. 
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After debating a little within myſelf, I began to 
clear away the ſand ſideways, that I might be 
able to turn myſelf. Fortunately I had a ſew feet 
room, which I filled with the ſand that I ſcraped 
from round about me; but what was my fitu- 
ation for want of air? I a thouſand times wiſhed 
for death, and made attempts to ſtrangle myſelf. 
At length all further labour was impoſſible; thirſt 
robbed me of my ſenſes. It is not in the power of 
my pen to deſcribe the torments I endured ; for, 
according to my reckoning, I paſſed at leaſt eight 
hours in this ſhocking ſituation. What a dreadful 
night! I fainted, recovered, and ſtrove again. 
The earth was now filled up to my very nole, 
and I had ſcarce ſpace enough remaining to turn 
myſelf. By degrees I came to the ſtone which 
had fallen, and barred my return; as there 
was an opening in front of it, I had a better re- 
ſpiration, Below this flone I dug a deep hole, 
and dragged it into it; by this means I arrived 
again in my priſon.  — 

It was already day-light when I entered, and 
my ftrength had ſo far abandoned me, that I 
laid down, and believed myſelf not in a fitu- 
ation to put back all the rubbiſh, and cloſe up 
my hole. . 

But I had ſcarce reſted half an hour when 
my uſual perſeverance returned ; I fell to work, 
| | fortunately 
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fortunately completed it: juſt as I finiſhed, my 


doors rattled, and my inſpectors appeared. They 
found me pale as death; I complained of a head- 


ach, and remained ſome days fo ill with fatigue 


and a cough, that I imagined my lungs were af- 


fected. However my health returned with my 
ftrength, and that night was the moſt terrible of 
all I ever experienced. For a conſiderable time 
I dreamt, that I was buried alive in the earth; 
and now that I have hved twenty-two years at 


liberty, I am ſometimes terrified by the e 


of that frightful night. 


After this adventure, as often as I was obliged 
to creep to my wonted labour in the earth, I 


hung a knife round my neck, that I might 


ſhorten my ſufferings, if ever a ſimilar accident 


occurred; for at the very place where the ſtone 
fell from, there were many others exceedingly 


| looſe, under which I was always obliged to creep, 


and yet I did this many hundred times; for no- 


thing retarded me from endeavouring tO > gain me 
liberty. 


As I have already mentioned, that I had com- 
pleted my ſubterraneous paſſage, and the peace 


was concluded, I wrote leiterꝭ to my friends 


in Vienna, particularly a moving memorial to 
the Empreſs, took a tender and touching leave 


of my old guards, who had treated me with love 
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and goodneſs, and before the laſt relief, I was 
ſupplied with every thing neceſſary for my aſ- 
ſiſtance, and the campaign regiments of the Mag- 
deburg garriſon marched into the town. | 

But it was ſome weeks before this happened, 
and I underſtood that General Riedt was ap- 
pointed ambaſſador from the court of Vienna to 
Berlin. | 

I knew the world from a well. pb expe- 
rience, and likewiſe knew, that this gentleman 
was always in want of money; on this account 
I wrote him a moving letter, begged of him not 
to forſake me, and to do more for me than per- 
haps his charge from Vienna demanded ; at the 

ſame time I incloſed him an aſſignment for fix 
thouſand florins, which was to be paid to him 
from my money in Vienna, 'and he received four 
thouſand florins from one ol my rclations, whom 
I dare not here mention. | 

To theſe ten thouſand florins I am indebted for 
my liberty, which followed nine months after- 
wards; for my Vienna accounts, which I have 
now in my hands, prove, that the fix thouſand flo- 
rins were paid, by command of the court, in April 
1763, to the order of General Riedt, by my ad- 
miniſtrators ; the remaining four thouſand florins 
which my friend had advanced, I thankfully re- 


| Pall to Di after I obtained my freedom. 
Be 
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Before the old garriſon went away, I was in- 
formed, that in the Hubertſburger peace nothing 

had been done for me. Our plenepotentiary at 
that time ſpoke about me after the articles were 
ratified, to the Pruſſian miniſter, Count Herif- 
berg, but did not enforce the matter, nor even 
ſolicit it. However I was aſſured from Berlin, 
that every intereſt would be uſed with his majeſty, 
and I could rely more firmly upon this - promiſe 
than upon the protection of Vienna. For this 
realon I determined to wait three months longer, 
to fee if any thing would enſue, and then truſt to 
myſelf to eſcape from my priſon. 

The relief of the garriſon took place ; all were 
ſtrangers to me. The officers of the guard were 
noblemen, conſequently more difficult to win 
than thoſe of the country militia, and the ma- 
jors executed their orders punctually: true I 
wanted nobody for my projects, but my heart 
longed for its accuſtomed friends, and now I had 
again nothing but Dy Ammunition bread for my 

ſupport. _ „ 

When I vas given over to my new guards, 
every thing was ſtrictly examined; but it was 
poſſible, with a more prudent viſitation, to have 
diſcovered every thing, and have fruſtrated all 
my deſigns, An accidental circumſtance might 
K4- „ eally 
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eaſily have cauſed this, which I ſhall here relate 
as ſomething curious : ; 

About two years before, I had made a mouſe 
ſo tame, that it played about me the whole day, 
and ate from my mouth ; I obſerved likewiſe in 
this ſmall animal ſo many different tokens of a 
ſoul more than mechanical, that I dare not ven- 
ture to add my remarks to theſe pages. Theo- 
logiſts would ſnarl, and philoſophers, who impute 
the power of thinking to the ſoul of man alone, 
but nothing, except what is termed inſtinct, to 
beaſts, would call me a fable-writer. 

This ſagacious little animal had, however, 
nearly ruined me. During the night, it had 
gnawed at my door, and made a noiſe with a 
wooden platter which was in my chamber. The 
ſentries heard it, and called the officer, he heard 
it alſo, and reported, that every thing was not 
right in my priſon. As ſoon as it was day-light, 
my doors were ſuddenly opened, and the town- 
major entered with a ſwarm of lock-ſmiths and 
maſons. They began a ſharp examination—the 
floor, the wall, the chains, and my body were 
inſpected; but nothing was diſcovered. At length 
I was aſked, what I had been doing in the night- 
time, and what noiſe I was making. I heard 
the mouſe myſelf, laid the blame to her, and ſhe 
was immediately taken away. I begged her life, and 

| | | the 
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the officer of che guard took her with him to his 
room with the moſt ſolemn promiſe, that he would 
give her to a lady who would take care of her; 
but he let her run about the guard- room, where, 
not liking the company, ſhe ſoon concealed 
herſelf, and was heard in the night gnawing the 
outſide door of my priſon. 

At twelve o'clock, when my viſiting rounds 
camè, and were buſily employed, my mouſe ſud- 
denly ran about my feet, leapt upon my ſhoul- 
der, and made every effort to demonſtrate its 
joy. 

ON body was | aſtoniſhed, and wiſhed to 
have the mouſe ; the major took her to his wife, 
who had a handſome cage made for her, but ſhe 
| would not eat, and died in a few days. 

I was very uneaſy for ſome days, on account 
of the loſs of this familiar creature ; but when I 
found, that it had gnawed the bread in a certain 
place of the floor, where I had filled up the cre- 
vice, in ſuch a manner, that. my keepers muſt 
have been blind at the laſt minute | examination 
not to have perceived it, then I was ſenſible 
of the neceſſary ſacrifice of my faithful compa- 
nion, and my guards were pacified. 
This adventure of the mouſe, however, haſtened 
my reſolye, and I would not wait three months. 


I have 
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I have already related my preparations, accord- 
ing to which I had only fixed upon the firſt and 

fifteenth of every month, on which the horſes 
were to wait for me: outſide of the fortifications ; 

but 1 allowed- the firſt day of Auguſt to paſs un- 
noticed, becauſe I did not wiſh to hurt the wor- 
thy Major P/ukl, who always treated me with 

more humanity than the reſt, and it happened 
that he was charged with the inſpection of the 
ſtar- fort on that day; therefore the "fifteenth. of 

Auguſt was decided as my day of . and lon- 

ger I would not wait. 

Perfectly content with this rsd ſome 

days paſſed in wiſhing for the appointed hour, on 
which I was, by my own exertions, to free my- 
| ſelf from chains and priſon. 
A circumſtance ſuddenly occured, which he 
of the moſt remarkable in the "Hiſtork of my. 
life. | FT 
| The major du jour, who was always accuſtomed 
| to lock up my priſon himſelf, was obliged to go 
haſtily into the town, where the fire-alarm was 
beat, and gave the keys to the lieutenant to viſit 
1 ng 
This gentleman came, regarded me with com- 
| paſſion, and ſaid, * My dear Trenck / have you 
; not been able theſe ſeven years, to find a de- - 
| : os «© hverer. 


N 
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© liverer amongſt the officers of the militia, like 
© Schell '1n Glatz.“ 

My anſwer was, Friends like thoſe are ſel- 
* dom to be found. No one was wanting in 
inclination every one knew, that I had it in 
„ my power to make them happy: but there 
© was not one who had courage enough to ex- 
* ecute ſo reſolute an undertaking. Money I 
gave them in abundance—help I received but 
© little.” | 3 Te, 

How come you,” rejoined he, © by the 

bh money * 
From Vienna, by a 6 „ | 
and at preſent J have enough to ſupply a friend 
„ with.” Can 1 be of any ſervice to you? 
* I will do it chearfully, and require nothing 
in return.” 

I immediately pulled fifty ducats from a hole 
in the upper poſt of the door, which he at laſt 
accepted with ſeeming timidity—promiſed to re- 
turn immediately, and kept his word. 

He now candidly declared, that he ſhould 
have been obliged to deſert on account of his 
debts, and had long taken the reſolution to do 
ſo; if he could therefore aſſiſt me, he was ready 
to do every thing, and I had only to lay doun 
a practicable PN We remained two hours to- 


gether ; the project was ſoon formed and approved, 
parti- 
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particularly "ÞY informed him, that my horſes 
were ready in Gummern. 

Union and eternal friendſhip was immediately 
plighted; JI gave him fifty ducats more; he had 
never had ſo much in his power, for all the 
debts, on account of which he wanted to deſert, 
did not exceed two hundred rix-dollars ;* but 
having no fortune of his own, it was impoſſible 
even to pay that out of his ſubſiſtence. 

Our agreement was briefly this: He was to 
procure four keys, which were to be ſimilar to 
thole of my doors; theſe he was to change the 
day that we were to execute our projett ; for dur- 
ing the time that the major dined with the pri- 
foner, General Walirabe, they were kept in the 
_ guard-room. . 

Then as ſoon as the major was gone to the 
city, he was to give part of his grenadiers leave 
to be abſent for a few hours, and ey others into 
the town on various pretexts, take the ſentry 
from the barrier, then come - to me, and order 
thoſe at my door to carry out my bed. 

While they were employed in this, I would 
have ſprung out, and locked them in my priſon ; 
ve would have mounted our horſes, that were 

to have been ready for us at the appointed hour, 
and galloped towards Gummern, 


On 
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On his ſecond guard, which was in _ Gs 
every thing was to have been executed. 

No man was now happier: triple hopes were 
before me of obtaining my liberty, namely, the 
aſſured interpoſition of the Imperial ambaſſador 


in Berlin, my ſubterranean paſſage, which was 


finiſhed, and the new heutenant of the guard. 


Intoxicated with the joy and proſpett of * 


happy approaching victory, I was perhaps de- 
prived of my faculty of judging, the very moment 
in which it was moſt neceſſary. I took a reſolu- 
tion, which will appear to every reaſonable reader 


as inconſiderate as raſh, fool- hardy, and arne : 


ing of pity. 


I was ſo fooliſh as to think of putting the gene- 


roſity of the great Frederick to the proof. If I 


found none, and my deſign miſgave, I had at all 


events, my lieutenant, as a ſure deliverer. Full 
of this project, which I have a thouſand times 
ſince bewailed, I expected the day with anxiety, 
and addreſſed the viſiting major, when he entered 
at pd o'clock, as follows: © 


I know, major, that the governor, the gene- 


© rous Ferdinand Duke of Brunſwick, is at pre- 
* ſent in Magdeburg; I have been informed fo 
by a friend. Go inſtantly to him, defire him 
to examine my priſon, double the ſentries, 


A 


cc 


and then HY orders at what bour ot the day 
«6 he 


— 
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*© he wiſhes, that I ſhould ſhew myſelf in per- 

* fe liberty, out of the works of the ſtar-fort, 
upon the glacis near Holſterberg. If I am ca- 
** pable of doing this, I ſhould hope for the pro- 
'** tection of the prince, who will report this 
feat to his majeſty, to convince him of the 
purity of my conſcience, and the conſtant rec- 
* titude of my actions.“ 

The major was aſtoniſhed, looked at the lieu— 
tenant, and really believed I was difordered in 
my brain, becauſe my propoſal appeared laugh- 
able, and the execution of my deſign he conſi- 
dered as utterly impoſſible ; however I perſiſted - 
in my intreaties. He rode into the city, and re- 
turned. with the commandant, Reichman, the 
_ town-major, Reiding, and the other inſpecting 
officers, with this anſwer: _ 7 

The duke informed me, that if I was capable 
of | accompliſhing what I had obliged myſelf to 
do, he aſſured me of his entire protection; alſo 
the king's pardon, and would immediately e 


„ . oy oe a” — 4s 
, ” 


me from all my chains. 
I now earneſtly demanded the hour to be ap- 
ne blots ſtill jeſted, and conſidered every 
thing as impoſſible. At length it was ſaid, that I 
 Thould only ſhew them method: without exe— 
cuting it; for it was ſufficient if I proved the 
poſſibility. In caſe of a refuſal, my whole floor 
| | | would 


r 
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would be inſtantly broke to pieces, and a guard 
placed day and night in my chamber. 
Alter a long capitulation, and the moſt ſacred | 
- promiſes, I ſuddenly threw all my chains at my 
feet, opened my hole, gave them my arms and 
inſtruments; alſo two keys of the ſally ports of 
the ſubterranean gallery. I deſired them to go 
thirty-ſeven feet from my priſon, and found the 
place where I intended to break through, with a 
ſword, which would convince them it might be 
done in a few minutes. I then told them every 
ſtep that I had to go, the different doors in the 
rampart, two of which had been open for ſix 
months; and I gave them the keys to the others. 
At laſt I diſcovered to them, that I could have 
horſes ready for me at a wink, upon the glacis 
near Kloſterberg, whoſe ſtalls it would be 1 18 
ſible for them to find out. | : 
They went out, made their obſervations, re- 
turned, aſked queſtions, and ſtarted objedtions, 
which I anſwered as well as if I had been the en- 
gineer who built the ſtar-fort. They left me 
again, wiſhed me joy, remained about an hour 
abſent, came back, informed me that the duke 
was aſtoniſhed at the report he had received ; 
again wiſhed me joy, and conducted me without 
chains into the officer's guard room, 


The 
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The major returned to us in the evening, gave 
an handſome ſupper, and aſſured me, that every 
thing would now go well, for the duke had already 
written to Berlin. | 

Next day, however, the guard Was eib 
ened; two grenadiers entered the officer's room, 
as ſentries. The whole guard loaded their pieces 
before my eyes. Diſpoſitions were made, as if 
I had been going to attempt an enterpriſe like 
that in Glatz; even the very draw-bridge was 
drawn up in the day-time. 

I now perceived a number of men working i in 
my priſon, and ſeveral carts loaded with large 
{quare ſtones. In the mean time the officers of 
the guard were exceeding agreeable and friendly; 
the table was well ſerved; we ate together. But 


a non-commilſioned ror and two men remained 


conſtantly in the room with us. This ſcene con- 
tinued four or five days, until my new friend, on 


whom I relied, came upon guard. He appeared 
to be of his former way of thinking: the witneſſes 


allowed us little Gpportunity of converſing toge- 
ther. He was confounded at my untimely diſco- 


very; told me that the duke knew nothing about 


It, and it was reported throughout the garriſon, 
that I had again been detected in * 


to eſcape. 
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My eyes were now opened, but alas! too late. 
J aſſured my friend, that it was only done be- 
cauſe I truſted to his word. —He reiterated all his 
former promiſes; and my courage again in- 
creaſed : but I was determined to revenge myſelf 
upon the commandant for his baſe behaviour. 

In the courſe of eight days the new building 
was finiſhed. The town-major. appeared with 
the major du jour, and conducted me once more 
into my jail. I was now only chained with one 
foot to the wall, which however, was twice as 
heavy as the firſt. „ . 
The floor was paved with large quarry ſtones, 
and the priſon really made impenetrable. My 
money, which had been concealed in various 
parts of the door, was the only thing ſaved; thirty 
louis d'ors, which I had about me, were diſco- 
vered and taken. 

As they were again chaining me up, I ſaid to 
the commandant, in an exaſperating tone, 

Is this the conſequence of the duke's word 
and honor? Have I deſerved this ill treatment 
for my generoſity? But I know things have 
been falſely reported; the truth will one day 
or other be inveſtigated, publicly known, and | 
* villains will be aſhamed.” ““ 

1 likewiſe declared, that they would not have 
Trenck much longer in their power, and if they 

VOL. 14; 5 | built 


* 


* 


K n 


146 MEMOIRS o F 


built me a priſon of ſteel, they would not be able 
to keep me. | 

People laughed at my 1 Reichman, how- 
ever, encouraged me, bid me hope, and ſaid, 
that 1 ſhould perhaps fon be hberated in a 
proper manner. 

The reliance I had upon the aid of my friend, 
which was unknown to every body, made me 
bold ; and all the world were aſtoniſhed to find 
me ſo raſh, when it was ſuppoſed I ſhould be 
low-ſpirited and diſhearteneſd. | 

I muſt here explain to my reader, why I was 
ſo unexpeRtedly treated. After I received my 
liberty I went to Brunſwick, and learnt from 
the duke himſelf, that the truth had not been 


reported to him by the majors who were appointed 


to overſee me; but to avoid a reprimand for 
their negligence, they informed him, that they 
had caught me at work, and, after a ſtrict inſpec- 


tion, had diſcovered, that if it had not been for 
their watchfulneſs I ſhould undouhtedly have eſ- 


caped, Some time afterwards, his highneſs un- 


derſtood the truth of the ſtory, and reported the 


circumſtances to the king, which decided the 


monarch to reſtore my liberty. 


Thus, alas! are the moſt noble actions rated | 


in our world, and ſeldom repfefsin in their 
true light! 


I now 
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I now fat again in my priſon ; my heart was 
enraged againſt the unfeeling monarch, but till 
more againſt the cruel governor ; yet both were 
deceived, and innocent of the cauſe of my com- 
plaints. 


I longed day and ke for the appearance of 


my deliverer ; but how was I aſtoniſhed to ſee 
another lieutenant enter, on the day appointed 
for his guard; ſtill I flattered myſelf, that ſome 
unforeſeen accident had this time detained him ; 
but I waited full three weeks in vain—he never 
returned durſt not aſk for him. At length 
I learnt, that he had quitted the grenadiers, 
therefore ſhould no * do duty in the ſtar- 
fort. 

If ever he ſhould read this book, let him at 
the ſame time read my moſt hearty forgiveneſs 
along with it; and eſteem me in my grave, be- 
cauſe I ſerved him materially by the one hun- 
dred ducats. Another whom he might have 
abandoned in misfortune, after receiving money, 


and making ſuch ſolemn promiſes, would «py 


have felt more revengefully. 


L have always been of opinion, that after he paid 


his debts, he repented of the undertaking, and on 
that account changed from the ſtar- fort guards; 


or confided in a comrade, who perhaps ſo ma- 
| LY 
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naged the matter with a field-officer, that he 


could no longer do duty near me. 
T1 now firſt began to bewail my untimely pride ; ; 


melancholy got the better of all my ſtrength of 


foul; I charged myſelf as the preſent cauſe of my 


inſurmountable fate. I could have fled from my 


priſon half a year ago without danger; all obſta- 
cles had been removed, and nothing-oppoſed me. 
But my blind confidence in the generoſity of 


mankind, and the aid of my friend, fruſtrated all 


my hopes, and plunged me into a fituation truly 


| deplorable, and from which nothing could deli- 


ver me. | 

In ſpite of every diſpofition to make my pri- 
ſon impenetrable, I always found, during nine 
years, a remedy in invention; but now I had diſ- 
appointed all my proſpetts in future, and coſi- 


.dered myſelf alone as the cauſe of my preſent 


ſufferings. A thouſand reproaches harrowed my 
dejected ſoul, and I ſurely ſhould have ceaſed to 


live, if I had not been reſtrained by the expetcta- 


tion of ſome outward aſſiſtance from Vienna or 
Berlin. | | 

The officers ſoon remarked, that I began to- 
loſe all my vivacity and conſtancy. I grew 
thoughtful, peevith, and melancholy ; worked but 


little at my former amuſements, and wrote no- 
thing 


— 
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thing but ſongs of lamentation, or Alp en 
elegies. 
Formerly no one could give me any other con- 
n than this : * Patience, my dear Trench 
at all events it cannot be worſe !” or people 
gave me hopes, that the king could not live for 
ever conſolation for a man in my ſituation ! !. 
If I was ſick, they wiſhed me joy, becauſe my 
afflictions would ſoon have an end—if, to the 
aſtoniſhment of the world, I recovered, then I 
was pitied, becauſe I had not died, and was ob- 
liged longer to endure my tortures ! Was 
there ever a man entangled in ſuch a fate as 
mine ? My head perpetually employed, my Her- 
culean labour, which kept my members in motion, 
and my art of winning the hearts of my guards, 
courageouſly bidding defiance to tyrants, and. 
oppoſing force with cunning. My own arts 
alone, I ſay, I have to thank, that I fo glo- 
riouſſy withſtood a ten years ſuffering; and yet 
in the very place where nobody ſhould have 
known that I was ſtill alive, gained more friends, 
knowledge, and approbation than ever - and at 
length emerged from my Jail, as a hero in adver- 
fity ; conquered calumny, pacified the monarch, 
and now, after eſcaping ſo many perils, dare, in 
the harbour of philoſophy, write my hiſtory in 
125 lange of unvarniſhed truth. | 


£4 | . . 5 8 The 
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The peace had already been nine months 


concluded, and nothing was done for me. But at 


the very period when I. believed my delivery 


impoſſible, and conſidered myfelf loſt without re- 
covery, the twenty-fourth of December abt 


my freedom along with it. | 
During the time of guard mounting, Lieu- 
tenant Count Schlieben arrived as. courier in 


Magdeburg, with orders, that I ſhould be im- 


mediately releaſed. The joy upon the parade, 
and in every part of the town was general, for 
every one eſteemed and pitied me. | 

The commandant believed me tobe weaker than 
I was, and did not wiſh to inform me of theſe glad 
tidings too ſuddenly, leſt the precipitant joy 
might overcome me : how little did he know 
my preſence of mind in every adventure, 

I ſuddenly heard a great rattling at my doors, 
and firſt perceived the commandant enter, fol- 
lowed by a crowd of people, who all ſurveyed me 
with countenances full of joy. I was aſtoniſhed. 
Reichman immediately ſaid : 

% My dear Trenck / this time I have the plea- 
* ſure of bringing you the firſt good news. Prince 
Ferdinand has at laſt prevailed upon the king, 
* to ſuffer your chains to be taken off.“ The 


mich inflantly approached and began his work, 


ou | 
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« You will likewiſe have a better chamber,“ 


3 he. I now interrupted him. 
I] am then certainly at liberty, and you 1 


„not inform me of this good news too haſtily— - 


„tell me the truth at once—I know how to 
moderate myſelf.“ | 
Ves, was the anſwer, * you are free!“ 


He then embraced me, and all the others did 


as much. I was immediately aſked, what kind 
of clothes I would have. My uniform, returned 
I.—The taylor was already there to take my 
meaſure. "Ip 1 

When the ſmith had cbm ieted his taſk, I 
was condutted into the officers guard-room, where 
the town-major made me take the uſual oaths of 
all ſtate prifoners : 
I. That I would revenge n on nobody. 

II. That I would not paſs the borders of Pruſ- 
ſia nor Saxony. | 

III. Not ſpeak or write concerning any thing 
that had happened to me. And, | 

IV. That as long as the king lived, I would 
not ſerve any other maſter, either 1 in a civil or 
military capacity. | 

Count Schlieben then delivers me a letter from 
General Riedt, the Imperial miniſter at Berlin; 
the contents were nearly as follows: 
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e That he was very happy to have found 
% an opportunity of procuring my liberty 


from the king; I ſhould now do every thing 


* willingly and joyfully, that would be required 
of me by Count Schiicben, who was ordered to 
** accompany me to Prague.“ po 
Dear Trenck,” ſaid Schilieben, © I have orders 
© to conduct you this night, in a covered ve- 
te hicle, through Dreſden to Prague, and not to 
<* allow you to ſpeak with any body during the 
journey. To combat every obſtacle, General 
* Riedt has given me three hundred ducats ; I 
* will immediately purchaſe a coach; but as 
every thing cannot be ſettled to-day, ' I have 
agreed with the commandant, that we ſhall 
not depart from hence till to-morrow night.“ 
Having chearfully promiſed every thing, the 
count remained with me, and the others retired 
into the town. I dined with the major du jour and 


the officers of the guard at General Wallrabe's, in 


his arreſt, where he died aſter vent yn Hu years 
confinement. 


I was now at liberty, and went to walk in dif- 


ferent parts of the works to accuſtom myſelf 


to the light and air; alſo ſearched in my priſon 
for my concealed money, which amounted to 


about ſeventy ducats, 


| The 
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The whole guard was well treated; I gave a 
ducat to every man; to the ſentries upon my 
poſt, when I was releaſed, I gave three, and ten 
ducats to be divided amongſt the old guard. To 
the officer I ſent a preſent from Prague, and 


the remaining part of my caſh I beſtowed upon 


the wife of my honeſt grenadier, Gefhardt. He 
was dead, and during the campaign, ſhe truſted 
to a young lad the ſecret of having received 
one thouſand florins from me; he was impru- 


dent with the money he got from her, was ex- 
amined, and betrayed the woman, who was 


obliged to paſs two years on that account in 1 the 
bouſe of correction. | 

The huſband eſcaped puniſhment, becauſe he 
was not preſent. Had he left any children be- 
| hind him, I certainly would have provided for 
them. 

I gave thirty ducats "ag the widow. of the man 
who hung himſelf near my priſon in the year 
1756; and paſſed the greateſt part. of the night 
with my guard, who were perfectly jovial, In the 
morning I was viſited by all the field-officers of 
the garriſon, but durſt not appear in the town. 
At twelve o'clock I was equipped with boots, re- 
gimentals, and ſword ; I pleaſed myſelf when I 
looked 1 in the > glaſs, but my head was ſo confuſed 
with 
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with joy and future projects, that I really remem- 
ber very little of what paſſed the firſt day. 

What a field for obſcrvation does this ſudden 
change afford. I remained the very ſame man, in 
inward worth, that I had been but twenty-four 
hours ago, and yet what an amazing difference 
was to be ſeen in the behaviour, and in the coun- 
tenances of all thoſe who had lately ſo ſtrictly 
watched me ! I was now. reſpetted, courted, flat- 
tered—and why ? Becauſe I no longer bore 
thoſe chains which 1 had never merited. | 

What are mankind in a deſpotic ſtate ?—_ 
What 1s true merit, or pure virtue, where autho- 
rity can decide upon our fate? 

The evening now approached ; Count Schlieben 
appeared with a coach and four poſt-horſes, and 
| after I. had taken a tender leave of every body, 
vue drove out of the gate. | | 
Who could ever have believed, that I ſhould 
ſhed tears at my departure from Magdeburg ? yet 
that was the real fact. It is alſo an aſtoniſhing 
riddle, when I ſay, that I lived ten years in 
Magdeburg without ever having ſcen the town. 

My Impriſonment laſted nine years, five 
months, and ſome days; if to that J add my 
ſeventeen months confinement in Glatz, it will 
be ſeen, that I ſpent eleven years, during the 
moſt precious. period of my life, in a miſerable 

| Jail, 
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jail, which never can be compenſated for by any 
monarch on earth: owing to this my body be- 


conſequences of the martyrdoms J have withſtood, 


tlle Duke of Deux Ponts. 
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came ſo enfeebled, that I now experience the 


even when a comfortable bed is my priſon. 

Every reader will conceive, that this epoch 
would put an end to my ſufferings ; but I here 
aſſure him, upon my honor, that I would rather 
return to a ten years impriſonment in Magde- 
burg, than again endure what has happened to me 
ſince my freedom, particularly theſe laſt fix years 
in Auſtria, where Krugel and Zetto were my re- 
ferees. | 

Perhaps I may again be in circumſtances; 
when I dare add a third volume to my hiſtory, 
and boldly relate every thing without reſerve. 
No doubt I have already conquered my ene- 


mies; but all hopes are loſt, that I ſhall ever re- 
ceive my laurel wreath on this fide of my grave, 


where no reward is to be expetted for thoſe who 
demand it with a becoming pride, and my claims 
to ſatisfattion are already grown too old. 

On the ſecond of January I arrived with 
Count Schlieben in Prague; I was delivered over 
by him the ſame day to the governor, who was 


He received me graciouſly ; we | dined with 


him two days ; all Prague was curious to know 


me, 
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me, as a man who had been ſtrong enough to 
endure ſuch a weight of woes. I there drew 
three thouſand florins of my money; ſent back 
the three hundred ducats to General Reidt, which 
he had given Count Schlieben for my journey, and 
which he demanded from me in his letter, al- 
though he had already received ten thouſand 
guelders of my caſh. I paid Schlieben ſufficient 
to take him back, made him a preſent, and pro- 


cured myſelf a few neceſſaries. After having 


reſted a few days in Prague, an eftaf/ate from 


Vienna (for which I was obliged to pay forty 


florins) came with orders to the governor, that I 
ſhould immediately be ſent, under an arreſt, and 
with a ftrong eſcort, from Prague to Vienna. 


My ſword was again taken from me; Captain 


Count Mela, with two non-commiſſioned officers 


got into a coach with n me, hien I was obliged to 


purchaſe. 
I took up another thouſand Boris in Prague 
to defray my expences, and was even under the 
neceſſity of paying the captain fifty ducats in 
Vienna for- his return. | 
It js impoſſible to conceive what my heart ex- 
perienced at this uſage. I ſhould have travelled 
in triumph to Vienna as an honeſt patriot, who 
had fallen a victim to his fidelity, and expetted 
| 1 10 
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to receive the reward of his ſufferings: on the 
contrary, I was treated like a criminal! 

I was brought as a priſoner to the barracks; 
and condufted to Lieutenant Blenket's quarters, 


who had orders not to ſuffer 1 me to write, nor to 


ſpeak to any one, but thoſe who had a billet of 
permiſſion from Counſellors Kemp or Huttner. 

Both theſe men were the adminiſtrators of my 
property during my confinement. In this ſitu- 
ation I lived fix weeks. At length I was ſpoke 
to by the preſent field- marſhal Count d Alton, 
who then commanded the regiment of Poni- 
atowſky; I diſcloſed to him my well-grounded 
ſuſpicions ; and to this worthy man alone I am 


indebted, for defeating the baſe deſigns of my 


enemies, to confine me for 1! le in a madhoufe 


in the fortreſs of Gratz. 
When I was at liberty, I never could have 


Juſtice done me againſt theſe wicked men; and 


had they but once got me from Vienna, I ſhould 
have been for ever loſt, and muſt have langue 


in a madhouſe. 


People had made the Empreſs believe, that 1 
was perpetually raging and ſtorming with the moſt 


horrid threats againſt the King of Pruſſia. As 
they were likewiſe about to chuſe a King of the 
Romans, it was greatly to be feared, that my 
weakneſs and defire of revenge would, by. ſome 


means. 
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means or other, affront the Pruſſian ambaſſador, 


which might be the cauſe of diſagreeable conſe- 


quences; beſides, General Riedt was obliged to 
promiſe his majeſty in Berlin, that I ſhould not 
ſhew myſelf in Vienna, The generous Maria 


"Thereſa felt compaſſion for me, and aſked, if 


there was no remedy. She was anſwered, that 
J had been very often blooded, but always re- 


mained an extremely dangerous man. Add to 
this, that I was extravagant, becauſe I had drawn 


and ſpent four thouſand florins in fix days at 
Prague. I hus ſpeaks the villain before the cloud- 


furrounced throne, when; he wiſhes to baniſh honeſt | 


men. | 
Colonel d' Alion mentioned me and my fate 

at court to the Counteſs Paar, who was a noble 
minded woman and wife to the lord high ſteward. 


in the meantime the deceaſed emperor entered 


the room, and came towards the counteſs, aſking, 
if I was quite diſtracted, and had no lucid inter- 
vals. D' Alton ſaid, I had been weeks in his bar- 


| racks, and always the moſt reaſonable, reſigned 


man he ever knew. There certainly muſt be 
ſome very ſecret intrigues to occalion my being 
treated like a fool, and deſcribed as ſych at court. 

The following day, the Emperor ſent Count 
Thurn to ſpeak with me. I immediately found 


him to be a worthy inlightened philoſopher, and 


all 
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an honeſt German. I related to him in what 
manner I had been twice betrayed and fold in 
Vienna, during my impriſonment; plainly proved 
to him, that my adminiſtrators had laid the pre- 
ſent deadly trap for me, and wiſhed to confine 
me as a madman, with no other intent, than to 
retain my property in their hands as long as I 
lived. We converſed two hours together, and 
more paſſed than prudence allows me to truſt to 
' theſe pages. I gained his heart and his entire 
confidence, and he remained my friend until his 
death. He promiſed me all his ſupport, returned 
the next day, and preſented me to the Emperor. 

The audience laſted upwards of an hour; at 

length the monarch was ſo moved, that he came 
from his ſeat, and going haſtily into another 
room, I perceived, that the tears fell from his 
eyes. I was immediately ſeized with a kind of 
enthuſiaſtic joy, fell at his feet, and could have 
wiſhed for a Rubens, or an Apelles, to have faith- 
fully painted the ſcene, to the eternal memory of 
a feeling monarch, and of an honeſt man ſu- 
ing for juſtice before the throne of an humane 
prince. My pen is too feeble to convince poſte- 
rity, how truly great and reſpectable a character 
the Emperor Francis was. I ſtood mute, but my 
tears ſpoke—he felt for my ſufferings with ma- 
jeſtic compaſſion. I left the room with that ex- 


tatic 
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tatic Ahe and trembling ſenGbility; which can 


only be experienced by a truly honeſt man. 


May the ſoul of ſo great a prince never re- 
main unrewarded. Francis, by this action, ap- 
peared in my eyes greater than Ceſar or Frede- 
rick, although the world reckon him amongſt weak 
princes, - I will be anſwerable, that he thought 


| nobly ; and if death had not ſnatched- him from 


me, at the very time he found me worthy of his 


grace and eſteem, I ſhould long ſince have reco- 


vered my loſt Hungarian property. * 
I returned to my barracks, confuſed and 


giddy with joy—orders appeared the next day 


for my releaſe. I went with Count d'Alton to 


the Counteſs Paar, who wiſhed to ſee me; and 


by her means I was granted the firſt audience in 
the cabinet of my Empreſs. | 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the agreeable man- 
ner in which ſhe received me; how was I pitied! 
how graciouſly was my conſtancy and fidelity ex- 
tolled ! I could not come to the point, her 


| kindneſs prevented me, and would not allow me 


time to lay my juſt complaints before her; ſhe 
faid ſhe knew how ſcandalouſly I had been uſed 
in Vienna; but ſhe demanded of me, that I ſhould 


take no notice of what was paſt, pardon my ene- 
mies, avoid all freſh troubles, and abſolve all the 


managers of my affairs. I wanted to ſpeak.—I 


beg, 
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beg, ſaid ſhe, do not complain to me—1 know 


all—only do what I defire you—T will make up 


for every thing—you require, you deſerve re- 


poſe. 
What was to be done ? Go to the BIN" a 
or agree to every thing people choſe to aſk. I 


ſoon received orders to accompany Mr. Piſerick 


to Counſellor Kugler. I did it ; but was put off 
till the next day, and obliged, in the preſence 


of both thoſe gentlemen, to ſubſcribe to what 


follows : 


I. That I acknowledge the validity of the 


T1 enck i/h teſtament, 


II. That I renounce the 3 property, 
and reſign myſelf to the mercy of the Empreſs. 


III. That I ſolemnly abſolve my curators and 


conduttors of my accounts. 

IV. And not remain in Vienna. 
Thus ill- treated and juſtly chagrined, I re- 
ſolved to quit Auſtria for ever. My pride would 
not permit me to ſeek vile ways to the throne; 
and becauſe I would not oppoſe my enemies with 


ſimilar arms, I always failed in the method of 


ſoliciting this right. The beſt of Empreſſes Was 
prevented from acting generouſly towards me; 
and at the very time when all Germany were at- 
tentive to ſee what competent reward I ſhould re- 
ceive from my ſovereign, I was put under an 
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arreſt, and delivered, like a madman, into the 


hands of the very people who had plundered me. 

I had already determined to hazard my fortune 
in another country, when I was ſeized with a 
dangerous illneſs, which had nearly laid me in 


my grave, The Empreſs, underſtanding my fitu- 


ation, ſent her phyſician, and a charitable ro- 
ther, as a ſick nurſe; both of whom, however, I 
was afterwards obliged to pay out of my own 
pocket. My own doctor would certainly have 


attended me cheaper.— This 1s ſty led grace and 
diſtinction!! 


J then received (without defiring it) the com- 


mw Mon of a major, for which I had to pay the 


fees, but was debarred from acting, or being uſe- 
ful to the ſervice. I regarded a title very little, 


which had been offered to me ten years before in 


other countries. It is remarkable, that this favor 
was granted expreſsly, „in conſideration of my 
* uncorrupted fidelity, and great zeal for the 
** ſervice, during my long confinement ; like- 


*'wiſe in conſequence of my eſpecial talents, 


* and good qualities, his majeſty was pleaſed 
* moſt graciouſly to beſtow upon me the cha- 
«+ rafter of Imperial major, &c. &c.” 


Would not ſuch language have made me ex- 


pect the rank of a Pate] or the return of my 


Sclavonian eſtates ? | 
And 
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And what followed ?—The title of an invalid 
major, after having ſerved fifteen years as a caps 
tain. 

_ Surely it was not my fault, that I had bei ho. 
trayed and ſold by Abram/on, the Imperial reſi- 
dent in Danzig ; by Weingarten, the Auſtrian 
ambaſſador's ſecretary in Berlin ; twice ſerved in 
the ſame manner, and ruined by a ſet of plun- 
derers in Vienna, whoſe intereſt it was to impo- 
veriſh and render me uſeleſs to the ſtate. This 


commiſſion was therefore no favor, particularly 


as I have received no other theſe twenty-three 


years. Beſides it was no reward for me, at a 
time when many young officers could purchaſe a 


majority for a few thouſand guelders. Had they 
rather obliged my adminiſtrators to have reſtored 


me but thirty thouſand florins of my plundered . 


property, I might have bought the title of colo- 
nel, and ſhould now. have ranked with our ge- 
neral officers ; but the ſelfiſhneſs of my enemies 
required, that I ſhould remain a cypher, and 
that was ſufficient to baniſh me. 

Who were then, and who are now my enemies? 
The Jeſuits and their friends; intereſted advo- 
cates, who wanted to be my curators, agents, 

or ſuch referees who were afterwards baniſhed 
from their country, or died like plunder-fed* 
ſcoundrels, or now live in the houſe of correction, 
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and there labour, as deſervedly puniſhed crimi- 
nals, or ſuch as have yet the ſame fate to expe, 
for Joſeplhi is juſt, and he already begins to ſee 
clearly into what was before the ſanctuary of vil- 
lains, who have hitherto known the ſecret of bar- 
ring the throne in the face of virtue and true pa- 
triotiſm. Pity ! that the vail was removed too 
late for me, and that the ſun of truth hath ſhone 
upon it, when I am become an invalid, incapable 
of attempting any thing more. 

I now applied to "ag Empreſs with a memorial, 
but did not ſay a word reſpetting my loft property 
in Sclavonia :—but begged, : 

I. That thoſe who carried away whole hundreds 
weight of gold and filver from my eſtates, and 
- had never accounted for it, ſhould be compelicd 
to return a part, | 


IT. That I ſhould be repaid the ine emen. 
ſand florins, which. had been illegally taken from 


my bonis aviticis, and beſtowed upon an n hoſpital i in 
Vienna. | 

III. That I ſhould be N the forty 
thouſand florins, which Count Graſ/alkowitz, had 
received, under the falſe title of Sclavonian ex- 
ceſſes, for the payment of four thouſand Pandour 
recruits, who had been ſhot in the ſervice of the 
Empreſs, or were loſt. -I was by no means liable 
to pay from my own private purſe, for the ſubje&s 


of 
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of 1 Trenk :/h eſtates who were killed in the 
field. 


IV. I alſo begged for the one thouſand five 


hundred florins, which had been taken from my 
capital for the uſe of the Bohemia fortifications, 


and for the fifteen thouſand florins, which were - 


due to Trenck's regiment. | 
V. I requeſted a recompenſationof reelye thou- 

ſand florins, for what I had been robbed of by 

the treachery of the Imperial refident, Abramſon, 


when I was arreſted in Danzig. At the ſame_ 


time a public ſatisfattion from the magiſtrate of 


that city, for having, in contempt of the Imperial 


ſervice, ſo ignominiouſly delivered me up to the 
Pruſſians in the very middle of the town. 

All this I demanded with great right, as no men- 
tion had been made of them in the bond, which a 
ſew weeks before had been extorted from me. 

I alſo demanded the uſual intereſt of five fer 
cent. for my capital of ſeventy-ſix thouſand flo- 
rins, which was in the Hungarian chamber, and 
which alone amounted to twenty thouſand florins. 
Particularly requeſted the payment of my effects 
in Sclavonia, and the approved melioration which 
had been adjudicated to me per ſententian, and 
exceeded eighty thouſand florins. 


I ſolicited humbly only for a payment of ſome. 


of theſe juſt and incontrovertable articles, but 
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received —nothing, nor even an anſwer, to more 
than a hundred ſimilar petitions. 

At'this time Field-marſhal Loudohm was going 
to Aix-la-Chapelle, to uſe the waters; I always 
reſpected this man, even loved him when he was 
captain of Pandours in my couſin's regiment. He 
was taking his leave of the Counteſs Paar; in the 
meantime I entered; ſoon afterwads the Empreſs 
came in. The converſation turned upon Loudohn's 
journey, and ſhe ſaid to me, Trench] the wa- 
ters of Aix-la-Chapelle would be of great ſer- 
© vice in re-eſtabliſhing your health.” I was 
ſoon ready, followed in a couple of days, and ac- 
companied him there, where we remained about 
three months. 5 — 

When we arrived, we were, both conſidered as 
extraordinary men; every body wiſhed to know 
him, on account of his ſucceſs in war; and me, 
on account of the great hardſhips I had endured, 
His company was a refreſhment to my diſcon- 

tented ſoul : he knew Vienna, from experience, as 
well as I did, and had conquered his enemies by 
generoſity and perſeverance. 

1 was pleaſed with the mode of living at Spa 
and Aix-la-Chapelle, where men of all countries 
are to be met with, and where even reigning 
princes muſt court the company of men of all 
Tanks, that they may not remain alone. In one 

: = © EY. | | day 
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day I found more friends, more eſteem, and more 


ſatisfaction, than in Vienna during the whole 
courſe of my life. 


I had not been above four weeks there 1 L 


underſtood from the Counteſs Paar, my conſtant 
friend and protearels, that her Imperial majeſty 


had provided for me, and would make me happy 


as ſoon as I returned to Vienna. I endeavoured, 
by my friends, to find out in what this happineſs 
would conſiſt, but could not diſcover it; I there- 
fore expected every thing from my Sorel, In 


tbe meanwhile the Emperor Francis died at Inſ- 


pruck; this haſtened General Loudohn's return, 
and I followed him to Vienna. 


The Empreſs received me moſt graciouſly, and 
« Trenck, 
„ I will convince you that I mean to keep my 
% word have taken care of you, and will give 


| addreſſed me in the following words: 


„you a very prudent, rich wife.“ 

** Auguſt ſovereign,” 
* not determined ever to marry ; but if it ſhould 
happen, I have already fixed my choice upon 
„a lady in Aix-la-Chapelle” * What ! have you 
%% wife?” © No, pleaſe your majeſty, not yet.” 


Are you engaged?“ 


.* tle all that, and have deſtined for you the rich 


2 widow of Mr. H. H. who is content with my 
M 4 
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„ choice. She 1s a ſenſible woman, and has an 
* income of fifty thouſand florins—you want ſuch 
* a wife to live comfortably.” I was aſtoniſhed ; 
the amiable object was an old devotee—a woman 
I well knew to be avaritious in the higheſt 
degree; likewiſe ignorant and peeviſh. I ſtarted, 
and anſwered, * I would not have this lady, if 
* ſhe poſſeſſed all the treaſures on carth—T wiſh 
© to be happy, and not miſerable. I have choſen 
* at Aix-la-Chapelle, given my word of honor, 
& and will act like an honeſt man.” Thus ended 
the audience. The enraged Empreſs, who really 
meant well, ſaid with a certain contempt, © Your 
6 caprice cauſes all your misfortunes; take your 
* own will—I wiſh you happy.” I was diſmilled, 
and conſidered my doom as fixed. | 
If I had ever been willing to make my fortune 

by marrying an old woman, I might have had 
one in Holland in the year 1750, who was worth 
three millions. This offer was a ſad compenſation 
for my Sclavonian property, and other loſſes and 
afflictions I had ſuffered. Indeed the thing was 
_ impoſſible, for my love was in Aix-la-Chapelle, 
where I was called by my own reaſon and choice, 
by taſte, beauty, and a noble charaQter, to be 
| happy in the bonds of matrimony. | 

I was-not at that time really eviged to > my 
wife; but f it was reſolved in my own mind that 
1 ſhould 
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I ſhould return, and endeavour to know the ob- 


Jeet of my deſires. 
Marſhal Loudohn, who was 1 with her, 
contributed much towards this marriage. He 


knew my heart that I harboured ſome ſecret re- 


ſentments, and might eaſily be entangled in new 


diſaſters.— Both him and my friend, Profeſſor Gel- 


lert, whom I viſited at Leipzig, adviſed me to 


curb my paſſions—make a prudent marrjage—ſeek 


repoſe—and keep myſelf at a diſtance from the 
buſtle and confuſion of the great world. 


_ I followed this counſel, which agreed with my 


wiſhes, returned to Aix-la-Chapelle in Decem- 
ber 1765, and married the youngeſt daughter of 
the former burgermeiſter, De Broe of Diepenbends. 
He had lived upon his fortune in Bruſſels ; he 
came to Aix, where he was extremely beloved 
and reſpected by the citizens, who forced him to 
accept this honorable charge. 

My wite was young, handſome, and virtuous ; 
ſhe has born me eleven children, eight of whom 
are ſtill living, all ſuckled with her own breaſt, 
and brought up in the ſtricteſt principles of ho- 
nor and virtue. God grant that I may always 


have it in my power to provide for her as ſhe 


deſerves, and as I am bound to do! 

Nothing particular happened to me during the 

firſt year, I lived in tranquility; and as my 
houſe 
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| houſe was the aſſembly of all great and worthy 
ſtrangers, who came fer the benefit of the waters, 
I became known, and gained friends of the moſt 
elevated kind. 
In December 1766, my wife bore me her firſt 
Jon. I now took an opportunity of writing the 
following letter to the young monarch in Vienna. 
This letter is in the eighth volume of my works, 
under the title of Belliſarius to the Emperor 
* Juſtinian. — The brief purportof it is this: 


1 HAV E = EE a vile in Aix- 1a. Cha. 
1 pelle, with your majeſty's knowledge; and 
* to-day ſhe has preſented me with a ſon, who has 
been baptized by the name of Joſeph. The 
* preſent Imperial chamberlain, and Baron Colo- 
** nel Rippenda, ſupplied your majeſty's place 
as godfathers. This liberty has been taken 
without having requeſted your gracious per- 
« miſſion; but 1 flattered. myſelf, that I durſt 
expect it from a monarch, who knows my heart 
* and my ſuſferings, and from whom J hope, by 
„ my conduct, to merit protection and eſteem. 
& I will bring up this ſon for the ſervice of your 
* majeſty, and would rather that he ſhould drink 
„ poifon with his mother's milk, than live to de- 
viate from the principles of his father. Auguſt 
| 6c Em- 


ec 


ec 


is now before me : 
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Emperor he is not named Joſeph, according to 
the cuſtom of Vienna, for as long as I live he 


requires nothing; but he is called Joſeph, that 


when I am dead, he may ſay to his monarch, * I 
am the lawful heir to the two Trencks, whoſe ' 


great eſtates in Sclavonia, are fallen! into ſtrange 
ans. by public injuſtice.” 


* Gracious hire |! 


whom I honor as the Pars 


a and protettor of my poſterity, glad- 
den me with the kind reception of this new 
ſubject, and let me obſerve, if I dare continue 


8 800 diſcloſe my patriotic writings to your dil- 


cerning judgement, my enemies in Vienna 
grow daily more dangerous; but I rely on 
your juſtice, and am in every occurrence of 
life, and viciſſitude of fortune, | 

© Your Imperial majeſty's 


Moſt obedient ſubjeR, 
And faithful patriot, 
% RE NC K.“ 


To this letter I received the following anſwer, 
which for cogent reaſons I here make known, 
becauſe it was written with his own hand, and 
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% DEAR BARON TREN CE, 


1 TAKE it as a favor, that you have baptized 


your ſon by the name of Joſeph, though 


you did not alk my previous conſent, and that 


you choſe Colonel Rippenda to ſupply my 


place at the chriſtening. As a token of my . 


future good-will to you, I here inform you, 
that, for important reaſons, I have aſſigned your 
pay to. be in future drawn in Bruflels, and not 
in Vienna. . 

* You may continue your patriotic - and plea- 
ſing writings, and ſend them to me, for I al- 
ways like to read the truth; but at the ſame 


time, I woulck rather read them in their natural 


ſtate, than clad in the garb of ſatire. 
OE am yours, 


1 0 8 


Soon afterwards I received orders to corre 


ſpond with his majeſty's cabinet ſecretary, Baron 
Roder, and what happened in conſequence muſt 
remain a ſecret. | 

1 have fulfilled far more than my duty. Per- 
haps when the cloud of prejudice and envy is 
diſſipated, a better judgment will be formed of 
what I ſhould have done. In this caſe I leave 


* 
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my children to reap the fruits of my faithful la- 
bour; I am filent with honor and inward quiet. 

I reſided moſtly at Aix-la-Chapelle or Spa, 
with my family, during the ſpace of ſixteen years. 
Part of that time I ſhall paſs over in ſilence, and 
only relate ſome of the molt remarkable incidents 
that happened to me there. 

The Macedonian Hero had already dirred up 
the whole prieſthood againſt me. In the year 
1772 J wrote the weekly paper, intitled The 

Friend to Mankind.” In which, without fear, 
I ſtrove to tear the maſk from the eyes of the 
bigotted. At that time it was real raſhneſs for an 
apoſtolic major, under the ſceptre of Thereſa, t 
write againſt prejudice in a tone like mine; and 
it is aſtoniſhing how I preſerved my life ſo long 
in ſuch a country, and in a town totally governed 
by monks, and where they are revered as gods. 

I was ſuddenly preached 2gainſt upon a Sunday 


by the archprieſt and nine others, who named me, 


and avowed that I was a conjurer and free-thinker, 
whom every one that honored God and the 


church, might murder with impunity. A Jeſuit, 
named Pater Zunder, declared me an outlaw ; 


and the day was fixed, on which my writings were 
to be burnt in front of my houſe, which was to be 


demoliſhed, and all the inhabitants of it de- 


ſtroyed. 


Letters 
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Letters were ſent to my wife, deſiring her to fly 
with her children, and ſeek a place of ſafety. This 
ſhe did, with fear and trembling ; but I remained 
at home, with two jagers and eighty-four loaded 
muſkets, which I placed in the gallery below the 
window, that there 88 ariſe no doubts of my 
ſerious defence. 

The day of battle arrived, and Pater Zunder, 
wich my works in his hands, and accompanied by 
all the ſtudents of the town, were ready to com- 
mence an attack. I ſtood prepared for them in 
my gallery, which was crowded with arms, and 
there was not a ſingle man who had courage 
enough to approach me : ;—thus paſſed the day 
and night: | 
| The next morning al a fire ws out 
in the town. Inſtead of being terrified, or ſtaying 
away, I haſtened with my two jagers to the good 
people's aſſiſtance; but not without being ſecretly 
armed. I formed an eſpalier with water pails ; 
and every one was perfectly obedient. Pater 
Zunder, and his ſtudents, on the other fide, did 
the ſame thing. By degrees I got near him, and 
ſtruck him with a leathern water bucket upon his 
holy ears, as if by accident : nobody offered to 
attack me; I went through the crowd without 
evincing the ſmalleſt fear; they all took off their 
hats, ſmiled, and bid me good morning. Thus 

| | Fs the 
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thi mob always think and act, where they ſee 


they are not feared. 
Chapelle are ignorant fanatics, but too cowardly 


to murder any one who has his hands to defend 


himſelf. After this adventure every thing was 

quiet. Not far from Heerlen, on the road. to 

Maſtrich, a ball whiſtled paſt my ear in a hollow 

way: no doubt it came from a prieſt, or lome- 
body urged on by them. | 


Near the convent of Schwarzenbruck, where I 


was hunting, three Dominicans watched me from 
behind a hedge—the place was diſcovered to me 
by one of hee colleagues, who often went with 
me to the chace. I had my double-barrel gun, 
and was upon my guard; drew near, perceived 
them, and called out—* Fire, villains, but if you 
do not kill me, mark the conſequence.” They 


all ran away in a fright ; one of them fired, and 


carried off a piece of my hat; I returned the 
ſalute, and one dropped ; he was taken away by 
his companions, dangerouſly wounded : however, 
he recovered, and Joon diſoppeared with a milk- 
maid. 

They could not diſpatch me by poiſon, for I 
ate only at home: But in the year 1774, I was 
attacked on my road to Spa, by eight robbers ; it 
was rainy weather, my gun was 1n its caſe, and 
the cord was accidentally tied about the handle of 
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my Turkiſh ſabre, ſo that not being abs to draw 


it in a hurry, I was obliged to defend myſelf with 
the ſheath.—1I leaped from the coach, knocked 


_ ſcandalous (mode of life 1 
_ logne, and eige. 


thoſe down who were near me; my faithful jager 
protected me from behind. I made way, ſprung 
again into the coach, and drove off as faſt as poſ- 
fible. Shortly after this one of theſe fellows was 


| banged, and declared before his death, that their 


confeſſor had promiſed them eternal abſolution, if 
they would beat me to death, for nobody could 


ſhoot me, becauſe the devil had rendered me 


muſket- proof. 

To ſo high a = was the fury of the clergy 
driven! ! and yet I defy any reaſonable man to 
find a fingle word in any of my writings which 
may be ſaid to be contrary to the pure doctrine 
of the church; I 
abuſes; I att 


pointed out ſome capital 
deceit of monks, their 
Aix-la-Chapelle, Co- 
I withed to inftrutt my fel- 
true duties of a Chriſtian; but 


low citizens 1 


this was hurtful to their inſatiate defire of gain, 


and that alone was luflicient to make them my 
enemies. 


I ſpent part of my time from the year 1775, till 


1777, in travelling through England and the 
French provinces, my uncommon ſufferings 
| made 
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made me eagerly ſought after both in London and 
Paris. | | ; 

The American ambaſſador, Mr. Fenda. was 
my intimate friend; both he and the miniſters 
Count Saint Germain, and Vergennes, made me 
the moſt advantageous offers to go to America. 
Nothing but my wife and children prevented 


; but I certainly ſhould have made their for- 


tune _ better in another quarter of the world, 
e in Europe. 


Likewiſe the Landgrave of Heſſe- Caſſel, who 


always honored me with his friendſhip, and the 
ſame who was prince hereditary and governor of 
Magdeburg, during my confinement there, offered 
me a command in his troops in America. I gave 
for auen — 


* Gracious fir ! my blood only. Sons in my 


© veins for liberty—I never will help to make 


„ ſlaves ; and 1 ſhould ſurely, with your brave 


© grenadiers, eſpouſe the cauſe of the Amert: 
4 cans.” 

In the year 1776, the Swediſh 3 Sprengt- 
porten, came to Aix-la-Chapelle. This man had 
planned the whole revolution to the king's advan- 
tage, and promoted the execution of it ; but, all 
at once, he grew diſcontented, quitted Sweden 
ſuddenly, and came to Aix-la-Chapelle baths, 
tormented by a violent hypocondriac complaint. 
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Being 0 dangerous man for Sweden, it was 
feared he might go to Ruſſia ; and I was charged, 
in the name of Prince Charles, to uſe my utmoſt 
endeavours to become acquainted with him, and 
bring him back again to Sweden. 

Nothing could be more diſhcult than this taſk, 
with a man whoſe hauteur was intollerable, and 
whoſe caprice made him almoſt a fool, in ſpite 
of a great underſtanding ; and who deſpiſed every 
thing that was not Swediſh, 

My behaviour to win him, was really a maſter- 
piece of policy. In ſhort, I gained his entire 
friendſhip and eſteem, and brought him contented, 
and reconciled to the king, back to Stockholm. 

About this time, the Pruſſian miniſter of ſtate, 
Count Kerſberg, came to Aix-la-Chapelle, for the 
benefit of the waters. I enjoyed the honor of 


his acquaintance, was with him daily for the 


ſpace of three months, and EY this great 
man everywhere. 

J have to thank his greatneſs of foul that I 
dare at preſent appear in my native country with 
honor ; and I hope that my children, as often as 
they read this, will reflect with reverence on 
thoſe principles of true gratitude, which I ever 
conſidered as my duty to inſti] into their tender 
minds, 


I always. 
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I always ſpent my time agreeably in Aix-la- 
Chapelle and Spa, but was never idle; and as I 
attacked the gamblers and villains, who came 
there by the privilege of the magiſtracy and the 
biſhop, to plunder ſtrangers and inhabitants in 


an infamous and ſcandalous manner; as I allo 


knew the great men who were in confederacy with 


theſe pickpockets, and came to Spa purpoſely to 
ſhare in their booty, I ran great riſks, and was 


expoſed to the new danger of being murdered by 


ſome of thele deſperate men, who have no proſ- 
pets of ſucceſs as ſoon as their true character be- 
comes publicly known. | 

Many a good man, and many a brave man 
have I ſaved from deſtruQion, by pointing out, 


and warning them againſt theſe execrable villains: 


and ſo hurtful was my preſence become to the 
gambling fraternity, that the biſhop of Liege, who 
receives forty per cent. of theſe infamous winnings, 


allowed a penſion of five hundred louis d'ors to be 
propoſed to me, if 1 would abſent myſelf from Spa. 
It is eaſy to conceive what anſwer I returned 


to ſuch a propoſition. 


* 


RI 


[The tranſlator has here exerciſed a liberty, which 


| he has found himſelf under the neceſſity of tak- 


ing in many other parts of the original; he has 
omitted a variety of anecdotes and occurrences, 
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which, however intereſting to Baron Trenck, 
vould be not in the leaſt ſo to the Eng- 
liſh reader, and paſſing over a ſeries of 
years (part ſpent in rural retirement at his 
ſeignory of Zwerbach), reſumes the narrative, 
at a period which, however fortunate to the 
baron, the tranſlator regrets, in common with 
all admirers of exalted genius, and ſuperemi- 
nent merit—the death of Frederick the Great.] 


** WY 


| No ſooner had Frederick William, wha may em- 


phatically be ſtiled, the friend of mankind, 


mounted the throne, than he ordered a paſs to 


be ſent to me, that I might return in ſafety to my 
native country. At length fortune hath begun 


to ſmile—diſtreſs and adverſity ſeem to have 


ſhaken hands with me—and, with the bleſſing of 
God, my latter days bid fair to experience peace 


and comfort. All old confiſcations are removed, 
and my brother in Pruſſia, leaves his property to 


my children. 
I now return to my native country, from which 


I have lived, exiled and oppreſſed, theſe forty- 


two years. return to it, not as a pardoned cri- 
minal, but as an honeſt man, who has publickly 


proved his integrity, that he may reap the reward 


due to the innocent and juſt, | 
What 
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What exultation of joy does my heart feel at 


this event, which I have ſtrove with ardour for 
theſe forty years to bring about! it is not in the 
power of the moſt expreſſive eloquence, nor a 


pen guided by the moſt tender ſenſibility, to de- 


ſcribe. 


It is poſſible, but not probable, that I may again 


be drawn into attive life; ; yet I am likewiſe pre- 
pared for this. 


I have long ſince had cauſe 10 curſe each riſing 


ſun, and regard it with fear and trembling. Death 
is a real benefit for me, becauſe I conſider it as 
the ſureſt guide from trouble to repoſe—where I 
ſhall have no more frightful dreams to fear, that 
might ariſe from a remembrance of the paſt ! 


But my children {till feel the happineſs of 


youth, and the pleaſures of exiſtence—When I 


have fulfilled the duties of a father, I ſhall wil 


lingly ceaſe to live. 

My God! my eternal judge! thou haſt formed 
me, by woeful experience, to become an inſtruttor 
to my fellow-creatures.—Thou gaveſt that forti- 
tude to my ſoul that firmneſs to my nerves, and 
ſtrength to my frame, which enabled me to en- 
dure, with conſtancy, the crueleſt ſufferings. —1 
regard thee with reverence—I conlider thee 


8 as a great and good God; and, at preſent, I 


have Jak cauſe to thank thee, that thou haſt 
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conducted me through tempeſts, to the harbour 
of repoſe, and ſuffered me to live till a period, 
when my heart aſſures me of a timely reward. 
ritten in the Caſtle of Zwerbach, 5 

December 18, 1786. 


HOSE who have taken an intereſt in my 
misfortunes, will, no doubt, be anxious 
to learn the happy conſequences of my return to 
my native country. | 

On the fifth of January, 1787, I left Vienna, 
and proceeded to Berlin, accompanied by my ſe- 
cond ſon. On our journey, we met my eldeſt in 
Prague, who ſerves with honor, as heutenant, in 
the ſecond regiment of carbiniers. _ 

1 was everywhere received with the moſt flat- 
tering marks of eſteem. On my arrival at Ber- 
lin, I was preſented to the king and royal family, 
from whom I experienced the moſt condeſcending 
teſtimonics of favor. There were ſeven noblemen 
at court, with whom I had ſerved in the garde 
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du corps, and who ſtretched forth to me the hand 


of ancient friendſhip; whilſt the monarch, with the 
utmoſt benevolence, enjoyed the pureſt and moſt 
grateful pleaſure that of having done Juſtice to 
an innocent unfortunate. 

Frederick William granted me many private au- 
diences, and was defirqus that I ſhould relate my 
misfortunes, with which he was not altogether 
unacquainted.—lIt was in one of theſe audiences I 
had the honor of preſenting to him my ſecond 
ſon, whom he immediately appointed lheutenant 
in Poſodowſky's regiment of dragoons, with afſu- 
rances of his future regard. 

I alſo, met my faithful female friend at Berlin, 
and Count Kertſberg, -miniſtre des offaires eftran- 
geres, whole anch ſurpaſſes my powers of pa- 
negyric. 

His Pruſſian 8 not content with having 


reſtored me the ſeignory of Scharlack, which his 


predeceſſor had confiſcated, and which was now 


four times as valuable as it had been then, even 


ſuffered his generoſity to extend ſo far, as to or- 
der the reyenues of it to be paid me, which I 
had not enjoyed during the ſpace of forty- 
two years. He allo granted a privilege to my 
book, that, being authenticated by himſelf, it 
might ever remain eipony of ny innocence. 
and misfqriunes. 


The 
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The period of my departure from Berlin ap- 
proached ; I was impatient to ſee my relations, 
from whom I had been ſeparated ſo many years. 
The evening before my departure, I had the hap- 
pineſs to ſpend a couple of hours with her royal 
highneſs the Princeſs Amelia, favorite fiſter, and 
confidant of the great Frederick. It is this ge- 
nerous princeſs to whom I am greatly indebted 
for my liberty—ſhe never abandoned me—the 
benefits with which ſhe loaded me, even found 
the way to my priſon, and her credit with the 
deceaſed monarch, was perhaps the key to my 
liberation. During my /ejour in Berlin, I was 
not received as a foreign officer, but as an an- 
cient compatriot I may venture to affirm, as a 
friend, She ordered me to write immediately to 
my wife, and defire her to bring my two ſons 
with her to Berlin in June; ſhe promiſed to take 
care of them, and not to forget the firſt in her 
will. As I took leave of her royal highneſs, ſhe 
aſked me in the moſt affectionate manner, if I 
had money. I anſwered—that 7 wanted nothing 
for myſelf, but begged to recommend my chil- 
dren. ä 

The princeſs underſtood me, and foizing my 
hand, ſaid Friend, return ſoon, I infiit upon 
** ſeeing you again.” Moved almolt to tears, 1 
tore myſelf from her, and accelerated my depar- 
ture. I had ſurely a fecret e of what 
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was bob to happen.—1 ſhould have liſtened to 


her, but my evil genius prevented me. Five days 


afterwards, I learnt the death of this great prin- 


ceſs, and with her vaniſhed the firmeſt ſupport of 


my family. 

On the twenty-ſecond of March | ſet out for 
Koningſberg; on my route I viſited all my rela- 
tions and friends, who received me with a ten- 


derneſs which I never can forget. The fourth of 


April I arrived, and found my brother, who ex- 


pedcted me vith the utmoſt impatience. I re- 


mained with him two months, then determined to 
rejoin my wife and family in Auſtria, and end the 
remainder of thoſe days in repoſe, which hitherto 
have been ſo much agitated 0 che n of diſ- 


| aſter, 


TREN C k. | 
| Befote I finiſh this hiſtory, T publicly declare, 


| that I was wrong in ſuppoſing Lieutenant Miollinie 


to be the perſon who betrayed my route to Gene- 
, after my eſcape from Glatz. This 
unkind office was done me by Captain Nim/cho!ſey, 
who was my relation. I learnt this during my 


Ray in Pruſſia, and think it my duty to do juflice 


to a man of honor, who has never ceaſed being 


my friend. That my readers may be perfectly ſa- 


tisfied, I have here inſerted an abridgment of the 


life of my couſin, on F rench, and my friend 


Schell. 


AN 


The PAN D OUR COLONEL 


FRANCIS FREYHERR TRENCK. 


ARON FRANCIS TRENCK was born in 


| the year 1714, in Calabria, a province of 
Sicily, where his Father then commanded. His 
mother was of the houſe of Kettler, in Courland. 
The old baron died in 1743, governor of Leit- 
ſchau, in Hungary, leaving a very conſiderable 
fortune, both in that kingdom and in Sclavonia, 
where he poſlefſcd the eſtates of Preſlowatz, Fleter- 
nitz, and Pakraiz, to which I was appointed law- 
ful heir, if his ſon died without iſſue. 


Francis Trenck was a man of about fix feet 


three inches, of a moſt elegant figure, and ſuch 
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was his ſtrength, that he could cut off hs head of 
an ox with a ftroke of his ſabre. I will refer my 
readers, reſpecting his character, to what has been 
already ſaid in the former part of this work. The 


father, who was a blunt ſoldier, and very ava- 


ricious, had greatly neglected the education of his 
ſon, who ſpent the early period of his life amongſt 
the Croats, whoſe barbarous and ſavage manners 
ſerved to increaſe his natural propenſity to cru- 
elty. The ferocity of his character would not 
have been ſuſpetted in company ; he was a man 
of genius, ſpoke ſeven languages fluently, and 
few perſons were more maſters of the art of plea- 
ling, when he chole to be agreeable. 

Being addicted during his early youth to the 
moſt violent paſſions, he never could reſiſt them. 
The old Trenck having refuſed to contribute to 
all his ridiculous expences, he went, whilſt he was 
but a cornet, to a farmer of his father's to bor- 


row money, which being denied him, he fplit 
the man's head with a blow of his ſabre. 


This affair involved him in a tedious procels, 


which might have proved fatal, if war had not 
been declared in the year 1736, betwixt the 
Turks and Ruſſians. He profitted of this 


circumſtance, and demanded permiſſion of the 
court of Vienna to raiſe a ſquadron of huſſars, 
which being granted, he entered into the Ruſſian 


ſervice. 


He 
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He diſtinguiſhed himſelf greatly during this war, 
and was the particular favorite of Marſhal Munich. 
He never commanded a detachment againſt the 
Tartars, without returning triumphant. His name 
was a terror to the enemy, and at the concluſion 
of the campaign, he was appointed major. 

The regiment being once upon a march, and 
the Turks in eonfuſion, Trenck perceived a fa- 
vorable moment to attack them, which he pointed 
out to Colonel Rumin, and propoſed, that he 
ſhould allow him to lead on his regiment ; but 
the colonel anſwered, that he could not do it, 
having no orders. Trenck then begged, that he 
might be ſuffered to attack them with his own 
ſquadron, which was alſo refuſed. Enraged at 
this diſappointment, he called to the foldiers—* If 
e there are any brave fellows amongſt you, fol- 
„ low me!!“ About two hundred men joined 
him, and after gaining a complete victory, re- 
turned, delighted with the laughter he had made, 
the heads he had cut off, and exulting over his 
priſoners. 

When he joined the regiment, he dials 
went to his colonel, end him in a moſt infa- 
mous manner, and ſtruck him, without meeting 
the leaſt reſiſtance. However the affair made 
ſome noiſe, Trenck was arrelted, 'a criminal pro- 


cels was carried on againſt him, and he vas ſen- 
c tenced 
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tenced d'avorr la tete vue. On the day ap- 
pointed for his execution, Marſhal Munich paſſed 
the tent in which the culprit was confined. Trenck 


ſaw and addreſſed him in theſe words: © Will 


« your excellency ſuffer a foreign nobleman here 
e to periſh by ſo ignominious a death; and ſor 
* having ſtruck a kuiFan, who dions him- 


4 ſelf by his cowardice? Rather ſuffer me to 


* ſaddle my horſe, and ſeek a glorious death 


* amidſt the battalions of the enemy, which will 


t at leaſt be of ſome ſervice to the ſtate.” 
(There happened to be at this moment a ſkirmiſh 


betwixt the Tartars and the advanced on of the 


army.) 

The Marſhal eld down his head, and was fi- 
lent, Trenck urged his ſuit, ſaying—* If I alone 
“return with three heads, will your excellency 
* pardon me?” The. anſwer was, Yes.” His 
horfe was immediately brought to him, he ruſhed 
into the midſt of the enemy, and returned with 
four heads tied to his ſaddle, having received 


only a flight wound in his ſhoulder. Munich | 


embraced, and ſhortly after exchanged him as 
major into his own regiment. | 
Here he gave many extraordinary proofs of 


his valor. His ſecond campaign was not leſs glo- 


rious, and he was ſo great a favorite of the Mar- 
= mal, 
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ſbal, that he ſoon became envied and hated by all 
the Ruſhan officers. 

A ſhort time before the end of this war, his 
imprudence cauſed him a new misfortune. His 
regiment being upon a march, and harraſſed by 
the Vurks, he defired permiſſion from his colonel 
to attack them. The latter, a Ruſſian, refuſed to 
indulge his caprice, and, Trenck gave him a blow ; 
he called in vain upon the ſoldiers to follow him— * 
they were not Hungarians—he was abandoned 
and ſeized. | 

Being tried by a council of war, he was con- 
demned to death, without the ſmalleſt hopes of 
pardon. 

The general, who was himſelf a foreigner, was 
fearful of ellenging the Ruſhans, by — too 
much lenity. | 

Trench was condutted to > the place deſtined for 
his puniſhment ; but the marſhal had ſo arranged 
matters, that on the very inſtant when they were 
going to pull the fatal trigger, Field-marſhal Low- 
enthal appeared with his wife. Trenck no ſooner 
ſaw them, than he implored their aid, and by their 
interpgſition, his ſentence was changed to a ba- 
niſhment in Siberia. 

He proteſted againſt this ſecond judgment. The 
marſhal wrote to Peterſburg, and Aenne, were re- 

: ci 


— 


192 1 :0:F 


ceived from thence, to caſhier and condu@ him 
beyond the frontiers of Ruſſia, which was accord- 
ingly done. 
Upon his return to Hungary, he married the 
daughter of Baron Filler, field-marſhal in the 
ſervice of her Imperial majeſty ; but did not live 
long with his wife, for when ſhe was big with 
child, he was ſo imprudent as to take her with 
him to the chace, which occaſioned her death. 
i The warlike humor of Trenck prevented him 
I from ever remaining at reſt ; but he had not al- 
| ways an opportunity of purſuing his inclination, 
| all Europe being at peace. He therefore formed 
| the deſign of extirpating the different gangs of 
| i banditti which ſwarmed in Sclavonia ; but it was 
| _. | firſt neceſſary to have a competent knowledge of 


theſe people, whom no one but himſelf, ever yet 
ventured ſeriouſly to attack, although they laid 
the whole country under contribution, and exer- 
eeiſed the moſt ſavage barbarities. | 
= | They had chiefs, called Harumbacha, wh were 
| chofen from the boldeſt, moſt intelligent, and 
| ſtrongeſt men amongſt them. Their laws were ſo 
rigorous, that the ſmalleſt fault was puniſhed with 
exceſſive ſeverity. If one of them was ever be- 
trayed in a village, they ſacrificed 'men, women, 
and children, to the manes of their friend. —Even - 
fo unbounded was their fury, that if the whole 
| troop 
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troop had been deſtroyed by this retaliating bar- 
barity, the next Harumbacha and his tribe, maſa- 
cred all thoſe who contributed to the death of his 
confreres. 
They were a ſort of partiſans, had ſpies in 
Turkey, aſſaſſinated and pillaged travellers, or 
often ſuddenly ſurpriſed the Turkiſh robbers, 
and deprived them of that booty ſo villainouſly 
torn from others. - All this cauſed univerſal con- 
ſternation throughout the country; no one durſt 
expoſe themſelves to the hatred of theſe ſavages. 
The country people were obliged to pay them a 
ſmall tribute, to preſerve their lands from the in- 
curſions of foreign robbers ;' ſuch ſeigneurs as took 
this precaution lived in tranquility, for they made 
it a law never to break their word. Every baſhaw 
had a certain number of theſe men ſubſerviant to 
his order; and when one of theſe poſts became 
vacant, there were always many candidates, the 
baſhaw being excuſed from all labour, and having 
a ſufficiency to live upon. They were eaſily 
known by reaſon of their large rings and 
filver buttons; they had -generally the advan- 
tage, if attacked by regular troops, for they retired 
to their impenetrable foreſts, where they com- 
mitted depredation upon all who refuſed to agree 
to their contributions. 


vor : on Such 
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. Such 4 were the people whom Trenck even at 
firſt dared to attack with nobody but the Pandours, 
his vaſſals ; he afterwards obtained regular troops 
to ſuccour him, having offered to the court of 
Vienna to clear the cquntry of theſe dangerous 
enemies. This new ſpecies of war began; and 
perhaps 1t required more courage, prudence, and 
intelligence to carry it on with ſucceſs, than to 
conduct powerful armies. Trenc&# ſeemed born 
for this command; day and night on foot, he 
chaſed them like wild beaſts; ſometimes killing 
one, ſometimes another; and treated them with 
the moſt exceſſive cruelty, although he was con- 
continually expoſed to fall into their hands by the 
treachery of his own people. 

I will here relate two adventures, which will 
ſuffice clearly to ſhew the true charaQter of this 
extraordinary man. He had empaled alive the 
father of a Harumbacha, and being out to recon- 
noitre one evening near the fide of a brook which 
ſeparated the frontiers, he met on the other fide 
of it the ſon of this unfortunate chief with his 
troop. The moon being light, the latter perceived 
him, and called out Trenck/ I know thy 
voice; you empaled my father—you perſecute 
us like a villain, making uſe both of treachery 
and cruelty. If you are brave, croſs the brook 


4 —F will diſmiſs my people; lay down all 
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your arms as I ſhall do, except your ſabre, and 


** we will ſee who ſhall remain maſter of the 


Bene 

This challenge being accepted, the robber dit. 
miſſed his party, and Trenck forded the rivulet ; 
they drew their ſwords, but at the moment of at- 
tack, 'Trenck killed him treacherouſly by a ſmall 
' piſtol ſhot, cut off his head, which he took with 
him, and expoſed it on a pole. 

I will leave my readers to comment upon ſuch 
behaviour to a robber whoſe conduct had been fo 
noble and candid. The banditti were perſecuted 
with the utmoſt rigour, and my couſin became the 
terror of this dangerous race. 

Another time as Trenck was at the chace, be 
heard ſome muſic in a deſert houſe which belonged 
to one of his vaſſals; he entered, and found the ta- 
ble furniſhed with the choiceR foods of the coun- 
try, to celebrate a marriage/ He immediately 
ſat down and partook of the repaſt, without having 
the leaſt ſuſpicion that this houſe was the rendez- 
vous of robbers. 8 

In a ſhort time two Harumbachas appenred, of 
the talleſt ſize and well armed. He was con- 


founded at this unexpected ſight; however the 


robbers ſoon tranquiliſed him by ſaying 


*« Trenck ! we never injured thee, nor thy vaſſals; 


« yet thou perſecuteſt us with unexampled cru- 
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* elty. We might this inſtant blow thy nine 
* out, without putting it in thy power to defend 
5: thyſelf but be not afraid: when we have ſa- 
tiated our hunger, we will try ſword in hand 
«© who has the beſt claims, and if thou art as 
* brave and invincible as is reported.“ 

After this diſcourſe they placed Trench betwixt 
them, and began joyfully to eat and drink. It is 
eaſy to conceive how great my couſin's embarras 
muſt have been, not knowing but theſe chiefs had 
poſted ſome of their troop at the door, ready to 
aſſiſt them at the ſmalleſt ſignal. He drew ſecretly 
his piſtols from his pocket, pointed them below 
the table at the bellies of his neighbours, and 
ſuddenly fired them ; then ſeizing the table, over- 
turned it upon thoſe who fat oppofite him, and 
fortunately eſcaped. In going out, he had the 

preſence of mind to make himſelf maſter of a fuſee 
which ſtood at the door. In the meantime the 
two wounded chiefs lay weltering in their blood, 
and the others endeavouring to diſengage” them- 
ſelves from the table. One of them followed him; 
but Trenck fhot him, ſevered his head from his 
body, and carried it home to ſhew his people, 

Theſe frequent loſſes inſenſibly deprived the 
| banditti of their beſt leaders, and they were at 
length. obliged to retire into Turkey, 


About 
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About this time the war of 1740 was declared, 
when all the Hungarians took arms to ſave their 
queen. Trench immediately wrote to Vienna, de- 
manding permiſſion to raiſe a corps franc of Pan- 
dours, on condition that a general pardon ſhould 
be given to ſuch robbers as choſe to enliſt. He 
obtained his wiſhes, publiſhed a manifeſto, and be- 


gan to raiſe men. There were not many of the 


banditti who conſented to enrol themſelves in 
luis troop; but he was more fortunate among his 
vaſlals, with whom he ſoon formed a corps, conſiſt- 


ing of near five hundred men. As ſoon as they 


were all aſſembled; he again began to chaſe the 
robbers, whom he ſurrounded betwixt Sam and 
Sar/aw, and obliged to capitulate. This procured 
him a reinforcement of three hundred men, who 
immediately liſted in his Pandours. 

| Moſt of theſe people were fix feet high, active 
and vigorous, being all taught to ſwim, and hunt for 
hours on foot in their foreſts, by which exerciſe 


they acquired incredible ſwiftneſs, no other men 
being ſuffered to enter into theſe bands of robbers. 


It is not ſurpriſing, that ſo experienced a leader 
durſt, in time of war, unde rente the moſt perilous 
and extraordinary taſks with ſuch ſoldiers. As 
long as there remained any of theſe men in Trenck's 


corps, the Pandours were always to be dreaded. 
The greateſt misfortune was their entire want of 
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diſcipline ; yet Trencł, who knew their character, 
eſtabliſhed a kind of ſubordination. The exceſſes 
in which he indulged them, and the right of pil- 
laging, were the arts which he made ule of with 
ſucceſs, to engage them in the moſt dangerous 
combats. It is neceſſary that any officer com- 
manding ſuch men, ſhould poſſeſs a moſt un- 
daunted courage; if he does not. lead them on, 
and promiſe them a rich booty, it will be difficult 
to make them advance. In fine, that any benefit 
may be reaped from the Pandours, they muſt be 
conducted with the utmoſt barſhneſs ; at the 
ſame time, the ſhocking exceſſes to which they 
often abondon themſelves muſt be winked at. 
It was by following this line of conduct that 
Trenck acquired the reputation of ſo great a par- 
tiſan became the terror of the enemy, and ren- 
dered the moſt important ſervices to Maria 

Thereſa. | 15 
In the year 1741, when the Papronk were en- 
tirely undiſciplined, the following adventure oc- 
curred to Trench : Whilſt he was exerciſing his 
regiment, a company fired at him with ball, killed 
his conreur who was near him, and the horſe upon 
which he himſelf was mounted. He immediately 
diſengaged himſelf, ran furiouſly at the company, 
counting, one, two, three, four, and ſtriking off 
the head of the fourth, This he did thrice, until 
| he 
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he came to a Har#mbacha, who not being inclined 
to await his fate, immediately leaped from the 
"ranks ſword in hand, exclaiming—* I ſhot at 
« thee; defend thyſelf if thou canſt.” The 
whole line remained immoveable. Trenck attacked 
his enemy, and had the good fortune to ſlay him. 
He then wiſhed to continue his execution, but the 
whole regiment took their arms, preſented them, 
and the rebellion became general. 

Trench ſeeing that it would be in vain to think 
of pacifying them, ruſhed into the middle of the 
troop, cuttting down whatever oppoſed him. 
The exceſs of his rage had a good effect; the 
Pandours fell upon their knees, humbly demand- 
| ing pardon, Happy at having ſucceeded ſo well, 
he immediately granted it, embracing many of 
them cordially, and making a ſpeech ſuitable to 
the occaſion and genius of the people. His Pan- 
dours were ever after invincible, whenever he 
led them on in perſon. 

As ſoon as Trench arrived in Auſtria, he met 
mith many opportunities of acquiring glory. The 
French army had been vanquiſhed near Lintz. 
Trenck was in every engagement, treated his pri- 
ſoners with incredible barbarity, and never gave 
quarter in battle. The very ſight of the Pandours, 
their cruelty, joined to the vivacity of their at- 
tack, and their {kill in pillaging, ſpread terror far 

7 O4 and 


— — — — — pn—— mt — 
n FED SIONS N 9 
2 ä ————ů— —— —— IE Cain E221 — - — 


— olns or 


and near. Trench was intelligent, active a good 
warrior, and ſoon became known and eſteemed. 
He gained the confidence and friendſhip of Prince 
Charles and Field-marſhal Count Keuvenhuller, 
who granted him a power never before given 0 
any partiſan. 

Trenck was always in front of the army, and 
purſued the enemy as far as Bavaria, where he 
deſtroyed every thing by fire and ſword; Prince 
Charles having commanded. him to lay waſte this 
fertile country, the Pandours did not ſpare, it. 
They gained an immenſe booty, which their colo- 
nel bought for a ſum greatly below its value, and 
ſent to his eſtates in Sclavonia. „ 

The town of Cham was expoſed to the utmoſt 
1 rrore it was ſet on fire, and moſt of its inhabi- 
tants periſhed in the flames. Men, women, and 
children, who endeavoured to eſcape, were firſt 
plundered, then drowned. This was one of the 
charges laid to Trenck in his proceſs; but he 
juſtified himſelf by alledging :— _ 

I. That the people of Cham had cut off hands 
of fix of his troop, and led them in triumph 
through the town. | 

II. That the place had been pt by aſſault. 

III. That Prince Charles had given him orders 
to aft as he had done. 


2 


All 


BARON TRENCK. 201 


An the een of the Iſer ſtill reſound with 


the barbarities of Trench. Dekendorf and Filzhaf 
experienced his fury. In the firſt of theſe towns 
he took fix hundred French priſoners of war, al- 
though he had nobody with him, but his adjutant 
and a few officers ; his troop was above fix leagues 
from him, but he placed the great coats of ſome 
of his Pandours upon ſpikes ſo artfully, that the 
garriſon, taking them for ſentries, were duped by 
this ſtratagem. 


In the hiſtory of Maria Thereſa may be read 


the other events of the Bavarian war, in which my 


couſin bore a great ſhare, although he was always 


repreſented in the moſt unfavorable colours. 
Trenck having augmented his corps to four 


thouſand men, in the year 1743, it was formed 


into a Hungarian regiment of infantry, which-ſtill 
bore the name of Pandours. My coulin added to 


it ſix hundred huſſars, and one hundred and fifty 


chaſſeurs; and although he paid, mounted, and 
equipped them from his own private purſe, yet 
ſtill, the horſes, arms, &c. were ſold at the 

reduction, and went to the treaſury. . 
With ſo numerous a corps Trenck , undertook 
more important enterpriſes ; he raiſed millions by 
contribution, took many towns, ſword in hand, 
and in the courſe of five years, delivered to Ma- 
ia Thereſa ſeven thouſand priſoners, French or 
Bayarians, 
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Bavarians, and three thouſand Pruſſians. It is 
remarkable that he was never conquered ; every 
thing ſucceeded to his wiſhes, and this inſpired 
his people with ſuch confidence, that they were 
capable of attempting any thing.— He was alſo 
the firſt who thoroughly diſciplined the Croatians. 

In the year 1744, Trenck forced the French 
to retire acroſs the Rhine ; he ſwam over this ri- 
ver with ſeventy Pandours, took the fort near 
Philipſbourg by affault, killed with his own hand 
the Marquzs de Creve Cæur, who commanded ; and 
leaving there a ſmall detachment, and paſling 
the ſecond branch of the Rhine, he ſurpriſed two 
regiments of Bavarian cavalry in their encamp- 
ment, and by this bold manceuvre obliged the 
whole army to retire. 

Alface then became the theatre of his renown, 
where he ſpread univerſal conſternation, and laid 
the province under contribution. | 

But in the month of September, 1744, the 
Pruſſian army having entered Bohemia, which 
forced the Auſtrians to leave Alſace, and ſuccour 
this kingdom, Trenck had the rear guard of the 
army, and acquitted himſelf with honor. 

I Will not enter into a detal of the different 
events of this campaign, Trenck gave the moſt 
convincing proofs of his intelligence and good 
will at Tabor and Budwei/s, in even ventured 
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to attack one of theſe places with only three 


hundred men, whilſt it was defended by the 


two Pruſſian regiments of Walrabe and Kereutz. 


However the fof/es being deeper than he under- 


ſtood from the information of his ſpies, the lad- 
ders were too ſhort, and moſt of his people were 
either drowned or cut to pieces; yet ſtill the gar- 
riſons of Tabor, Budweils, and the Chateau de Fa- 
venberg, ſurrendered themſelves priſoners of war, 
although his corps was above ten leagues diſtant, 
His return to Vienna in the wonth of Febru- 
ary, 1745, reſembled a triumph ; every one was 
curious to fee him, and the Empreſs received 
him with the moſt flattering marks of diſtinttion. 


Elated with joy, Trenck quitted this capital to 


recruit on his eſtates; he raiſed eight hundred 
men, with whom he immediately joined the ar- 


wy. The court refuſed him nothing, and he was 


employed during this campaign with his uſual 
ſuccels. 

It was in the month of September, in this year, 
that the battle of Soraw was fought. I have al- 
ready related the manner in which he behaved, 
and the malicious report fabricated by his ene- 
mies to ruin him, in ſuppoſing that he had taken 
the King of Pruſſia priſoner in his tent, and W 
wards ſuffered him to eſcape. 

This infamous aſperſion, which J have clearly 
proved to be falſe, was the ſole cauſe of his miſ- 
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fortunes; for we cannot reaſonably give the name 
of crimes to the other articles of which he was ac- 
cuſed— as having himſelf beheaded ſome of his 
rebellious Pandours—having caſhiered ſuch offi- 
cers as conducted themſelves with cowardice, with- 
out a council of war—having purchaſed from his 
people ſacred veſſels, and other valuable church 
decorations, and melting them not going to maſſe 
on Sunday — having ſeized malefattors hid in con- 
vents, &c. &c. &c. &c. Such actions were juſti- 
' Gable in a partiſan, who commanded a ſet of fe- 
rocious and undiſciplined ſoldiers. | | 

I will ſilently paſs over the mean artifices em- 
ployed by his enemies, the innumerable treacheries, 
the prevarications of his judges, many of whom 
have ſince been driven from office, or confined in 
houſes of correQion, but finiſh this article by 
declaring, that Trenck was, no doubt, moſt barba- 
rouſly cruel—that he was avaricious and ungrate- 
ful to his friends, paſſionate and revengeful ; but 
I muſt likewiſe affirm, that few men equalled him 
in military talents ; intrepid almoſt to temerity ; 
indefatigable, intelligent, and a faithful ſubje ; 
his blood often flowed for his country; he con- 
tributed more than any one individual to. ſecure 
the ſceptre in the hands of his ſovereign, and yet 
he died in priſon, in the thirty- third year of his 

age, the victim of wickedneſs and avarice. 
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\ LEXANDER SCHELL, whoſe adventures 


are interwoven with my own, as has al- 


ready been remarked in the firſt part of this work, 
was of a good family in Suabia. His mother's 
name was Louvenſtein, and his father, who had loſt 
his fortune by an unſucceſsful proceſs, lived in 
the moſt exceſſive penury and milery. 


He was firſt a lieutenant in the regiment of 


 Wurtemburg, but ſoon entered into the ſervice 
of the King of Pruſſia, the duke having ceded 
his regiment to that monarch ; but having com- 
mitted many little follies of youth, he was, in the 
year*1744, turned over into the garriſon regiment 


of Muſiche/all. 
| It 
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It is eaſy to ſuppoſe that this change would 
not be very agrecable to Schell; he ſpent a great 
deal of money, had nothing from his friends, and 


his pay was ſo much encumbered that he had 


ſcarce enough to ſubſiſt on; he reſolved there- 
fore 'to deſert whenever an opportunity offered. 
General FE, who was governor of Glatz, 
contributed not a little to confirm him in this 
deſign, as he took every opportunity of mortify- 
ing him, and putting him under arreſt for. the 
moſt trifling aux pas. Schell was a man of abi- 
lities, and had compoſed a ſatire upon the amours 
of his daughter and Major Doo, which unfortu- 


nately made a great noiſe, and by this imprudent 


ſtep, Touguet became his moſt inveterate enemy. 
Juſt at this period, and at the moment he was 


in danger of being arreſted for his debts, Lieute- 
nant Bach propoſed to him to eſcape with me. 


H was eafily perſuaded, his heart being natu- 


rally good, and having long been touched at my 


misfortunes. However he has ſince candidly ac- 
knowledged, that he was not ſo much induced by 


theſe conſiderations, as by the pleaſure of reveng- 


ing himſelf upon General ET e by ſuffering 
bis priſoner to eſcape. 
Without this explanation it might ſeem ſur— 


prifing, that a man whom I never had ſeen, and 


who \ was under NO obligation to me, ſhould fo 
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\calily conſent to deſert in broad day-light, when 
officer of the guard, and expoſe himſelf to an ig- 


nominious death, if taken. 
The manner of this eſcape has inde 3 
mentioned in the firſt volume of theſe memoirs. 
Schell was a man of great courage and reſolu- 
tion, and having promiſed to liberate me, he 


felt himſelf bound to keep his word. Being na- 


turally inconſiderate, he always gave way to the 


firſt impulſe of his inclination; and, on that ac- 
count, was often expoſed to dangers which he 
did not foreſee. All theſe circumſtances made him 
take the deſperate reſolution of either delivering 
or dying with me. 

He never thought of danger, preſerved his ſang 
fats, and ventured to attempt an enterprize, 
which, merely becauſe it happened to ſucceed, 
has been perhaps more admired than blamed. 

Upon our arrival at Vienna, I uſed all my in- 
tereſt to get Schell provided far. My couſin re- 


commended him to Prince Charles, who granted 


him a lieutenancy i in the regiment of Pallauizini, 


then in Italy, and deſtined for the ſiege of Genoa. 
I equipped him in the beſt manner I could for his 


journey; but Schell was addicted to gaming, and 


when I fancied him with his regiment, I received 
a very laconic letter from Gratz, informing me, 
that he had loſt hir Wonen, watch, and every 

thing 
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thing he poſſeſſed; and if 1 could not aſſiſt him, 
he would ſeek his fortune elſewhere. —W hat was 
to be done I had obtained a ſupply from Ber- 
lin, and ſent him five hundred florins, with which 
he at laſt arrived at his deſtination. 

He only remained four months with the regi- 
ment. Schell had lent his caſh, would play, and 


＋ 


finding no other expedient than taking the com- 


pany's money, deſerted with a fourrier. He went 
to Genoa, and from thence informed me, that he 
had engaged in the ſervice of that republic, in the 


quality of a corporal. . I recommended him to 


the Venitian ambaſſador at Vienna, * tranſmitted 
him ſome caſh, and at length obtained a com- 
miſſion for him: but it was all to no purpoſe ; 
that very year he threw it up, and inliſted as a 


private ſoldier in the ſervice of Modena. He 


ſoon acquainted me with his proceedings, and 
begged me to aid him. Baron Lopreſti, with 
whom I was intimately connected, had friends in 
Modena; and by his means I was fortunate 
enough once more to procure him an employ- 
ment, and equipt him anew. He was at this time 


' obliged to change his name, and take that of 


* 


Leſeh, which he bore after our eſcape from 

TO oY v7 8 
How miſerable is the fituation of a man, whoſe. 

condutt.obliges him to conceal his name, that he 
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may be received into the company of beugt peo- 
ple Such was the predicament to which Schell 
was reduced, whoſe only faults were imprudence 
and a paſſion for play, which had baniſhed him 
from the paths of honor, and caſt him, a wretched 
wanderer and adventurer, upon the wide world. 

He was now a lieutenant in the ſervice of Mo- 
dena, beloved and univerſally eſteemed. He 
promiſed to deſiſt from gaming and amend his 
conduct; probably he might have kept his word, 
if an unforeſeen accident had not entirely de- 
ranged his good reſolution. The archduke came 
to Modena, and brought with him a number of 
officers, whom the Empreſs queen had ſent to 
teach the troops of that duchy the new exerciſe. 
Unfortunately two officers of the regiment of 
Pallavizini were amongſt them. Schell was no 
ſooner informed of this, than, fearing a diſcovery 
which would inevitably bave happened, he again 
deſerted, and enliſted as a private ſoldier in the 
Swiſs regiment of Sauter, in the ſervice of Sar- 
dinia. He had written to me of this new event; 
but I was then confined in Magdeburg, where 1 
could be of no ſervice either to him or myſelf. 
When I was liberated in the month of December, 
1763, 1 [reed in vain for my friend in Mo- 
dena. | 
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In the year 1769, when I was in Vienna, T 
met by accident Captain Renard, of the regiment 
of Sauter, at the Sardinian ambaſſador's. The 
converſation turned upon a number of Pruſſian 
officers, whoſe deſtiny had been particularly ſe- 
vere ; and Renard highly commended a certain 
Leſch, fecretary and fourrier of his company. 
After a variety of queſtions, I was convinced that 
this man could be no other than my friend Schell. 
I immediately wrote to him, and received an an- 
ſwer which deſerves to be known. I had remitted 
a ſum of money to him, which he returned, in- 
forming me, that he had no further occafion for 
aid, having renounced every ſpecies of vanity, 
living in tranquility upon his pay, and what he 
made by teaching the languages, drawing, and 
muſfic.— He was beloved, eſteemed, courted, and 


in good health. At laſt he had learnt to be an 


cconomiſt, and would not exchange his ſituation 
for the moſt brilliant hopes of fortune: he added, 
that he would no longer be a burden to me. 
Touched at his preſent mode of thinking, I 
propoſed to him various ways of meliorating his 
fate; but he continued firm in his reſolutions, and 
was determined not to quit the garriſon of Alex- 
andria: —all he deſired was to ſee me before he 
died. 


In 
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In the year 1772, when I lived at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, and at a time when I leaſt expected it, 
behold Schell ſuddenly entered my chamber. The 
reader may eaſily conceive the pleaſure I felt. 
He had undertaken a long Journey on foot pur- 
poſely to ſee me; he related to me a variety of 
romantic adventures he had met with, moſt of 
which I have forgot. 

He lived four months with us, during which 
time he inſtructed my children with a care and 
affeftion truly paternal, and won the eſteem of all 
who knew him. He was fond of ſolitude—his 
mind had loſt its former vivacity—he ſeldom took 
any ſhare in converſation, and his ordinary oc- 
cupation conſiſted in reading, or walking up and 
don the room with an air of the moſt profound 
melancholy. I ſoon remarked that he was tired 
of being with me, and wiſhed to return to Alex- 
andria. 

He had not been above a month at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, when walking once upon. the ramparts, 
he grew fo abſent that he fell into the ditch, by 
which accident he diſlocated his ſhoulder. | 

His courage and patience were admirable ; he 
Never complained, and was ſoon. cured. Conſi- 
dering this extraordinary - change, I could not 
help thinking, that my poor friend would ſoon 
loſe his underſtanding he remarked it himſelf, 
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and mentioned it to me ; but likewiſe aſſured me, 
that it gave himſelf no uneaſineſs, being furniſhed 
with a certain powder, with which he bid defiance 
to folly, the infirmities of age, and all the rigours 


ol fate. 


His other diſpoſitions were by no means altered. 
Had I faid—* Schell, I have been affronted ; thou 


* muſt revenge me; I am confident that nothing. 
could have reſtrained him, for I never knew a 
man who feared death leſs. 


During his ſtay at Ai l Chapelle he ſhewed 


me the ſcars of ſixteen wounds he had received, 


and many of them on my account. In every 
perilous adventure he was always badly treated, 
and had broken both his legs and an arm; yet all 
theſe misfortunes did not render him more timid, 


for few people e a quarrel more willingly 
than himſelf. 


The hiſtory of his amours would have filled a 


volume, ſingularly intereſting; and it is a pity 
that his works, both phyſical and moral, never 
came into my hands. | 


I hoped to have kept him longer with me, but 


his leave being nearly expired, he wiſhed to end 
his days in Alexandria. One morning I found 
the following letter upon my table, and Schell had 


diſappeared. 
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* FRIEND, 


«© VO have a numerous "family; which may 
1 Y ſtill increaſe—you have every reaſon to - 
** be ſatisfied, ſince you poſſeſs a moſt reſpectable 
«© wife; and far from being of any ſervice, I have 
been only a burden to you at Aix-la-Chapelle. 
©. You are not rich enough to give me any thing, 
* and I ſcorn to abuſe your friendſhip. The 
duties of a father ought to be ſacred to you. 
© I am content—I have ſeen you happy, and 
have left you in perfect health. 

Probably we may never meet again; but do 
** not be uneaſy about me want nothing, and 
*« I find at Alexandria every thing which can con- 
tribute to my happineſs—you alone are want- 
„ing, but I muſt learn to live without you.— 
* You owe me nothing—you have far exceeded 
the duties of friendſhip and gratitude. | 

True, 1 freed you from Glatz ; but perhaps 
„ you would have ſuffered leſs, if I had not 
rendered you this ſervice; and I confeſs, that 
* it did not proceed ſo much from attachment 
** to you, as to revenge myſelf upon the king 
„ and F*F**#*_” Moreover, I expected you. 
would make my fortune; I was deſtitute of 

e all other reſources, and humbled at finding 
dre in a garriſon regiment, | 


” 0 | ; « As 


59s: 


r 
„ — 


2 — 5 * K > 2s, 
2 of 2 * - 
2 — r K —ä—— = 


4 4 " N — 
a — , — ** = — B . 
: * . > — * — 
His; ere Ss hs rg 4 * N Pa 3 Is had; * 
— eng — — try ts . P — 


214 M E MH O IRS OF. 


* As ſoon as I experience any illneſs, you 


5 ſhall receive my laſt letter, and I ſhall ceaſe 


* to live, for I will no longer ſuffer. Your 
“ caſe is widely different; you owe yourſelf to 
« your children, and on that account alone, I 
* ſhould pity you, if you were unfortunate. Be 
* not uneaſy about the expences of my return; 


I have ſtill the watch you gave we, and ſix 


* guineas. | 
“ I have left you the journal of our tels | 
* through Poland; and if ever you write the 
e hiſtory of your life, the events which it con- 
„ tains are remarkable enough to be inſerted. 
* The greateſt part of our career is over—we 
1e ſhall ſhortly ceaſe to live; but we are both ac- 
e quainted with death, and we will meet him with 
* ſerenity, As long as I exiſt you ſhall always - 
find me the ſame man, that is to ſay—ready to 
„ ſpill the laſt drop of blood to defend your life 
* or your honor. 
* Theſe are the ſentiments of bim who leaves 
e you to-day, and which will never end but 
< with the life of your fincere friend, 
| ALEXANDER SCHELL. 
It will not be difficult to imagine how much I 
was hurt at ſo e a retreat, which pre- 
4 vented 
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vented me from ſupplying my friend with money 
neceſſary for his route. A ſhort time after this 
event, I had occaſion to go to Vienna ; in paſ- 
ſing through Franckfort, I met honeſt Schell, who 
was waiting for news of his parents. We re- 
mained two days together - but notwithſtand- 
ing the moſt earneſt ſolicitations, I could 
not perſuade him to live with me. I had 
the greateſt difficulty in the world to make him 
accept twenty louis d'ors; to enable him to return 
more conveniently to his garriſon. We hid each 
other adieu, an eternal adieu, and ſeparated. 
Three weeks afterwards I received ie: following: 
letter at Vienna: 


„% FRIEND, 


0 \ N 7 HEN ve were at Franckfort you ob- 

5 liged me to accept of twenty louis“, : 
* which belonged to your children, and the loſs .- 
of which may hurt you ; but may you at leaſt 


be ſenſible, for the reward of this good action, 


of the happineſs which this money has con- 
ferred upon a whole family upon an old man 
of eighty-two, expiring with hunger in a mi- 
* ſerable hovel, with his wife and children, at 
the very 1 moment when his ſon Schell, whom 
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he long « conſidered as dead, entered, - and en- 


* joyed the inexpreſſible delight of alleviating 


the wretchedneſs of thoſe who gave him 
birth. | 

% How deſirous am I, my dear Trench, to 
give you a 18 of this affecting ſcene. It 
is above twentylfour years ſince my parents 
heard from me, and they believed me dead. 
I knew they had been ruined by a lawſuit, 


and I would not afflict them more by inform- 


. 


ing them of my own misfortunes. My father 
having underſtood the manner in which I quit- 
ted the Pruſſian ſervice, and that I had been 


hung in effigy in Glatz, gave me his male- 


(c 


diction. My mother bewailed my fate, but 


* the ſorrowful ſituation of her other children, 


prevented her from thinking more of him, 

whom ſhe believed would one day or other be 
the - conſolation of her age. She knew my 
ibilities, and had ſpared. no expence in cul- 
tivating them ; yet ſtill I was an ungrateful ſon 
who had abandoned her. My eldeſt ſiſter was 
in bed, attacked twelve years ago by the pally. 

The youngeſt had loſt her judgment, and was 


ſometimes obliged to be bound. My eldeſt 


brother, who had been major in the Pruſſian 
ſervice, was caſhiered , Owing to my adventure 


in Glatz, and is at preſent a corporal in Den- 


66 mark, 
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* mark, under a feigned name. My reſpectable 
father, worn down with the infirmities of age, 
„ diſeaſe, and poverty, was fitting on a ſtool, 
** whilſt my mother, aged ſeventy years, was offi- 
© ciating as a ſervant and nurſe. 

When I arrived, they had been many Jays 
« without taſting any thing but dry bread ; the 
„ penſion of nine florins which they Wb 
** from the prince who ruined them, was already 


I was the unworthy ſubje& of their conver- 


* ſation; they endeavoured to inſpire each 


other with mutual courage at the moment I 
«© entered, made myſelf known, and brought 
them aid and comfort. 

„0 God! how can I deſcribe to you that 
< tender meeting! Witneſs of the extreme 


© miſery of my parents, I was at firſt con- 


* founded; but recovering myſelf, I threw my 
twenty louis' upon the table. Are they thine, 
„my ſon? exclaimed my mother. — They are; 
I acquired them honeſtly, and I have brought 
e them here to aſſiſt you. Aſtoniſhment and 
joy was painted upon every face—the hoary 


man ſhed paternal tears, and my mother fell 


© ſobbing in my arms. My ſick ſiſter begged 


that a little {call might be prepared to celebrate 


ce my 


ſpent, and they could not obtain any advance.. 
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my return; and the poor inſane danced about 


the room, without knowing why. | 
“% After having informed them of what part of 


my adventures I thought neceſſary, dinner was 


prepared, and we fat down to table. 1 had 
then the pleaſure, my tender friend, of regal- 
ing my poor parents, on the brink of the grave, 
and converting their malediftions into bene- 
ditions. 

Jo you alone am I Webel for this day 
one of the moſt fortunate of my life, for 
without money I would not have gone home. 
If I had not been witneſs to ſuch a ſcene, 
death would have been indifferent to me ; but 
at preſent I know why I ſhould live—my fa- 
ther, my mother, and my ſiſters are in need of 
me, and I will nouriſh them. I am returning 
to Alexandria; there I can gain ſufficient to 
ſupport them, and it is only now that I begin 
to enjoy true happineſs. 

I will not inform you where I Cound this mi- 
ſerable family; you would deprive me of the 
pleaſure of working for them. I am not igno- 
rant of the generoſity of your heart; but I know 


likewiſe, that you have no ſuperfluities to give: 


it will only be when I find my end approach- | 
ing, and am no longer capable of gaining my* 
bread, that I thall tell you the abode of my 


we % 
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parents. Vou will then ſupply my place, that 
I may die without regret. I paſſed nine days 


with them; three louts' were expended in feſti- 
val; fifteen, my watch, and a letter, were left 


upon the table, and I fled from them, as from 


you in Aix-la-Chapelle. 

* You will perceive by this recital, that twenty 
louts* were never more ſacredly employed, 
than thoſe you gave me at Franckfort. Adieu, 
my worthy friend !—forget not your Schell. — 


I will write to you when I am in need of your 
aſſiſtance ; but in the meantime fail not in ac- 


quainting me with your ſituation. I am con- 


* fident that you will be angry, becauſe I have 


conceàled from you the refidence of my pa- 


rents; but I wiſh to reſerve to myſelf alone 


the pleaſure of doing them good. 
1 This letter goes from Ulm, although it was 


written in Swiſſerland: I have commiſſioned a 


friend to forward it. May your virtue preſerve 
you from all adverſity! and may God or the 


world reward you !—1 will live and die your 
| ney e and ſurely your beſt friend, 


„ ALEXANDER SCHELL, „ 


Since this letter, I received two in nearly the 
ſame Ayl In the Iecond Schell informed me, 


that 


[ 
7 


U 
= 
® 
= * 
1 
. + BÞ 
It 
1 
* 
14 
4 


T 
ol, PSS 27 LN * RT © DOI £0 => 


220 o ins OF 


that an old woman had bequeathed him one hun- 


dred and fifty ducats. His joy was inexpreſſible 


in being able to ſend ſuch a ſum to his indigent 
parents. I have loſt theſe letters, which I regret : 
— here is the laſt which 1 received from him, after 


a ſilence of two years: 


e The dying SCHELL to his Friend TxEncx. 


oy \ \ THEN this reaches you, I ſhall be no 
J more—the thread of my exiſtence is 
* nearly broken. Never was there a man, my 
* dear friend, who quitted the world with more 
* tranquility than I ſhall do in a few hours, after 


* having offered to you, with all the preſence 
of mind I am maſter of, this laſt teſtimony of 


« ardent affection and gratitude. 


+ I have ſeen you happy, my friend; and I 


*1 left you peaceful and content. It is abou two 


«years ſince my father and mother died; I had 


„ the happineſs of aſſiſting them to their laſt 


% moment, My ſick ſiſter ended her days fix 
% weeks ago; and the poor lunatic is in an hoſ- 
“ pital, where ſhe requires no aid, but the al- 
* mighty's. 5 

* The friend I 1 has eſpouſed a young 
man who adores her; and being enempt from 


envy, I deteſt jealouſy 
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«© The tortures of the gravel, joined to a con- 
ſumption, have worn me down to a perfect ſke- 
leton. My phyſician has remarked tokens of 
approaching diffolution—I myſelf have ob- 
ſerved them, and in a few Guys or hours I 
ma ceaſe to ſuffer, 

* Honor, renown, the opinions of polterity, 
are all indifferent to me—I die unknown, and 
my name periſhes with me. Shun in future 


the priſons of Glatz and Spielberg there exiſts 


no longer a Schell for you. I leave-no friend 
behind me who wants your ſuccour; and your 
ſenſibility, if I received your adieu, would 
only ſerve to cauſe me uſeleſs regrets. Sleep 


already takes poſſeſſion of my ſenſes—but it is 


a ſleep out of which I ſhall never awake. Ah, 
Trenck / even in the arms of death, friendſhip 
and gratitude are as much my laſt ſentiments, 
as your happineſs is my laſt defire. Thus 


finiſhes your Alexander, formerly Schell, but 


now Leſch, in Alexandria. | 


cc May 24, 1776.” 


I had no ſooner received this letter, than 1 
addreſſed myſelf to the regiment of Sauter, to 


learn the news of poor friend. I was informed, 
that 
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that he had been found dead in his bed on the 
| twenty-ſixth of May. He wrote ſome letters to 
his colonel and other officers, who regretted him — 
exccedingly. His captain collected the odes . 


| and ſatires which he compoſed in /talian. The 
may perhaps one day appear under another name, 


And WIII Ilurely do honor to tne author. 
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